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Message from the Head Teacher 
Dear Parents, 

 

July brings the end of another school year and a key transition point for many 

students and families (and some staff).  In recent weeks we have said 

goodbyes to Year 13 and some Year 11s while simultaneously welcoming 

Year 6 who will join us in September.  

 

The end of term is also an exciting time with our much-loved Sports Day and 

the many activities and trips comprising Activities Week. Please help staff to 

make these enjoyable and safe experiences by reminding your children of the 

need for exemplary behaviour in all situations. 

 

Thanks for the support you have given the school throughout the past 

academic year and may I wish you and your families a peaceful summer break 

whenever you get one. 

 

On a personal note, you will be aware that I am retiring as Head Teacher of 

St Leonard’s in August.  I would like to thank parents, governors, clergy and 

friends of the school for their support over the past thirteen years while I 

have been Head.  I know that parents will continue to give the school your 

full support in September under the leadership of Mr Hammill.   

 

The following will be joining the staff of St Leonard’s in September: 

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing see some of you on results days this August. 

Mr S B Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On the front cover of 

this issue, is a 

photograph of some 

Year 7s with the        

‘In Bloom’ school 

planters.  For more 

information about this, 

head to page 4. 

Farewell to Mr Campbell 
 

As many of you will already be aware, Mr Campbell is retiring at the end this academic year. He has 

been a member of the teaching profession for 33 years and on the staff of St Leonard’s for 22 years.  Mr 

Campbell joined the staff of St Leonard’s in 1997 as Deputy Head Teacher.  In September 2006, he took 

over as Head Teacher.  A dedicated teacher of English, he has never lost the love, wonder and life of 

the classroom.  Committed to bringing the best out in every pupil and student, St Leonard’s is not only 

losing its Head Teacher, but first and foremost an outstanding teacher of English.  Whatever changes 

have taken place in the life of the school, he has remained steadfast in ensuring that Christ is, and always 

shall be, the reason for this school and the unseen but ever-present teacher in every classroom. 

 

Mr Campbell will be greatly missed for his humour, imagination and humility.  We wish him well in the 

next chapter, as he begins his retirement.  We hope and pray that this will be a long, happy and healthy 

time for him and his family.  Ad multos annos vivat!   

Mr M Lynn & Mr D P Murray   
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Mr C Hammill Head Teacher 

Mr D Attrill Head of Social Science 

Miss M McKay Teacher of English 

Mrs M Jackson Teacher of English 

Mrs V Curry Teacher of Science 

Mrs S Askey Science Technician 

Dr D Goode Science Technician 
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Saying Goodbye to Staff  

Several staff are leaving St Leonard’s at the end of this academic year. 

My thanks to Mr Heppell (Science Technician), Mr Hardie (Teacher of History), Miss Adamson (Teacher of 

Science) and Mr Kavanagh (Cover Supervisor) for their work with us during the past academic year.  I wish 

them all well in their future careers. 

Miss Jennings moves on this summer having given three years of service to the school and English 

Department.  She will also be much missed by her Tutor Group 8D.  Thanks and best wishes for the future! 

Mrs Fenwyk left us in June for a new post at Durham University, having given 12 years’ service to the school 

and Science Department as Laboratory Technician.  She will be greatly missed for her efficient work and 

positive demeanour.  We wish her well in her future career and thank her for all she did for the staff and 

students here. 

   

   ************************************************************************** 

 

Three long-serving colleagues are retiring this summer. 

 
Mrs Abbiss joined the staff as Teacher of Psychology in September 2000.  Through her commitment and 

expertise the subject developed strongly into one of the most successful in our Sixth Form.  Having been 

appointed Head of Social Sciences, she has worked consistently to help students achieve the best grades 

possible in Psychology and Sociology, and in doing so allowed many to secure university places. Her enthusiasm 

for teaching has never diminished and her work as a senior moderator and examiner have proved valuable to 

colleagues in the school.  As a Tutor in our Sixth Form, she has supported and advised many students in these 

crucial years and through applications for work, apprenticeships and university.  She has also made a massive 

contribution to the wider life of the school through her generous work in our Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

programme; many weekends have been spent in Scotland, Northumberland, County Durham and Yorkshire 

sharing her enthusiasm for the outdoors and knowledge of the skills involved.  We thank her for all she has 

given the school and wish her a long and happy retirement (although she intends to keep a little teaching going). 

