
Dear Families 

 

Easter Thursday – 16th April 2020 

 

 

WORKING WITH THE PE DEPARTMENT 

 

Mr Hughes opened today’s assembly on the theme of Stewardship.  Pupils learned that for Catholics 

stewardship is a theological belief that humans are responsible for taking care of the world that God 

has made. He showed pupils examples where humans mistakes have been made, for example coral 

bleaching, plastic in the oceans and deforestation.  Pupils then watched a video about how humans have 

the power to make decisions that can create change in a positive way.  They looked at some modern-

day examples of stewardship, including Boyan Slat the inventor and CEO of Ocean Cleanup, who 

invented a way to remove plastic from the ocean.  As a final challenge Mr Hughes gave each pupil a 

small plant to take home. This was to be their first small step to looking after the environment and 

making a positive change. 

 

With the PE department pupils have enjoyed researching the positive impact their families make at 

home on the environment. They looked at using bags for life and using water bottles rather than single 

use plastics. The highlight of the day was a treasure hunt, which included a rare glimpse of the attic and 

cellars of the school. During the afternoon pupils completed some of the Twitter challenges that the 

PE department had made look easy. They soon realised that practice would be needed to make them 

perfect. 

 

 

KEEPING AN ACTIVE MIND 

 

Various departments run Twitter pages and there are some interesting and imaginative challenges 

taking place.  The activities include singing ducks and historical events re-told using emojis.  There are 

also some relevant links from each subject area that help keep minds active using within the 

specialism of each subject.  Each department is linked as @STLDMusic, @STLDHistory etc. 

 

 

 

EASTER THURSDAY GOSPEL 

 

It is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead 

 

The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised Jesus at 

the breaking of bread.  They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and 

said to them, ‘Peace be with you!’ In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. 

But he said, ‘Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my 

hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as 

you can see I have.’ And as he said this he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that 

they still could not believe it, and they stood there dumbfounded; so he said to them, ‘Have you 

anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their 

eyes.    Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled.’ He then 

opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So you see how it is written 

that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses to this.’ 

 

 



REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL – POPE FRANCIS 

 

Jesus’ presence stills our fears. 

 

In his homily today, Pope Francis explained that the days after the resurrection of Jesus were not very 

tranquil in Jerusalem. The people were filled with “fear, amazement, doubt”, he said.  Even the disciples, 

who knew that the Lord had risen, that He had appeared to Simon, and had heard the testimony of 

the disciples who returned from Emmaus, were afraid.  Their fear heightened to fright when Jesus 

appeared in their midst and they thought that they were seeing a ghost (cf Lk 24: 37). It’s the same 

thing that happened when Jesus had come to them walking on the water (cf Jn 6: 19). That experience, 

and whatever Jesus had said to Peter after His resurrection, kept them silent this time.  Jesus’ presence 

calmed the fears of the disciples when He appeared to them and said: “Why are you so agitated, and 

why are these doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my hands! Touch me and see for yourselves! A 

ghost has no flesh and bones.” 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER  

  

  

If you were not risen,  

Lord Christ, to whom should we go 

to discover a radiance of the face of God? 

  

If you were not risen, 

we would not be together seeking your communion. 

We would not find in your presence, forgiveness, 

wellspring of a new beginning.  

  

If you were not risen, 

where would we draw the energy for following you, 

right to the end of our existence,  

for choosing you again and anew? 

  

Br Roger of Taizé 

 

The peace and joy of the Risen Christ!  

  

“In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. It is the hope of a better time, 

in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; 

it is not an illusion, it is a hope.” Pope Francis  

  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Our Lady help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


