
 

St Leonard’s Catholic School, North End, Durham  DH1 4NG   Head Teacher:  Mr S B Campbell 

Telephone:  0191 3848575  Email:  admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 

Dates for the diary: 

 

 Monday 4th March: Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 Friday 8th - Friday 15th March:  Scholastic Book Fair 

 Thursday 11th  April at 7pm:  Spring Concert 

 Friday 12th April:  School Closes for Easter holidays 

 Wednesday 1st -  Friday 3rd May:  Year 9 Retreat 

 

excellence in all and for all  taking Christ as the model for life  striving to create community 
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On the Front Page 

The photograph shows the 

group of pupils who were 

interviewed for BBC 

Newcastle.  To find out 

more information about this, 

head to page 6. 

From the Head Teacher 
This is a very important term for Year 11 and Year 13 students as there is 

very little teaching time remaining after Easter.  There are some 

encouraging signs from the Year 11 mocks and we now need to work 

hard to build on this foundation in all subjects.  Details of additional 

revision sessions are being shared by departments and through the 

weekly email to parents.  Most importantly, we need all the students in 

school every day to maximise the time they have left.  Year 11 will also 

have timetabled revision sessions for all pupils during the exam period, 

details will be shared when the exam timetable is sent home. 

 

Year 13 must use the half-term week to prepare for their mocks in 

March, and ensure they make full use of their teachers in the lead up to 

final exams. 

 

Thanks to all those involved in the musical evenings earlier this term.  

The entertainment was excellent and the focus very appropriate.  

 

Dates for the Year 9 residential retreat have been re-arranged and letters 

will go out shortly.  

Mr Campbell 
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Prayer for the end of the half-term 

 

Loving Father, 

As we come to the end of another half-term 

We turn to you in confidence and place any 

difficult relationships 

Into the healing hands of Jesus, your Son. 

Enable us to leave behind any pain of the past 

And any regrets or bitterness, entrusting the 

past to your mercy, 

The present to your love, and the future to 

your providence. 

Help us appreciate more the need to keep a 

good balance in our lives. 

May the holiday be for us a time of rest and 

recreation 

To help restore us and re-create us in your 

image and likeness, 

And we enjoy more of the love and presence 

of our families, 

On whom we ask your blessing. 

 

Amen 
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Rowing Club News 

After a long term of hard work, the captains organised a Christmas quiz night 

for the rowers and coaches.  It was a brilliant night - including cross training in 

the form of, a boat club favourite, musical chairs.  

 

The first day of the Christmas holiday saw an 

enormous effort put in by the rowing team, as 

we raised nearly £3000 from bag packing in 

Sainsbury’s at the Arnison Centre.  Countless 

compliments were received from Sainsbury’s 

staff and members of the public.  Many man 

hours were put in on the tills; our biggest effort 

came from Abigail Steele in Year 9, putting in 

over 10 hours, all for the love of our club.  

Although this was a fantastic day, we will still be 

fundraising within school as we try to raise 

enough money for a new boat, as our boat club 

continues to grow; in both numbers and 

strength.  

 

There were no January blues in the ergo room for us - over 50 pupils have 

been regularly training at school before the sun has even risen.  The first 

opportunity for our rowers’ unwavering dedication to pay off was at Durham 
Small Boats Head, on Saturday 2nd February.  Racing through the icy water and 

surrounded by snow on the banks, our rowers showed immense grit to 

complete the course in below-freezing temperatures. We had athletes 

competing in categories from Year 8 to Year 12 and impressively, our Year 10 

girls won by 15 seconds in a senior category, as they raced sweep (one oar) 

for the first time.  St Leonard’s also picked up more pots after an excellent 

performance by the Year 10 girls in the double, pipping their nearest 

opposition by 0.6 seconds, while the Year 12 girls 

(in the four) beat Durham School by 54 seconds. 

