
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Wednesday 1st April 2020 

 

Dear Families  

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Wednesday 1st April 2020 

 

Mrs Bell shared a powerful assembly with staff and pupils today. On her daily walk with her son, Mrs 

Bell found a tree stump which is growing new shoots and took a photograph which she shared with 

us. The message was clear and full of hope; do not be afraid and trust in God, “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11). The prayer that Mrs Bell shared can be found at the end of this email.     

 

WORKING WITH THE TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

 

Today the pupils in school spent time working with the Technology Department. At the end of the 

day, the pupils all agreed that the highlight was decorating Easter Biscuits with Mrs Etherington and 

Miss Bennett. Pupils were taught and used a range of techniques including sculpting colourful fondants 

and piping skills. Finally, their creations were presented in handmade Easter boxes. We will share some 

photographs of their creations at the end of the week.    

 

EASTER HOLIDAYS (HOLY WEEK & EASTER WEEK) 

 

The school will be open for the children of Key Workers during the Easter holidays, including Good 

Friday and Easter Monday (Bank Holidays). We should be most grateful if you would let us know 

by 6pm on Thursday 2nd April 2020, if you wish to send your son(s)/daughter(s) to school 

during the holidays. We are working with the Local Authority to see if it is possible to organise 

transport during the holiday period, but this remains unconfirmed.   

 

EASTER ONLINE 

 

Church Service TV https://www.churchservices.tv/ will broadcast the services for the Sacred Triduum 

from several different Churches across the United Kingdom. Please visit their website for details.  

 

EASTER ACTIVITY WORK 

 

Creative Activities for the Easter holidays will go on our school website at the end of this week.  We 

really hope that pupils and parents find these activities helpful, engaging and imaginative.  We look 

forward to any feedback that parents or pupils wish to share with the school. 

 

YEAR 12 ‘TEAMS’ 

 

Today both English and MFL joined the departments that are now using Microsoft Teams to deliver 

lessons.  By the return after the Easter holidays all Year 12 classes will be taught via Teams.  As far as 

is possible the normal timetable of the school day will be followed for the delivery of these lessons.  

We are grateful for your patience whilst we set up these lessons as we know how important it is to 

have contact with your A Level teacher as well as submitting work for them to mark.  By the end of 

this week all Year 12 students have logged onto Teams to become familiar with it in advance of teaching 

after Easter.  If there are any queries, please email admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk and we will be 

able to provide support. 

 

NATIONAL THEATRE COLLECTION 

 

In response to the school closures caused by Coronavirus, National Theatre is now offering username 

and password access to the National Theatre Collection. For a temporary period, plays can be accessed 

https://www.churchservices.tv/
mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/series/national-theatre-collection-iid-190464


remotely ensuring pupils/students studying from home can still watch them.  These details are for 

students and pupils of St Leonard’s. Please DO NOT share these outside of our school community.   

 

At no point should any of these details be posted on social media. This opportunity is both 

generous and thoughtful, we should therefore be grateful if you would respect this direction from the 

National Theatre.    
 
Your access details are:  https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com 
Username:  8Fi+5Hg+ 
Password:  2Pd$0Zy/ 

 

(The Log in button is in the top right-hand corner of the landing page. Please insert your username and 

password to left-hand option of the login pop-up.) 
 
Please ensure you are typing the credentials in rather than copying and pasting them as this can insert 

invisible spaces which invalidate the details. These should be entered under the ‘access log in’ and not 

the ‘personal log in’. If you have any difficulties, please test in another browser as some are known as 

having issues. 

 

The only performances that we have access to in the Catalogue are the National Theatre performances 

(which have NT beside them). 

 

The English Department have made the following recommendations: 
 

▪ All pupils and students: One Man, Two Guvnors  

▪ KS3: Peter Pan and Treasure Island 

▪ KS4: Macbeth and Frankenstein 

▪ KS5: Twelfth Night, Julius Caesar and Medea 

 

GCSE AND A LEVEL GRADING 

 

Ofqual have stated that there will be further guidance on this by the end of the week.  The guidance 

we have received so far says the following:  

 

Teachers will be asked to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have 

received if exams had gone ahead. To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of evidence and 

data including performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment – clear guidance on how to do this 

fairly and robustly will be provided to schools and colleges. The exam boards will then combine this information 

with other relevant data, including prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for 

each student, which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in. 

 

At this stage we have no idea yet about how much importance will be given to each of the different 

factors mentioned like mocks, non-exam work, other assessment, prior or previous attainment, or the 

catch all above ‘other relevant data.’  However, no one piece of evidence such as mocks will be the 

key factor, as schools all take different approaches to timing and content of mocks, so that would be 

unfair and will not happen. This should provide some reassurance. One of the documents also makes 

clear that pupils/students will not automatically get their predicted grades, as, again, schools take 

different approaches to that. So again, avoid worrying about that. In fact, avoid listening to all 

speculation about how calculated grades will be determined and do not try to speculate yourself. This 

may cause you unnecessary worry.  Rest assured that the school will work very hard when the guidance 

is given to explain to parents and pupils the process that will be used to ensure a fair grade to all pupils 

that reflects the grade they would have achieved in their A Level or GCSE examinations. 

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/


 

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

THE SOURCE EVENT - Tonight 

 

The YMT are streaming the Source event tonight from the village at 7pm on their Facebook Live (see 

link below). The Source on lockdown - Wednesday 1st April 7pm http://www.ymt.org/facebook-

feed.html  

 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 

 

Mrs Bell shared prayer with staff and pupils for all those working in the NHS, caring professions and 

other key workers.  

 

We place before You the disease present in our world. 
We turn to You in our time of need. 

Bring wisdom to doctors. 
Give understanding to scientists. 

Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity. 
Bring healing to those who are ill. 

Protect those who are most at risk. 
Give comfort to those who have lost a loved one. 

Welcome those who have died into Your Eternal Home. 

Stabilize our communities. 
Unite us in our compassion. 

Remove all fear from our hearts. 
Fill us with confidence in Your care. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

Amen 

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 
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