
Dear Families  

 

Monday of Holy Week – 6th April 2020 

 
Holy Week is most definitely a very sacred time of the year, for it is now that we will commemorate and 
remember the last week of Jesus' life on this earth. These are the days leading up to the great Easter Feast. 

The Lenten season of sacrifice and self-denial is about to come to an end, but this coming week is extremely 
important for all Christians. The greatest focus of the week is the Passion (suffering) and Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ and the events that led up to it. Many of the traditional names for each day have fallen out of 
use, but help us to remember this Holy Week.  

 

Fig Monday – The day on which Christ cursed the fig tree. Sometimes, people ate dried figs on this 

day to commemorate the miracle. 

 

Spy Wednesday – The day on which Judas Iscariot met with the Jewish priests and made plans for 

the betrayal, hence the name “spy.” 

 

Maundy Thursday – This one comes from the Latin Vulgate version of John 13:34 “A new 

commandment I give unto you: That you love one another, as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 

In Latin, the verse begins with Mandatum novum do vobis. The word “Maundy” is a corruption of 

“mandatum” meaning commandment. 

 

Good Friday – Here “good” recalls Middle English in which the word denotes piety or holiness.  

 

Holy Saturday – A quiet day, the perfect Sabbath of Christ. Every time we say the Apostles’ Creed, 

we note that Jesus ‘descended into hell.’ Holy Saturday is the day that commemorates this event. 

 

LIVE STREAMING OF HOLY WEEK LITURGIES 

 

You can access information on the celebration of Holy Week Liturgies from across the United Kingdom 

and beyond by visiting https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 

 

WORKING WITH THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 

Today the pupils in school have enjoyed a Guess the Science teacher from their baby photos. Then 

teachers and pupils discussed what a citizen scientist was, and they were introduced to some live 

studies that they could take part in - one of which was the earthworm watch. The pupils went outside 

with shovels and trowels to collect information about the soil and carbon storage as well as recording 

the types of earthworms found. After lunch we discussed how Easter always occurs in spring and how 

spring is a time when everything is bursting into life. We discussed the giant bumblebees, the birds and 

the frogs that we are beginning to see when out on our daily walks. And since we will all be making 

the most of our own back gardens this spring (during isolation) we thought it would be a good idea to 

paint our favourite spring animals onto stones.  

 

EASTER HOLIDAYS / TRANSPORT 

 

The school buses will run as normal for the next two weeks (Holy Week and Easter Week). However, 

the SL04 and SL05 routes will be combined starting and finishing at the first/last stop for the SL04 each 

day. Pupils do not need to wear their school uniform each day during the holidays. If there 

are any planned and/or changes to the transport arrangements, we will contact parents/carers. Please 

note that operators may use smaller vehicles.       

 

PRAYER FOR MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 

 

Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful, 

https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/


in these days of challenge, make us stronger in you; 

in these days of emptiness, take possession of us; 

in these days of waiting, open our hearts to the mystery our your cross. 

Amen.  

 

May we wish families a happy and holy Easter. May God bless you all and keep you safe. 

 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


