
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Wednesday 25th March 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Wednesday 25th March 2020, The Solemnity of the 

Annunciation  

 

Today, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Annunciation. This morning in Rome, the Holy 

Father, Pope Francis invited “the Heads of the Churches and the leaders of every Christian community, 

together with all Christians of the various confessions, to invoke the Almighty, the omnipotent God, to recite at 

the same time the prayer that Jesus, our Lord, taught us” – the Our Father. “On that day on which many 

Christians recall the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary of the Incarnation of the Word”, Pope Francis prayed, 

“may the Lord listen to the united prayer of all of His disciples who are preparing themselves to celebrate the 

victory of the Risen Christ”. 

 

This morning, Mrs Grainger invited both staff and pupils join with Pope Francis in praying for our needs 

and the needs of the world. Building upon the work that the pupils shared yesterday, we were 

encouraged to pray Pope Francis’ Five-Finger Prayer.  

 

(1) The Thumb: to start praying for those who are closest to you, they are the easiest to remember. 

(2) The Index Finger: for those who instruct and heal you, they need the support and wisdom to show 

direction to others.  

(3) The Middle Finger: for those in authority, we pray for our leaders both in the Church and in the 

world, may they continue to work for the common good of all humanity.  

(4) The Ring Finger: it is our weakest finger, it reminds us to pray for the weakest, the sick, the poor 

and those in difficulty.  

(5) The Little Finger: to pray for yourself, the smallest finger should remind you to pray for your own 

needs.  

 

LETTERS TO LOVED ONES 

 

The staff and pupils were then encouraged to write letters, not type, but handwrite letters to their 

loved ones. Mrs Grainger told pupils about the power of receiving a letter through the post especially 

in these times of ‘distance’ between people. At the end of the day these letters were posted, and we 

remembered in prayer the staff of the Royal Mail who continue to ensure that our letters will reach 

those we love.   

 

WORKING WITH THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 

Today Mr McConnell, Mrs Jackson, Miss McKay and Mrs Clements worked together with the pupils 

on persuasive writing. Pupils were encouraged to think about different ways in which they might 

support the government’s effort and convince people to stay at home. They worked collectively to 

create a list of activities to stay busy, happy and safe whilst at home. We will share this list with you in 

the next few days. This afternoon pupils entered the ‘Dragon’s Den’ to pitch their innovative household 

products and attempt to convince their classmates to invest. Thanks once again to both staff and pupils 

for a wonderful day.      

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

 

 



NEXT STAGE FOR PUPIL WORK 

 

Thank you again for the feedback about the ‘on-line’ work.  Staff are responding to these queries and 

the work is updated by the following morning with further clarification.  We are still actively working 

on using Microsoft Teams to allow pupils to submit work with some trials with Year 12. We are also 

developing some ‘bridging’ material for Year 11 pupils to help them prepare for the next stage of their 

education. 

 

COLLECTION OF ITEMS FROM SCHOOL 

 

Unfortunately, we are not yet in a position to arrange for any items left in school to be returned.  If 

pupils did not have the opportunity to collect exercise books, we ask that they work on paper instead.  

Until we have further advice, musical instruments and projects from textiles, technology and art will 

have to remain in school. 

 

PUPILS ENTITLED TO FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

 

Over the next few days, supermarket vouchers will be made available to the parents/carers of those 

pupils who receive free school meals. Parents/carers should receive a text message or email to the 

primary number/address registered with the school. The message will ask you to choose a preferred 

supermarket from the following: Tesco, Morrisons, Asda and Sainsbury’s. Once you have made your 

choice, the e-voucher will be sent automatically. Please note that this system has been organised by 

the DfE and is not a school system. If there are any queries or you have not received a text or email 

by the end of the week and your son/daughter is entitled Free School Meals please email admin@st-

leonards.durham.sch.uk with Free School Meals in the subject box.  

 

TRANSPORT 

 

We continue to receive several questions/queries about transport. The school buses will continue to 

run as normal each morning. There will be a full-service until the end of this term, although operators 

may use smaller vehicles. If your son/daughter is coming to school and normally travels on the school 

bus, they will be able to continue to do so. He/she should use his/her school bus pass as evidence of 

the right to travel. However, if a school bus does NOT pick up any children in the morning, that route 

will NOT operate that afternoon. Please be assured that ALL buses will continue to run each 

morning.   

 

TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT COVID-19  

 

Several parents have requested some information as how to best discuss the COVID-19 virus with 

children and young people, whilst supporting their emotional and psychological well-being. Our school 

counsellor, Joanne Lawrence has provided the following useful links.      

 

Top tips for supporting children and young people around COVID-19 (all based on the current 

evidence base) 

https://emergingminds.org.uk/supporting-children-and-young-people-with-worries-and-anxiety-

coronavirus/ 
 

Advice for those supporting children and young people around COVID-19 (PDF for download) 

https://emergingminds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID19_advice-for-parents-and-

carers_20.3_.pdf 
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PRAYER 

 

Mrs Grainger shared this prayer with the staff and pupils today. Perhaps we can all make this prayer 

our own.  

 

In these worrying times 

Remember that the Lord goes before you,  

He walks behind you,  

He walks beside you,  

He carries you in the palm of His hand, 

He is strength in your weakness, 

He is your rock and your hiding place,  

He is your light and your salvation, 

Remember that you are His, 

and He knows your name. 

And always remember that you are loved 

Amen 

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady, help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


