
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Tuesday 31st March 2020 

 

Dear Families  

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Tuesday 31st March 2020 

 

Today Mr Coon sent us his reflection on ‘caring for the carers’. Staff and pupils talked about the 

different ways in which we can support and care for those who care for us. From Thursday night 

applause for NHS workers to simply remembering to say ‘thank you’ pupils shared different ways in 

which they show how they are grateful. It is important to remember that although we may be in 

‘isolation’, we are not alone. ‘And the one who has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone...’ John 

8:29. This line from today’s Gospel has helped us today. Hope it helps you too.  

 

WORKING WITH THE BUSINESS & ICT DEPARTMENTS 

 

Today staff and pupils discussed what we mean by ‘community’ and that at St Leonard’s one of our 

aims is to ‘strive to create community’. We concluded that we do this in lots of different ways across 

the school on a day to day basis. The pupils were then encouraged to think about what has happened 

in recent weeks in their community since the start of the virus. Some of the activities we highlighted 

were: 

 

▪ applause for the NHS and carers on Thursday 26th March to show our appreciation for all 

that the NHS are doing 

▪ pictures of rainbows in windows to show solidarity to make people smile and send a message 

of hope 

▪ London eye lit up in blue to show appreciation for NHS staff 

▪ Millennium bridge lit up in blue 

▪ concerts on balconies 

  

Using this information as their theme, the pupils used Moviemaker software to create a short slide 

show sequence, adding music, animations and transitions. For many pupils, this was their first 

experience of the software so not only did they express ideas about community and how we have 

pulled together, they also gained new skills in the process. 

 

In the afternoon session, pupils were encouraged to think about the beautiful city of Durham and all it 

has to offer. They took up the role of ‘Visit England’ advisors and created their own campaign to 

encourage people from other areas to visit our local area. 

 

PASTORAL WORK 

 

Please do not forget that there is PSHE / Pastoral Work for each year group available each week for 

Wednesday Tutor Time. This work is available online. Year 13 students will find a second video 

message from Mrs Alderson.   

 

ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS DURING COVID 19 

 

Many families will be encouraging their children to make good use of technology while we start the 

second week of lockdown with no opportunities to see their classmates “in real life”.  Technology can 

help us all stay in touch safely but parents and carers will want to make sure that their children are as 

safe as possible. 

 

Parental Controls 

Almost all devices allow parental controls to be set.  These can be adjusted depending on the ages of 

the children.  They can: 



 

• Stop children putting new apps on a device until the parents approve them 

• Reduce the chance of a child accidentally spending money on virtual goods 

• Limit the time that children use a device without having a break 

A good starting point is the internet matters website https://www.internetmatters.org/ , go to the 

SETTING CONTROLS section at the top! 

 

Talking 

Probably the best thing you can do to help your son or daughter is to talk to them regularly about how 

they use technology, which apps and sites they use and who their online friends are.  Some children 

struggle with online relationships perhaps either sending or receiving hurtful messages.  Parents and 

carers will be able to help guide youngsters through this difficult area.  If children receive unpleasant 

messages these can usually be reported, and each app or site will have a different way of doing this. 

 

Apps and Sites 

 

The list of apps and websites children are using grows by the minute so printed advice is likely to be 

out of date.  In the UK the NSPCC have a site called Net-Aware https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ which 

explains many current apps, the risks and the benefits of their use.  More apps are listed on the 

American site Common Sense Media https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  

 

Activities for Children 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ is the website aimed at children and their parents from the National 

Crime Agency.  It has lots of useful suggestions and advice on how to report issues.  It also has games 

and activities including Jessie and Friends for the younger children and Band Runner for the older ones.  

 

For the youngest children being tricked into sharing pictures can be an issue. LGfL have produced a 

lovely free video https://undressed.lgfl.net/ which has some great advice and a very catchy song! 

 

More Help? 

 

The NSPCC have teamed up with O2 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/about-

us/partners/nspcc-o2-online-safety-partnership/  to provide advice to parents and have a free helpline 

on 0808 800 5002. Children can call Childline on 0800 1111 for advice on anything that is worrying 

them. Finally, since 2015 it has been a criminal offence for an adult to send a message with sexual 

content to a child (This is Section 67 of the Serious Crime Act 2015).   If you are concerned that this 

might have happened please contact The Police without any further use of the device.  This will help 

ensure that evidence can be preserved.  The Police can be contacted by phone or from the 

Thinkuknow website.  https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

AWARDING OF GCSE AND A LEVEL GRADES 

 

We have had a significant number of emails from parents asking about grades.  We are still waiting for 

further guidance, but please be assured that we have registered all the comments and concerns raised 

by parents and pupils and we will work very hard to ensure pupils achieve the grade that they deserve. 

 

SUBMISSION OF WORK 

 

At present there is no facility for pupils to hand work into teachers (the only except is for BTEC work 

below).  We are currently working on Year 12 using Teams and there are now some lessons online.  

A part of this feature will be the ability for Year 12 students to submit work.  Once this has been 

established the same facility will be rolled out to Year 10 and in time other year groups as appropriate.  

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://undressed.lgfl.net/
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ONE DRIVE 

 

To access the OneDrive for your son/daughter, please click on the link on the front page of the school 

website saying 'Office 365'.  The username is the username your son/daughter uses in school to access 

the school computers with @st-leonards.durham.sch.uk. So, if your son/daughter logs in as 15bloggsj 

it would be 15bloggsj@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk The password is the same password your 

son/daughter uses in school.  This is only being used currently for BTEC work.  It is important when 

pupils complete this work and share it with the teacher that they click to enable ‘editing’ by the teacher. 

 

EASTER ACTIVITY WORK 

 

This work will be available for pupils and parents by Friday of this week.  We hope these creative 

activities will be engaging and interesting for families over the Easter holiday. 

 

YEAR 11 BRIDGING WORK 

 

This will be available by the end of this week.  It is work for Year 11 pupils so that they can start to 

prepare for A Level study.  Although most pupils will only take 3 A Levels it would be sensible for 

pupils to read the material for 4-5 A levels.  This will help them make a more informed choice when 

they decide on their courses.  Staff from school will remain in touch with parents and Year 11 pupils 

over the coming weeks so that pupils receive the normal level of support at this time. 

 

EASTER HOLIDAYS (HOLY WEEK & EASTER WEEK) 

 

The school will be open for the children of Key Workers during the Easter holidays, including Good 

Friday and Easter Monday (Bank Holidays). We should be most grateful if you would let us know by 

6pm on Thursday 2nd April 2020 if you wish to send your son(s)/daughter(s) to school during the 

holidays. The school will be OPEN for the normal school day. We are working with the Local Authority 

to see if it is possible to organise transport during the holiday period, but this remains unconfirmed.    

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 

 

This is a prayer for all those working in the NHS and other caring professions.  

 

Lord Jesus,  

who healed the sick and gave them new life,  

be with doctors, nurses and carers,  

as they act as agents of your healing touch.  

In desperate times, keep them strong yet loving;  

and when their work is done,  

be with them in their weariness and in their tears.  

Amen. 

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 
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