
Dear Families 

 

COVID-19 Update to Parents – Monday 23 March 2020 

 

As we enter into this new period of time, managing school closure, our daily communication will be 

for parents/ carers as well as our pupils/students. We ask parents to kindly share the contents of this 

email with their children.  

 

Many thanks for the positive feedback that we are receiving; it really gives staff a boost.  

 

Over the coming weeks it would be great to hear and see how we are all managing and adapting. It 

would be wonderful, as a community if we could, via the school email, share any messages, photos, 

good ideas and perhaps ask for prayers. Speaking to one younger pupil, whose family had devised a 

rota, she described it as a ‘bossy bit of paper!’ 

 

We hope the first day has gone relatively smoothly. Structure and routine can be good and, in uncertain 

times, both are much needed. We are busy working on the study materials for the next two weeks. 

We had 14 pupils in school today, which is about the same as most secondary schools in the region. 

This is a big support to help keep these pupils and our staff as safe as possible, but also to help our 

families with parents/carers who are key workers, so that they can continue their vital work. Please 

keep them in your prayers.   

 

Thank you to all of the staff in school today and in particular the Science Department. Our two pupils 

of the day were Rafaella and Jack, both of whom displayed positive and joyful attitudes all day. The 

science department were also deeply impressed by the ‘scientific questions’ that they asked. All 14 

pupils were a credit to themselves and to their families. They all enjoyed choosing any seat they wanted 

on the bus home! 

 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER  

  

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors, AND 

you cannot keep your child safe at home then your children will be prioritised for education provision. 

It should be stressed in order to support the national approach, sending children into 

school SHOULD be a LAST RESORT.  

  

If your son/daughter will be attending school, please let us know. We should be grateful if you would 

confirm by 6pm the day before, if your son/daughter will attend school on the following day.      

 

EXAMINATION GRADES: GCSE AND A LEVEL 

 
We are very aware of the concern that Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students will undoubtedly feel at 

this time.  While we await further guidance from the government, we wish to reassure pupils/students 

that we will work to ensure that pupils/students receive the grades that they deserve.  Initial guidance 

suggests that schools will consider the range of evidence available, this includes teacher assessment, 

internal assessments (including the recent mocks) and an estimation of how pupils would have 

performed in the final examinations.  We wish to reassure pupils/students that the recent mock grade 

is only one small piece of evidence and we are aware that pupils/students often underperform in mock 

examinations. 

   

The current national guidance can be accessed by clicking on the links below and we will keep parents 

and pupils/students informed as new guidance is released.   

 

Guidance from the Department for Education 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced


Guidance from AQA exam board 

 
FEEDBACK ON PUPIL WORK 

 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out the online form about the work.  The work is updated every 

evening and this update (usually live by 8pm) will reflect the questions that many of you are asking.  

Please find below some of the main questions that we are receiving, together with our response.   

 

QUESTIONS RELATING TO GCSE AND A LEVEL 

 

Do you need to hand in revision guides / exam preparation books? Not at this stage. Only when 

the current risks are significantly reduced will we look at this. 

 

Does this work go towards our final grade for GCSE or A Level? The guidance we have so far 

is that the final grade will be based on ‘a range of evidence and data including performance on mock exams 

and non-exam assessment’.  The full Department for Education guidance and guidance from the AQA Exam 

Board is linked (see above).  At this stage we would encourage pupils to complete the work to bring the course 

to a natural end, and to help them prepare for their next stage of education.  We are thinking in particular 

how we can best prepare all pupils, especially examination year groups for the next stage in their education at 

this time. 

 

Should I keep my work if I am in Year 11 or Year 13? We strongly recommend that pupils keep all 

of their work, including any mock papers and assessments, in case this is asked for at a later stage.  It would 

be sensible for pupils to organise their work so that all of their work is ordered and well-organised should it be 

needed. 

 

Do I still complete NEA / Coursework? It would make sense to complete this work.  We know that 

practical work cannot be done, but it would be natural to complete any written work as far as possible.  We 

understand that we are operating under very severe restrictions at the moment. 

 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

 

I have the wrong (or no) exercise book? Please at this stage do not worry about not having your 

exercise book.  We just ask that pupils try their hardest and take pride in their work.   

 

Do I have to submit work? At this stage we are not looking for pupils to submit work, but it is an area 

we are currently looking into.  We are trialing this with some Year 12 classes this week, and depending on the 

success of this, we will decide on possible ways forward.   

    

The Year 8 German work seems incorrect? Our apologies, this linked to Year 7 work and will be 

updated on the website later this evening. 

 

FINALLY 

 

As we mentioned yesterday about seeing with God’s eyes, Mr Q Hughes shared this beautiful poem 

with us as part of our morning prayer. We thought that you may like to share it too. 

 
Laura Kelly Fanucci’s Poem, a Catholic writer from Minnesota  
 

When this is over, may we never again take for granted  
A handshake with a stranger  

Full shelves at the store  
Conversations with neighbours  

A crowded theatre  
Friday night out  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/coronavirus-updates


The taste of communion  
A routine check-up  

The school rush each morning  
Coffee with a friend  
The stadium roaring  
Each deep breath  
A boring Tuesday  

Life itself.  
When this ends  

may we find  
that we have become  
more like the people  

we wanted to be  
we were called to be  

we hoped to be  
and may we stay  

that way — better  
for each other  

because of the worst. 

 

May God bless you, your families and friends at this time and always.  

 

Our Lady, help of the sick. Pray for us.  

St Leonard. Pray for us 

 


