
INFORMATION FROM EMAIL SENT: Tuesday 24th March 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Tuesday 24th March 2020 

 

“Hope opens new horizons and enables us to dream of what is not even imaginable” 

Pope Francis 

 

Today Miss Blackie invited both staff and pupils to learn about the power of hope. Staff and pupils 

learnt about the ‘rainbows in windows to spread joy and hope’. Have you been wondering why there 

are rainbows popping up in windows around your local area? With new measures in place in these 

anxious times and many places closing because of coronavirus, children across the world are connecting 

with each other by drawing/painting colourful rainbows and putting them in their windows for others 

to see.  

 

WORKING WITH THE RE DEPARTMENT 

 

“And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.”  

(1 John 4:21) 

 

Building on the theme of hope at this time, RE teachers Miss Walker and Mr McTernan have been 

working with the pupils to make prayer cards for those who are lonely or anxious that this time. Here 

are some of the messages that our pupils have shared:  

 

“Here at St Leonard’s we would like you to know that you are always in our prayers. We are begging the Lord 

that you are staying safe and protected. Many of us understand that you might be feeling lonely and isolated 

but I’m hoping this message has made you feel happy and made you realise our thoughts are always towards 

you and you are always being watched over by God. God has put you first and placed you in the palm of his 

hand. He is keeping you safe through scary time. Please never forget God is always there and always there to 

talk. Stay safe.”  

from Amy  

 

“Just to let you know. We all still think about you. I pray for you and give you hope during this hard time. Like 

Jesus once said, ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ I am a Year 7 pupil and my favourite subject is 

Science. Stay safe and healthy.”  

from Roisin 

 

“Don’t doubt that you are loved. All of your family love you even though you cannot see them at this time.”  

from Benjamin  

 

“This is a message to comfort you and your friends and family in this difficult time. At St Leonard’s we are all 

praying for you and bless you in this hard time.”  

from Rhys 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

We are currently working on a more straightforward way for families to communicate with the school, 

online.  Until we have developed this, we will attempt to answer as many questions as we can through 

our daily email. We should be grateful if you would not email staff individually. This will help us to 

ensure that we respond in a more effective way, Over time, we will look to develop our communication 

channels as outlined below. 

 

LEARNING 



 

Our immediate focus is to ensure that our communication and initial work for all Year Groups is in 

place. We aim to continue to set high quality work; to think about how we can teach online; how we 

can assess online and how we can best prepare all pupils, especially Year11 and Year 13 for the next 

stage in their education, training or employment. Please let us know if you have any ideas and/or 

questions. 

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

Thank you for your continuing support around if and when to send your children into school. We 

appreciate that the governmental guidance around key workers is broad, however all schools have 

been asked to remind parents/carers that, where reasonable, schools are maintaining a skeleton staff 

and offering support to parents/carers this is primarily to ensure that the frontline workers who are 

essential to the Corvid-19 response can continue to work. 

 

The local authority information states:  

 

“Each school will have different levels of demand for these places and may handle this situation differently in 

order to ensure the welfare of all staff and children.  We ask you to respect any restrictions your school may 

put in place to help them cope during these challenging times. Finally, can we remind you, that in line with 

Public Health England guidance, the best place for your child, wherever possible is at home with you, helping 

to maintain good social distancing for our wider community.” 

 

We are most grateful for the sensible and considerate decisions that parents continue to make.  

 

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors, AND 

you cannot keep your child safe at home then your children will be prioritised for education provision. 

It should be stressed in order to support the national approach, sending children into 

school SHOULD be a LAST RESORT.  

  

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day. 

 

TRANSPORT 

 

The school buses will continue to run as normal each morning. There will be a full-service until 

the end of this term, although operators may use smaller vehicles. If your son/daughter is coming 
to school and normally travels on the school bus, they will be able to continue to do so. He/she 

should use his/her school bus pass as evidence of the right to travel. However, if a school bus does 
NOT pick up any children in the morning, that route will NOT operate that afternoon. Please 

be assured that ALL buses will continue to run each morning.   
 
ONLINE WORK 

 

Thank you again for the feedback on the work that is set online.  The small number of issues reported 

so far should have now been resolved. If, however, there are unresolved issues/queries please let us 

know.   

 

BTEC: YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13  

 

Pearson, the awarding body for BTEC qualifications, has issued the following guidance:  

 

Can learners still carry on with completing internal units/components at home? If they 

are able to do so, would the work still need to be authenticated by the teacher? Yes. This 



will be determined by the direction set by your centre in how teaching and assessment will continue whilst 

schools and colleges are closed. Authentication would still need to take place, however the statement by the 

Assessor on the Pearson published Assessment Record template states ‘to the best of my knowledge’ 

to safeguard against circumstances such as this. 

 

Following this guidance, pupils can continue to work on their BTEC portfolio.  Teachers are currently 

uploading this work to pupils’ ‘One Drive’.  Pupils taking BTEC qualifications will receive a separate 

email about this work and how to access the ‘One Drive.’ 

 

VOCATIONAL GCSES (Food, Textiles, Systems) 

 

We have, to date, received no guidance on completing the NEA (coursework) component of GCSEs 

since the announcement last Wednesday that GCSEs are cancelled.  However, the NEA component is 

clearly a significant piece of evidence that can be used to help determine pupils’ grades.  Pupil work is 

currently being organised on the ‘One Drive’ with this in mind and if there is any further guidance this 

will be passed onto pupils as soon as possible. 

 

YEAR 11 PREPARATION FOR SIXTH FORM STUDY 

 

Several of pupils and parents have asked about work to help prepare for Sixth Form study.  We aim 

to have some work for all subjects available in the coming weeks.  It will be published in the same 

manner as the current work under ‘School Closure Work’ and will be a combination of reading, links, 

articles and other resources to help Year 11 prepare for A Levels and BTECs in the Sixth Form.   

 

PASTORAL WORK 

 

As tomorrow is Wednesday, a range of Pastoral Work has been made available via the website for 

pupils/students in all year groups. For Year 13 students there is a special video message from Mrs 

Alderson.   

 

PRAYER 

 

Miss Blackie shared this prayer with the staff and pupils today. Perhaps we can all make this prayer our 

own.  

 

Lord Jesus,  
hope overcomes,  

hope heals,  
hope restores,  
hope inspires,  
hope conquers,  

hope frees,  
hope is your gift to the world,  

thank you,  
Amen 

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady, help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 

http://click.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=3dbb5a4d90c87c67336ab091823975983f55163c24edec98d4d9e6e255560a67eca35456397a0c2211e7dd00377bf21def0fb8897d5ebe8b