 

Mrs Boyle has worked in our school office since 1997 having followed a career in the Civil Service.  She has a 

better long-term knowledge of the school than all of her colleagues having attended St Leonard’s as a pupil in 

the 1970s.  During 22 years on the staff she has witnessed some significant changes, working as part of the vital 

support-staff who keep the place going and ensure that pupils’ needs are met.  As one of our front-line staff, she 

has often been called upon for a whole host of temporary emergencies including: managing transport issues, 

responding to concerned parents or looking after poorly children waiting to go home.  She has always shown 

herself to be committed to the Catholic ethos of the school and to the safety of our children.  She will be 

greatly missed by colleagues, pupils and visitors to the school and we wish her a long and happy retirement. 

 

Mr Creaghan joined the staff as Teacher of CDT in 1980!  During the ensuing 39 years he has worked hard to 

develop pupils’ interest and skills in the various Technology specialisms.  Very importantly, he has continually 

engaged with the training required to stay up to date within a subject which has undergone substantial change 

on more than one occasion.  His first love has always been woodwork and his students have produced some 

fine quality work, a testament to his skill, care and patience in teaching them.  He has always been generous in 

giving time to students wanting to continue with projects outside lesson time.  Over the years, he has aided the 

resourcing of the school by coordinating coupons from supermarket campaigns and accessing useful supplies for 

the department.  He has always shown willing in helping staff and pupils with technical issues they may have, 

however small.  He has also made a significant contribution through his expertise as a photographer.  He has 
provided records of numerous school events and occasions over the years, giving pleasure to many families in 

so doing.  He has also accompanied many international visits during his career.  I am sure he will have plenty to 

occupy him after teaching and wish him a long and happy retirement.  

 

My thanks and best wishes to all our departing staff. 
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As part of Durham’s bid for gold in ‘Northumbria in Bloom’, there was a chance for six 

schools to get involved through ‘Schools in Bloom’.  Through this, Year 7 were given a 

presentation from the civic pride team about what Durham is trying to achieve with their    

‘In Bloom’ project and the number of community groups involved.  There was also a staff 

member from Outdoor and Sustainability Education Specialists (OASES) who informed Year 

7 about how easy it is to grow plants and that some can still be edible as well as pretty and 

good for the bees.  

  

One of the tutor groups was then given the opportunity of a workshop, in which they 

designed a planter to go into Durham as well as getting more hands on with plants.  A couple 

of weeks later they were able to plant up two planters, which are now located on either side 

of the entrance to St Leonard’s (see the front page), which are filled with edible plants 

including lettuce, strawberries and lavender.   

 

At the end of June, six pupils had the opportunity to go to Morrison Busty to plant the design 

for the large Durham planter. Below is an account from some of the pupils who attended: 

The Environment Group attended the Schools in Bloom session up at Morrison Busty, 

Annfield Plain, to plant a 1m square planter which will be sited on one of the two main 

bridges in Durham (Elvet or Framwellgate) later in July.  We set off with Miss Waldock 

and Mrs Lightfoot and once there met up with Amy from OASES and Chris from the 

County Council’s Civic Pride team.  They took us on a tour around the many 

greenhouses where the plants 

were bright, colourful and 

smelled marvellous!  We even 

saw how all the displays in and 

around Durham are made.  

Then we got started on our 

school planter. Firstly we 

started with Sophie’s design and 

placed the pots according to 

the design before swapping 

things around to make it look 

more effective.  Once we had 

landed on our favourite 

orientation, we planted 

everything in.  It was quite a 

messy job but we certainly had 

fun with it. Looking at all the planters at the end, I believe that ours was the best!  It is 

lovely and colourful with a range of plants, all of which are edible.  Finally, we said thank-

you and our goodbyes before heading back to school.  It was a very fun experience and 

the garden centre at Morrison Busty, which is open to the public, is worth a trip up.  

Keep an eye out for our school planter in Durham! 

Ola Gala, Hannah Gibson and Olivia Rzemieniak   
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Making the past a present: Durham Cathedral Stone  

 

For many years now, a team from Year 8 has been competing in the Future Business Magnate’s (FBM) 

competition.  In 2019 the Year 8 FBM team competed against fifteen other schools in County Durham.  FBM is a 

business competition organised by Business 

Durham.  The competition began in November and 

finished at the awards dinner on Friday 28th June.  

It was here that the St Leonard’s Team discovered 

that they had been crowned winners of the 2019 

competition! 

The competition consists of the team of eight 

pupils coming up with a business idea around a 

theme set by Business Durham.  This year’s theme 

was ‘Made in Durham – exported to the world.’ 

The team, along with their Business partner, 

Concision, came up with the idea of using waste 

marble and sandstone from Durham Cathedral’s renovations to create bespoke Jewellery.  They contacted 

Durham Cathedral and after a series of visits were given permission to use the waste materials for their business 

idea.  

As part of the competition the team then had to complete six challenges for which points are awarded.  The 

team with the most points at the end of the six challenges won the competition.  The sixth and final challenge 

involved the team presenting their business idea to a panel of judges in a ‘Dragon’s den’ scenario.  The St 

Leonard’s team presented their idea and as they were walking out one of the judges came after them and offered 

to buy one of their pieces of Jewellery even though this was only a prototype. 

As well as a prize for the overall winner there were also prizes awarded in other categories such as:  best brand 

name and logo, best use of support and advice and best presentation. 

Not only did the Year 8 team win the overall competition but they also won an award for the best presentation. 

The St Leonard’s Team are: 

Kate Allison  - Managing Director 

Sneha Byju  - Assistant Managing Director 

Isabelle Keogan - Finance Director 

Bethany Jackson - IT Director   

Olivia Crighton - Human Resources Director 

Katie Armstrong - Production Director 

Vidhi Jain - Sales and Marketing Director 

Congratulations to the whole team for winning the competition and for all their hard work this year.  They plan 

to take this business idea forward and start producing jewellery.  Next time you are in the Cathedral shop look 

out for Jewellery made by the team and if you choose to buy some you will also be helping the Cathedral as a 

share of the profits will go to the maintenance of the Cathedral.  

Mr Hind 
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Following the six wins at our local Durham City Regatta, the streak of regattas continued in the Tees 

where the Sixth Form girls (racing with J15 Ella Shaw, who helpfully subbed in that very morning), 

came away with a win in the WJ18 4- as they had done the week before.  Tees also provided one of 

the races of the season in which Callum Laing and Joseph Parkinson in the MJ14 2x beat Yarm school 

by one foot over a tense 850m; a clear display of effort and a well-deserved win for this crew who 

had qualified for Team Northern earlier in the year.  Another two Team Northern qualifiers, Ella 

Shaw and Ruby McClelland won their WJ15 2x;  the girls managed this even after their first (and 

unexpected) sweep races with the J17 girls with a few hours' notice!  Tees also provided another 

impressive result; in Brett Wakefield’s first race boys came second in the J14 quad - a great day of 

racing before Wansbeck a week later.  

 

Despite the omission of several clubs due to National Schools, St Leonard’s came away from 

Wansbeck with an astounding seven wins.  As well as wins in the WJ18 2- and WJ18 2x, in the 

middle of their GCSEs, the M16 2x came away with a strong win; clear strength in small boats being 

proved further with wins in the WJ15 1x and MJ14 2x too.  The J15 girls once again proved the 

strength in their squad with a win in the coxed quad but also the coxed four in a Senior category 

beating university college crews as well as their regular rivals QEHS.   

 

With a day of great successes came confidence that clearly continued into Hexham Regatta the next 

week, a day crammed with entries including another ‘race of the season’ contender in which the 

WJ17 girls managed to race three rounds, winning each and beating Cambois in the final by 2 feet - a 

crew that had beaten them several times this season by a large margin.  The MJ16s won the coxed 

four racing in the J17 category following defeat the week before, in addition to the MJ15 2x and the 

WJ15 1x adding more wins to the J15 tally.  One of the more scenic regattas, Hexham proved to be 

a success and a good opportunity for our crews to race those that had been at National Schools the 

week before.  

