
Year 6
Bridging Task:  Write a letter to your new Head of Year.

There are some points on the following slides for you to think about and 
include.



All about me before
• What was life like for you before lockdown?

• What did you like to do in your spare time?



All about you now
• How has life changed?

• What kind of things do you do now?



Famous people who wrote letters during 
times of hardship and adversity

Barack Obama wrote a letter to 
the friends and family of Nipsey 
Hussle an activist who 
denounced gun violence and 
was trying to broker peace 
between gangs. Hussle was shot 
dead.

Nelson Mandela was in prison 
for attempting to overthrow 
South Africa's racist apartheid 
rule. One of his letters was to 
the leader of a political party to 
thank him for attending 
Mandela's mother's funeral.

Richard Nixon wrote a 
letter to be used in the 
event of a Apollo 11 
crashing or the astronauts 
not surviving their mission.

Siegfried Sassoon was a 
soldier during WW1. Even 
though he was decorated 
for bravery, he wrote a 
letter protesting against 
the war.



Letter writing:
What can you spot in their letters?

Fate has ordained that the men who went to 
the moon to explore in peace will stay on the 
moon to rest in peace.
These brave men, Neil Armstrong and Edwin 
Aldrin, know that there is no hope for their 
recovery. But they also know that there is 
hope for mankind in their sacrifice.
They will be mourned by their families and 
friends; they will be mourned by the nation; 
they will be mourned by the people of 
the world; they will be mourned by a Mother 
Earth that dared send two of her sons into the 
unknown.

Repetition to emphasise 
the impact on lots of 

different people

Use of powerful adjectives 
and nouns to show how the 

men are heroes

Richard Nixon's 
letter



What can you spot in their letters?
Nelson Mandela

It was never easy for one anywhere to lose 
a beloved mother. Behind bars such 
misfortune can be a shattering 
disaster. Fortunately for me, however, my 
friends here, who are endowed with 
virtues far in excess of anything I can hope 
to command, are remarkable for their 
ability to think and feel for others. I have 
always leaned heavily on their 
comradeship and solidarity. Their offers of 
goodwill and encouragement enabled me 
to face this tragic loss with resignation.

Siegfried Sassoon

I have seen and endured the suffering of 

the troops, and I can no longer be a party 

to prolong these sufferings for ends which 

I believe to be evil and unjust. I am not 

protesting against the conduct of the war, 

but against the political errors and 

insincerity's for which the fighting men are 

being sacrificed.

Both writers use powerful verbs, adjectives and nouns to express their strong 
emotions of loss (Mandela) and anger (Sassoon)



What can you spot in their letters?

While most folks look at the Crenshaw 
neighborhood where he grew up and see only 
gangs, bullets, and despair, Nipsey saw potential. 
He saw hope. He saw a community that, even 
through its flaws, taught him to always keep going. 
His choice to invest in that community rather than 
ignore it -- to build a skills training center and a 
coworking space in Crenshaw; to lift up the 
Eritrean-American community; to set an example 
for young people to follow -- is a legacy worth of 
celebration. I hope his memory inspires more good 
work in Crenshaw and communities like it.

List of 3 to stress how 
hopless other people 

might see the 
situation

Use of contrast – hope and 
despair - to show the positive 
change Nipsey could make to 

the neighbourhood

Use of list and facts to highlight 
all the positive changes he has 

already made



Formality - When writing a letter, you should be as 
clear as you can, using your best written English.

Formal

• Formal language is clear and polite 
and should be easy for your reader 
to understand.

• For example: “It has come to my 
attention you have made an error.”

• To enhance your formality you 
should use your best vocabulary, 
spell well, and use punctuation 
correctly.

Informal

Informal language is more what 
you would expect when chatting 
to a friend.

For example: “I’ve just noticed you 
have made a mistake.”

To avoid being informal you could 
pretend you are talking to 
someone you respect, someone 
you are trying to impress!



Show don’t Tell
• Show don’t tell is a writing technique in which the story is related through  

details and actions rather than explanation. This style of writing is more 
immersive for the reader, allowing them to “be in the room” with the 
characters.

• In his most commonly repeated quote, famous playwright Anton Chekhov 
said: “Don’t tell me the moon is shining. Show me the glint of light on 
broken glass."

• In short: showing illustrates, while telling merely states. Here’s a quick 
example of showing versus telling:

Showing: As his mother switched off the light and left the room, Michael 
tensed. He huddled under the covers, gripped the sheets, and held his breath 
as the wind brushed past the curtain.
Telling: Michael was terribly afraid of the dark. Think about how Mandela, Obama, etc

'show, don't tell' in their letters



Writing your letter
• We would love to know more 

about you before you make the 
exciting move to St Leonards!

• Your task is to write a fantastic 
letter to Mrs McKelvie, your new 
Head of Year 7, telling her all about 
you! This is an opportunity for you 
to show us your best writing using 
the new skills in the previous 
slides.

• The suggested structure is on the 
following slide.



Writing your letter:
You should carefully follow the structure of a letter, 

being as formal and detailed as you can be.
Your name

Your school's address

Today's date

Dear Mrs McKelvie,

Paragraph 1 – introduce yourself, all about your life before the lockdown.

Paragraph 2 –‘me in the time of lockdown’. How is your life different now? What have you enjoyed? What do you miss?

Paragraph 3 - what you are most looking forward to about starting St Leonard’s!

Yours sincerely,

Your name



Submitting your letter
• We realise that posting a letter to 

school may not be practical at this 
time so there are a number of ways 
to get this to your Head of Year

• Take a photograph or scan your 
letter and email it to admin@st-
leonards.durham.sch.uk

• Post to:
Mrs C McKelvie (Year 6 Letter)
St Leonard’s Catholic School
North End 
Durham 
DH1 4NG

Deadline: Monday 12th July 2021

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk

