
Friday 3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Friday 3rd April 2020 

 

As we approach the Holy Week and Easter, we should like to take this opportunity to say thank you 

for your support. Times like these, always bring out the best in people. As a staff we met ‘online’ for 

the first time this morning. It gave us a real boost. As we move into the third term, we are working on 

ways we can further develop ‘being together’ as a school community. 

 

While in school and observing what we have tried to do for pupils at home we really have seen part 

of our vision statement, ‘taking Christ as the model for life’ in action. Watching pupils play football 

with staff at lunchtime, seeing the creativity and care put into lessons to lift the pupils’ spirits and to 

read the moving feedback from parents are all strong signs of our faith in action. Let us build on this 

excellent foundation over the coming weeks, and what looks like, months. 

 

This morning Mr Gray shared with staff and pupils the story behind the foundation of two of the 

world’s most famous sporting brands, Adidas and Puma. Mr Gray told us how both brands started in 

a small German town called Herzogenaurach (Mr Dodds was on hand to help with the pronunciation). 

The two brothers of the Dassler family had previously worked together, but In January 1948, a rift 

formed between the brothers that would remain until their deaths. To this day nobody knows what 

caused of the dispute. Not even their grandchildren know, although there are many theories. Since the 

founding of Puma and Adidas in 1948 and 1949, the population of Herzogenaurach has more than 

tripled from just under 7,000 to 24,500. Adidas headquarters employs almost 5,700 people and round 

1,300 employees work in the town for Puma. After decades of conflict, the two companies made 

symbolic peace with a friendly match in 2009. The game, which took place on United Nations World 

Peace Day, was the first joint initiative of the two billion-strong companies after years of silence. The 

teams were mixed as a sign of reconciliation — Adidas boss, Herbert Hainer, and Puma CEO, Jochen 

Zeitz, also took part. But even during the friendly match, the two brands left nothing to the 

competition: from the jerseys to the ball, everything was branded with the logo of each company. The 

motto of the World Peace Day was ‘peace begins with you’. Mr Gray encouraged all of us to difficult 

times to remember that important message, ‘peace begins with you’.    

 

WORKING WITH THE HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENTS 

 

Today's work has been based around a day in the life of Egypt. The pupils have learnt about the 

geography of Egypt, key cities, sites of historical interest & why the Nile was so significant. They have 

also had a go at creating their own earthquake proof buildings, pyramid & the Sphinx. They have studied 

the work of Howard Carter & some primary sources about the discovery of King Tutankhamun's 

grave. Finishing off with a virtual trip to some of the artefacts in the British Museum with a virtual 

treasure hunt. 

 

EASTER HOLIDAYS / TRANSPORT 

 

The school buses will run as normal for the next two weeks (Holy Week and Easter Week). However, 

the SL04 and SL05 routes will be combined starting and finishing at the first/last stop for the SL04 each 

day. Pupils do not need to wear their school uniform each day during the holidays. If there are any 

planned and/or changes to the transport arrangements, we will contact parents/carers. Please note 

that operators may use smaller vehicles.       

 

SAFETY GOGGLES FOR THE NHS 

 



We have responded to a request from the NHS asking us if we have any Science goggles to donate. 

We have collected all the goggles from the Science Department, and these have been collected today 

for use by our NHS colleagues. We are pleased to have been able to make this contribution and to 

help the NHS at this time.  

 

EASTER ACTIVITY WORK 

 

This work will be on-line by tomorrow morning.  There is no expectation for pupils to complete the 

work; the tasks and quizzes are given in the spirit of providing creative and fun tasks over the Easter 

holidays.  We hope you enjoy them. 

 

RESPONSE TO PUPIL AND PARENTAL QUERIES 

 

Over the last 2 weeks we have aimed to respond to pupil and parental queries within 24 hours.  

Sometimes this has been by individual response, in other instances we have updated the work to reflect 

any queries.  With the Easter break starting this weekend the response time for any queries will not 

be as prompt and we would thank you for your patience and understanding if there is no immediate 

response to any queries. 

 

YEAR 11 – WELCOME TO THE SIXTH FORM 

 

Year 11 A Level Bridging Work will be available on the school website by tomorrow morning.  There 

is within the online folder a general introduction to the Sixth Form which gives an overview of life in 

the Sixth Form and beyond.  As we mentioned earlier in the week, we would really recommend that 

students look at 4-5 subjects to help them make an informed choice about their A Level choice(s).  At 

this time of year, the school would normally be working closely with Year 11 and looking at their 

choices for Sixth Form.  This work will continue this year but will be conducted by telephone over the 

coming weeks.  It will take a few weeks to contact all parents and pupils and we are grateful for your 

patience whilst this is on-going.  In the meantime, if any pupils have queries or questions about the 

Sixth Form that they wish to raise please email the school on admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 

marking the email for the attention of Mr Simmons. 

 

YEAR 13 – BRIDGING MATERIAL 

 

A guide for Year 13 students will be available on the school website by tomorrow morning.  This 

includes guidance on University, UCAS, On-line material and Apprenticeships. 

 

A LEVEL AND GCSE GRADES  

 

Ofqual published further guidance today on the process for awarding of GCSE and A Level grades.  

There are three documents linked below.  The first is the national guidance given to teachers; the 

second is a document for parents, carers and pupils.  There is also a letter addressed directly to 

pupils/students.   

 

Guidance: Heads of Centre, Heads of Department and Teachers 

 

Guidance: Teachers, Parents, Carers and Students 

 

Letter to Students 

 

We appreciate the difficulty situation for current Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students.  The guidance 

is very clear and anticipates many questions around the grading of A Levels and GCSEs.  We would 

reassure parents, carers and pupils/students that the school will approach this task in a fair and 

professional manner that absolutely reflects the grade we anticipated each student would have 

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877930/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_heads_of_centres.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf


achieved, in each subject, in the summer examinations. At this stage we would stress the range of 

evidence that we have been asked to consider for each subject so that the grade we submit will be 

based on a broad range of evidence from their studies in school until 20th March 2020 as outlined in 

these documents.   

 

There is no need for pupil/students to submit any extra work that has been completed since 

school closed on 20th March 2020 and there is some very clear guidance from Ofqual on page 4 on this 

topic. Please do not contact individual teachers or Heads of Department.  We do understand 

that pupils/students develop their ability across the course, and we have a range of experience and 

evidence to use when calculating the final grade that any pupil/student would have achieved in his/her 

final examinations.  

 

VOCATIONAL GRADES 

 

The guidance released today says that there will be further guidance released in the future around the 

awarding of BTEC and other vocational course grades. 

 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 

 

Mr Gray shared this prayer for staff and pupils today  

 

Dear Lord, at the start of each day,  

help us to recognise you above all else.  

Enlighten the eyes of our heart so that we might see you 

 and notice how you guide us in our actions.  

Give us wisdom to make the best choices,  

fill us with a desire to seek after you more than  

anything else in this world. 

Amen. 

 

May we wish families a happy and holy Easter. May God bless you all and keep you safe. 

 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