 

Unfortunately, our biggest regatta, Durham, was cancelled following Storm Miguel; a great 

disappointment which meant the new eight is still yet to be raced in - hopefully it will see some great 

wins in the 2019/20 season!  In the break between Hexham and Talkin Tarn, the club has continued 

to build on and off the water. The break in racing also included the squad of 2018/19 photo, the 

naming of our two new boats and our annual BBQ.  The long-awaited eight has been named 

‘Premnagar’ in appreciation of the work of Mr Proud, while the club’s first Fillipi has been named 

‘The Milkman’ after our coach Graeme who, over the years, has coached all ages and whose time 

devoted to the club is all the more impressive when considering the time and effort that is required 

at his farm - the perfect setting for the club’s favourite get-

together, the SLSBC BBQ.  

 

The BBQ, a favourite for its ‘Lads and Dads’ football game (in 

which the coaches never manage to remain on their feet) and 

the Captains’ ‘Alternative Awards’, allowed a break from 

training for a well-deserved get-together with 100+ in 

attendance.  The ‘Alternative Awards’ including the infamous ‘Phattest Erg’, and the award everyone 

wants, ‘Biggest Muscle Gain’ (well done, Megan), were given just before the main prize, the ‘Rowers’ 

Rower’ award which was handed to Callum Laing (J14) and Ben Flynn (J15). These two rowers have 
proved time and time again the importance of a community within the club and bring a positivity that 

is undeniable - two very worthy recipients!  

  

The local regatta season rounded off with Talkin Tarn.  As was the case last year, this was a fruitful 

event for the club.  Crews from all squads were involved in some excellent racing and probably 

more nail-biting finishes than the rowers would have liked.  The club came away with five event wins 

spread across multiple age groups.  

 

Talkin Tarn was the last race of the season for many but all rowers in Year 10 and above have their 

sights set on the British Junior Rowing Championships in Nottingham on the last weekend of term.  

Anna Bancroft  
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RESULTS 
Tees Regatta 

  

WJ18 4- - Abbie Roger, Anna Bancroft, Jude Parkinson, Ella Shaw 

WJ15 2x – Ella Shaw, Ruby McClelland  

Mj14 2x – Joseph Parkinson, Callum Laing 

 

Wansbeck Regatta 

WJ18 2x – Emily Reilly O’Donnell, Anna Bancroft  

WJ18 2- - Anna Bancroft, Jude Parkinson 

MJ16 2x – Andrew Beattie, Oliver Wilmore  

W Sen 4+ - Ella Shaw, Ruby McClelland, Alice Cook, Millie Rogers, Ella Shaw (cox)  

WJ15 4x+ - Ruby McClelland, Megan Thomas, Millie Rogers, Ellie Kent, Sam Hopkins (cox) 

WJ15 1x – Ella Shaw  

MJ14 2x – Joseph Parkinson, Callum Laing 

 

Hexham Regatta 

WJ18 4x – Emily Reilly O’Donnell, Abbie Rogers, Lydia Hare, Anna Bancroft  

MJ17 4+ - Andrew Beattie, Oliver Wilmore, Robert Duffell, Billy Gray, Will Beattie (cox) 

MJ15 2x – Ben Flynn, Luca Taranu  

WJ15 1x – Ella Shaw 

 

Talkin Tarn Regatta 

WJ18 2x – Emily Reilly O’Donnell, Anna Bancroft 
WJ15 2x – Ella Shaw, Ruby McClelland 

W Sen 4+ - Ella Shaw, Ruby McClelland, Megan 

Thomas, Millie Rogers, Alice Cook (cox) 

WJ14 2x – Beth Turnbull, Maria Wilson  

MJ14 2x – Joseph Parkinson, Callum Laing 

Beautiful morning for naming our two new boats, ‘Premnagar’ and ‘The Milkman’, in recognition of Mr Proud 

and Graeme’s contributions to the club over many years . 



Pupils and staff took part in a 

flash mob at lunchtime as 

part of the Big Play, involving 

some 17,500 pupils across 

County Durham.   The choir 

sang  from the Lion King 

medley, whilst the orchestra played the  Priest’s 

March from Mozart’s ‘The Magic Flute’. 

 

Annual Art Exhibition 2019 

The private viewing of our annual Art 

Exhibition held on Tuesday 11th June 

in the Conservatory was well attended 

by Governors, teachers, students, 

family and friends.  The exhibition 

showcases the work of all of our GCSE 

and A-level students. 

North Skelton Brass Festival 
 

 

Congratulations to two of our pupils who performed extremely well 

in the North Skelton Brass Festival on the 23rd June. Harry Pears, in 

Year 8, won both the quartet and duet in the under 18 category, 

whilst Aidan Crawley, in Year 9 won both his category as well as best 

solo piece. This is a tremendous achievement. Well done!  8 
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Congratulations to the following 

pupils who have recently taken their     

music examinations. 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  Please let 

Mr Grehan-Bradley know, and your name can be in the 

next newsletter. 

Durham Big Book Bash 

A few weeks ago, I went to Barnard Castle School as part 

of this year’s Big Book Bash team from St Leonard’s.  It 

was very organised, and after an introduction from the 

Head Teacher, Librarian and Jo Cotterill, it was time for a 

break with juice, tea and biscuits.  The activities were 

great fun.  We had to create a 3D picture from an extract 

from one of the 10 books 

which the librarians had 

selected.  We also had to 

match up 30 items (props) from 

the books they were from.  

Some of them were rather 

tricky!  Then it was lunchtime, where visiting schools 

got the chance of trying the school dinners.  Shortly 

afterwards, we had a workshop with Jo Cotterill for 

creating our very own book. It was rather fast and 

furious, but great fun. I found it an exciting 

experience and would recommend any Year 7s to 

try it next year. 

Miranda Fairless 

Matthew Birrell Baritone Grade 3 

Elizabeth George Cello Grade 4 

Alex Baker Cornet Grade 2 

Eleanor Forman French Horn Grade 2 

Phoebe Gooding  Flute Grade 4 

Elizabeth Clements Piano Grade 4 

Pippa Clements Piano Grade 4 

Isabelle Nixon Piano Grade 3 

Anna Morgan-Rippon Viola Grade 3 

Elizabeth Clements Violin Grade 5 

Joanna Denning Violin Grade 3 

Jenny Grehan-Bradley Violin Grade 5 

Moses Hung Violin Grade 8 

Luka Hunter Violin Grade 5 

Joseph Kelly Violin  Grade 5 

Tony Wong Violin Grade 5 

Elizabeth Clements Voice Grade 3 

Charlotte Curry Voice  Grade 3 

Finchale Partnership event 
 

When you need someone to help out at a large parish event, 

who can you rely on?  Some of our Year 12 BTEC Sport students  

were on hand to get the games going at Ushaw College on 

Sunday 30th June, for children and adults alike.  Having already 

completed quality work in organising community sports as part 

of their BTEC, the Year 12s’ leadership skills shone through 

whilst encouraging all ages to participate in bean bag races, 

throwing skills and juggling.  The Finchale Partnership were 

extremely grateful for the students’ contribution, calling them 

‘lovely lads!’.  A great day out all round! 
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Our group working on their  3D picture 
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Warkworth Castle 

 

Year 7’s will have the opportunity to discover 

Warworth Castle, near Amble, for the day.  During the 

day, they will explore the home of the Percy family who 

were the powerful Dukes of Northumberland, and see 

the intact room of ‘Harry Hotspur’, who caused endless 

problems for Scottish raiders! 

Some Year 7 pupils will be heading to Lockerbie 

Manor Activity Adventure Centre in Scotland, for 

three days of outdoor activities including archery, 

canoeing and abseiling.  Pupils will be able to work 

on their social and team building skills as well as 

gaining new skills and discovering new interests. 

20 girls will be travelling down to 

Liverpool to watch some of the 

Netball World Cup matches, including 

one of England’s games.  With such an 

exciting atmosphere to take in, it will certainly be nail biting to see 

how well England play. 

Slightly closer to home, Year 7s will have the 

chance to discover Houghall Woods and the 

Botanic Gardens in Durham, whilst Year 8s will 

be taking in the delights of buildings and the 

gardens of Ushaw College, all of which are worth 

a visit over the summer holidays. 

Year 9, 10 and 12 pupils will be heading off 

on Duke of Edinburgh expeditions into 

North Yorkshire in order to earn their 

Bronze or Silver award.   We hope they 

take plenty of sun cream with them! 

