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Context
Core
reading:

The A level course will focus on two distinct periods of History. A breadth study of
change over time; The Tudors1485-1603, and a depth study; America1945-1990. In
addition in Y13 you will complete an independent study as part of coursework
Tudors 1485-1603
The following are core textbooks that will be used in the Tudor lessons. You will
be issued with school copies of these when you start the course:
The Tudors 1485-1603 (Flagship History), Derrick Murphy
The Early Tudors: Henry VII to Mary I (Access to History), Roger Turvey
Elizabeth I: Meeting the challenge, England 1541-1603 (Access to History), John
Warren
America 1945-1990
The following are core textbooks that will be used in the America lessons. You will
be issued with school copies of these when you start the course:
United States 1776-1992 (Flagship History), Derrick Murphy
The American Dream: Reality and Illusion (Access to History), Vivienne Sanders

Wider
reading:

Tudors 1485-1603
The Winter King, Thomas Penn
Henry VIII: Personalities and Politics, David Starkey,
Tudor England, John Guy
Elizabeth: The Forgotten Years, John Guy
America 1945-1990
The Korean War, M Hastings
The Vietnam War 1956-1975, A Wiest
Chickenhawk, R Mason

Visual sources
& websites:

Tudors 1485-1603
Available on YouTube:
The Winter King
Henry VIII: The Mind of a Tyrant (four part series)
https://tudorrebellions.wordpress.com/
http://www.tudors.org/
America 1945-1990
Relevant Feature Films:
Thirteen Days (2000)
The Help (2011)
Selma (2014)
Platoon (1986)
Apocalypse Now (1979)

Written tasks

Tudors 1485-1603:
This preparatory work is designed to give you an overview of 15th century England
so that you will have sufficient contextual understanding to begin your course.
In the immediate period before 1485, England had been divided due to dynastic
struggles for the throne between the descendants of Edward III. Two rival factions
(the Houses of York and Lancaster) had involved England, and its nobility, in a civil
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war. It was to be Henry Tudor (later Henry VII) who, in defeating Richard III at
Bosworth Field, brought the Wars of the Roses to an end and stability to the
Crown.
In the first part of our British history course we will study how effectively Henry VII
established a secure Tudor dynasty. In order to understand this, it is important to
have a grasp what society and the role of the monarch was like in in 1485.
Task 1:
Using the material from article 1, complete a table/makes notes on the main
problems the following monarchs faced during their reigns:
Henry IV
Henry V
Henry VI
Task 2:
Using research from the internet (http://www.warsoftheroses.com/ is a good
website), draw/create a timeline of the main events of the Wars of the Roses. Make
it clear on your timeline the different periods when the Yorkists and Lancastrians
controlled England.
Task 3:
Use the information from Article 2 answer the following questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why did Richard, Duke of Gloucester, seize the throne?
Why did the Duke of Buckingham rebel against Richard III?
How did Richard III try to stabilise his Government?
Why was Richard III overthrown?

America 1945-1990
These tasks are designed to give you an understanding of the context to the period
of American history you are going to be studying. Throughout the 1920s, America
was a hot-bed of great change. Fashion, music, architecture and attitudes were all
changing making it both an exciting time, but also one filled with tensions between
the old and the new. One area of concern to many was that of immigration. People
from all over the world saw America as the land of hopes and dreams, and as such
many hoped to make it their new home. As more and more immigrants arrived, the
reaction of many of the people of America became more extreme.
Task 1
Read Article 3 and answer the following questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

How many people emigrated to the USA between 1910 and 1920?
Why was this seen as threatening by many people?
Explain the Quota Act of 1921.
How did the National Origins Act take this a step further?
What was the effect of these on immigration in 1930s?
Why did violence erupt in Chicago in July 1919?
Why was the Ku Klux Klan reformed?
Do some research about the KKK and record below 5 facts about the Klan
from this time period.
How was the Klan able to have significant political power in certain areas?
Explain why the Klan had an equally quick decline in 1925.
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Task 2
Read Article 4 and answer the following questions:
1. Read the article above and summarise the main causes of the depression.
2. Which of these causes do you think is the most significant? Explain why
Task 3
Read Article 5 and then make a spider diagram or mind map of the impact of WW2
on America. You could categorise your diagram into political, economic and social
effects.
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Article 3: Immigration and the Ku Klux Klan
Throughout the 1920s, America was a hot-bed of great change. Fashion, music, architecture and attitudes were all changing making it both an exciting time, but also one
filled with tensions between the old and the new. One area of concern to many was that of immigration. People from all over the world saw America as the land of hopes
and dreams, and as such many hoped to make it their new home. As more and more immigrants arrived, the reaction of many of the people of America became more
extreme. Read the article on the next few pages and answer the questions that follow.
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Article 4: Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression
Below is some information about the Wall Street Crash and the causes of the Depression. Complete the
diagram that follows.
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Causes of the Depression

Article 5
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