
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Thursday 2nd April 2020 

 

Dear Families  

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Thursday 2nd April 2020 

 

Today Mr Hughes (PE) shared his thoughts about living in isolation. Mr Hughes talked about how we 

can all ‘keep calm and make a list’. What ten things can we plan to do each day? Can we read more? 

Can we learn a new skill? He then shared with the pupils messages and ideas from different teachers. 

Ideas ranged from walking the dog to baking more cakes. From learning Spanish to learning how to 

dance. He also explained the 100 burpees in 100 days challenge, apparently it is not just for PE teachers!   

 

WORKING WITH THE PE DEPARTMENT 

 

It will not surprise you to know that today has been a very active day. Pupils started the day with some 

online work for other subjects, before a bacon sandwich to set them up for the calorie burn that 

followed.  The pupils expending some energy playing badminton, football and some fitness training. 

Highlights today have been learning to juggle, boxing with Mr Capper and taking part in the PE 

Department Easter Twitter Challenges.  If the cabin fever is starting to set in, and you would like to 

accept our Twitter challenge, please follow the PE Department @STLDPE. You will get to see 

members of staff showing off their sporting skills. Why not try some of the challenges yourself! The 

first teacher challenge will ‘go live’ on Monday.  

   

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

 

As we approach the Easter break, we feel it is important to keep things as normal as possible, whilst 

supporting families and the national effort at the same time. Therefore, we intend to treat the next 

two weeks as close to a holiday as possible. For all families we have set ‘Easter Activities’ (see detail 

below), which we hope will help. The school will remain open for children of Key Workers throughout 

the holidays, including the bank holidays. We will pause with the daily communication over this period 

but will share with families prayers and short liturgies that you may wish to use at home. Hopefully, 

this will give us all a break we need, to come back refreshed and developing our online learning and 

planning for next academic year. 

 

We should be most grateful if you would let us know by 6pm TODAY (Thursday 2nd April 

2020), if you wish to send your son(s)/daughter(s) to school during the holidays. We are 

working with the Local Authority to see if it is possible to organise transport during the holiday period, 

but this remains unconfirmed. 

 

GCSE AND A LEVEL GRADING 

 

Ofqual have stated that there will be further guidance on this by the end of the week.  The guidance 

we have received so far says the following:  

 

Teachers will be asked to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have 

received if exams had gone ahead. To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of evidence and 

data including performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment – clear guidance on how to do this 

fairly and robustly will be provided to schools and colleges. The exam boards will then combine this information 

with other relevant data, including prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for 

each student, which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in. 

 

At this stage we have no idea yet about how much importance will be given to each of the different 

factors mentioned like mocks, non-exam work, other assessment, prior or previous attainment, or the 

catch all above ‘other relevant data.’  However, no one piece of evidence such as mocks will be the 

key factor, as schools all take different approaches to timing and content of mocks, so that would be 

unfair and will not happen. This should provide some reassurance. One of the documents also makes 



clear that pupils/students will not automatically get their predicted grades, as, again, schools take 

different approaches to that. So again, avoid worrying about that. In fact, avoid listening to all 

speculation about how calculated grades will be determined and do not try to speculate yourself. This 

may cause you unnecessary worry.  Rest assured that the school will work very hard when the guidance 

is given to explain to parents and pupils the process that will be used to ensure a fair grade to all pupils 

that reflects the grade they would have achieved in their A Level or GCSE examinations. 

 

ON-LINE LESSONS: TEAMS 

 

We are grateful for your patience as the school develops this area.  All of Year 12 will all have some 

on-line provision after Easter.  Staff will then contact students via Teams to inform them of when on-

line lessons are taking place, this will be subject to review as we trial this new approach.  Teams allows 

students to submit work and this is essential so that teachers can mark the work and give students 

feedback on their progress.  If this trial is successful we will explore using Teams for Year 10, this work 

would have a particular focus on pupils’ submission of work in the first instance. 

 

ART ONLINE 

 

The Art Department would like to share some of the on-line resources that are currently available. 

Luckily, many museums and cultural institutions around the world are inspiring people to stay curious 

and occupied by offering free virtual tours, exhibits, videos and performances for people to enjoy from 

their homes. 

 

An excellent place to start is Google Arts & Culture, they teamed up with over 2500 museums and 

galleries around the world to provide virtual tours and online exhibits of some of the most famous 

museums around the world, including Amsterdam’s Van Gogh Museum, London’s National Gallery and 

The British Museum. 

 

https://artsandculture.google.com/ 

 

BISHOP WILKINSON CATHOLIC EDUCATION TRUST 

 

We officially became part of the Trust yesterday alongside St Bede’s, Lanchester, St Thomas More, 

Blaydon, Sacred Heart Primary, Byermoor and St Matthew’s Primary, Prudhoe. We look forward to 

working together as a family of diocesan schools and playing a key role. Let’s keep it all in our prayers. 

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 

 

Mr Hughes shared with prayer with us 

 

Today we pray for those who feel loneliness or isolation,  

those who live without family nearby. 

May they know God’s love compassion and peace. 

Amen.  

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-national-gallery-london
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner

