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Welcome to AS Level Music!
Here is some information and work to prepare you for the course.
The specification at a glance:
A-level Music is a six-unit course; three units must be completed for AS level and all six
units for the full A-level. Each level includes:


a written examination testing listening skills, knowledge and understanding and requiring
students to write in depth about set works and music from a selected area of study



the study of compositional techniques, or composition using and developing the student's
own musical ideas, or an arrangement of a given piece of music



demonstration of performing skills as soloists, in ensembles and/or using music technology.

For more detailed information about the course, please visit the AQA website:
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7271
The 3 units you will study in Year 12 are:
Component 1

Appraising Music
This includes listening and analysis of set works

40%

Component 2

Performance
Ten minutes worth of performance

35%

Component 3

Composition
Two compositions: one to a set brief plus a free
composition

25%
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Before starting the course, please prepare the following:
MUSC1

1. Do some reading and research on music in the Classical period, 1750
– 1820. Write a summary of your findings, in your own words (about
two sides of A4).
2. Do some reading and research on the life and music of Mozart,
focusing on the way he developed opera. Write a summary of your
findings, in your own words (about two sides of A4).
3. Choose any song from any musical and produce a one side
description. Your analysis should focus on context, melody, rhythm,
instrumentation, texture and structure.
4. Visit www.musictheory.net and ensure that your basic theory is
sound.
If you are not already at Grade V standard, you are welcome to
attend Theory Lessons on Mondays after school. These subsidised
lessons currently cost £35 per term.

MUSC2

1. Compose a 16 bar piece of music for three instruments of your
choice, showing imitation between instruments. You can hand write
this or use notation software, such as Musescore.

MUSC3

1. Prepare a solo performance of your choice lasting at least two
minutes.

Suggested reading:



Publisher: OUP
Oxford; 6 edition
(Aug 2013)



ISBN-13: 9780199578542



Price: £8.70
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Publisher: W. W.
Norton & Co.; 8I.S.ed
edition (3 Mar 2009)



ISBN-13: 9780393932805



Price: £33.24