Some Year 10 and Year 12 

pupils will be using the week to 

gain some experience in the 

world of work when they go on 

Work Experience.  From Hair 

Dressers to Primary Schools, 

Hospitals to Car Garages, a 

wide range of employers are 

being accessed, helping our 

pupils gain valuable experience. 

Pupils who are involved in the choir and 

orchestra will be making their way to Paris. 

Whilst there they will be performing in a 

number of concerts including one at 

Disneyland.  There will also be the chance of 

taking in the sights in the capital of France. 

We have also pupils heading to: 

-Reykjavík, Iceland  -Albert, France    -Duisburg, Germany 

-Seville, Spain   -Sorrento, Italy 
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Year 7 have finished the academic year in great style. 

 

 The netball team, captained by Olivia Bowman, are confirmed 

bronze medallists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The athletics team have produced some superb 

 performances and won the Durham Area Athletics last 

 month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 At the beginning of July, six pupils had a great time 

representing school in the Durham County Miniathlon. 

Well  done to those boys and girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English School Athletics 
 

We are very proud of two of our girls who have made the Durham County Athletics Team to 

compete at the English Schools Athletics. 

 

Last year Tia Anderson finished in second place in the national finals, which was a huge achievement, as 

she competed a year younger than her age group.  We have everything crossed that she can go one 
better this year, take the gold medal and be crowned 300m National Champion. 

 

We are also very proud of Florence Archer in Year 9.  She has been selected to compete in the High 

Jump and will be competing against girls one year older than her.  Florence is an all-round talented 

performer who has represented the school this year in netball, cross country and athletics.  She is not 

part of any outside athletics club, she has just worked hard in PE lessons and has been identified by 

County selectors as a very talented individual.  

 

We wish both girls every success when they compete in Birmingham. 
 
 

Sports Day 
 
 
The penultimate Friday of the School Year will see our annual school outing to Monkton Stadium in 

Jarrow for the school Sports Day. It is a great day, where pupils can cheer their fellow peers on in both 

track and field events. We have our fingers crossed for some fine weather. 
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Notices 

Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 Thursday 5.9.19 

Autumn Half Term 2019 Friday 25.10.19 Monday 4.11.19 

Christmas 2019 Friday 20.12.19 Tuesday 7.1.20 

Spring Half Term 2020 Friday 14.2.20 Monday 24.2.20 

Easter 2020 Friday 3.4.20 Monday 20.4.20 

May Day Bank Holiday Thursday 7.5.20 Monday 11.5.20 

Summer Half Term 2020 Friday 22.5.20 Monday 1.6.20 

Summer 2020 Friday 17.7.20 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2019 — 2020 
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Prayer for the End of the School Year 
 

At the end of this school year we give thanks to God: 

For all the teaching and learning that has taken place in our school, 

both in and out of the classroom. 

For the talents and gifts that have been shared and the challenges that have been faced. 

For the burdens that have been lifted and the hurts that have been healed. 

For the respect and care that have been given. 

We give thanks for the friendships that have just begun and for those that have grown. 

For the faith that has been lived in our daily struggles. 

For the hope that has lifted our hearts on the dark days and for the love that has kept us going. 

We give thanks for the community that we are and we ask you Lord – 

Bless our students as they wait for their exam results: may your Spirit inspire them with confidence and 

calmness. 

Bless our families as we take our holidays, may our time together leave us with memories to cherish. 

Pour out your love on us that we may return renewed and refreshed to continue our journey together. 

We ask this Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

MEDICATION 

Could all medication be collected 

from Mrs Simpson, in Reception, on 

Friday 19th July. 

 

Just a reminder that no medication 

is allowed to be carried in school 

with the exception of inhalers and 

Epipens®.  All medication should be 

handed into Reception in the 

original packaging with instructions 

and a parental agreement form 

completed. 

UNIFORM   
Over the summer holidays, many parents will be buying new items of uniform.  We remind you that 

our School Uniform Policy is available on the school website.  Please refer to this before making new 

purchases.  Please also remember that uniform purchased from certain online firms may not be suitable 

for school.  This particularly applies to school skirts and the optional school jumpers.  