Second place finishes, among many other 

competitors, also came from the Year 10 boys’ 

double, Year 10 girls’ single and Year 12 girls’ 

double. The next big challenge comes in the form 

of Junior Inter-Regional Trials, as we look to 

qualify crews to represent the north at the Junior 

Inter Regional Regatta in April.  

 

The ‘rower of the month’ award must go to Andrew Beattie, after recently 

beating his personal best 30 minute ergo score by over 200m - a sign that the 

past weeks of determination are paying off.  

 

Durham SBH wins: 

WJ18 4- - Anna Bancroft, Lydia Hare, Jude Parkinson, Emily Reilly-O’Donnell  

W 4+ Band 3 - Millie Rogers, Megan Thomas, Ellie Kent, Alice Cook,   

         Emily Shaw (cox) 

WJ15 2x - Ruby McClelland, Ella Shaw 

 

Emily Reilly-O’Donnell

3



Lucy Grehan-Bradley Cello Grade 6 

Rosa Pears Clarinet Grade 2 

Matthew Woods Clarinet Grade 4 

Matthew Hunt Clarinet Grade 5 

Patryk Slowikowski Clarinet Grade 5 

Jack White Guitar Grade 3 

Alex Cave  Tenor Horn Grase 5 

Robyn Lounton Violin Grade 2 

Congratulations to the following pupils 

who have recently taken their music examinations. 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  

Please let Mr Grehan-Bradley know, and your name 

can be in the next newsletter. 
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Music Awards 

 

Congratulations to Lucy Grehan-Bradley and Moses Hung who both 

performed in the final of the annual James Etherington Music Award in 

Chester-le-Street on Saturday 2nd February.  Lucy performed music by 

Einaudi, Scarlatti and Chopin, while Moses chose a programme of Bach, 

Scriabin and Beethoven.  

The Arts 

Restoring Statues 

 

In late 2017, I received a phone call from Fr Robert 

Riedling at St Patrick’s Catholic Church in Langley Moor 

asking us if we could restore two statues.  One of the 

statues was of Our Lady and the other St Bernadette.  

Both were situated in the church garden and in a state of 

some deterioration due to there exposure to the 

elements.  Mary was in a particularly sad state with a 

damaged head.  And so began the process of restoring 

both statues which has taken approximately 12 months 

to complete.  The work has been completed by four of 

our A Level students.  Gabriel Tallara and Oliver Hillman 

completed Bernadette in the last academic year with 

Kodi Smiles and Gizela Trzmiel completing the work on 

Mary this year.  The process has provided an invaluable 

work experience opportunity for the students who have 

done a fantastic restoration.  The statues are now ready 

to return to St Patrick’s garden where they can be once 

again enjoyed in situ by the community of Langley Moor. 

Mr Sutcliffe 

St Bernadette now fully 

restored 

Before 

And after 

Restoration 
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Sixth Form News 

Reverse Advent Calendar Foodbank Appeal December 2018 

During December Sixth Form students were once again involved 

in collecting food and supplies for the Durham Foodbank which 

has its base in Chester-Le-Street.  Each Sixth Form tutor group 

created a ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’ with individual students and 

staff making donations each day to try to support people in need 

at Christmas.  In total the Foodbank told us that we delivered 

nearly 350kg of food and supplies which is a fantastic effort for the 

Sixth Form and the other tutor groups in lower school who joined 

in with this appeal.  Our donation was very gratefully received by 

the staff at the Foodbank who made sure that it was passed on to 

those who needed it most over the Christmas period. Thank you 

very much to Mr Bell and the girls of 13N for delivering the 

donations. 

 

 

Emmaus - Homelessness Charity December 2018 

On Thursday 6th December representatives from a charity called ‘Emmaus’ delivered a talk to Year 

13 students about their work with homeless people. The presentation included individuals who have 

benefitted from the charity and it was very moving to listen to their individual stories and the help 

that they had received.  As a result of listening to this talk Morgan Ward, a Sixth Form student, 

organised a collection for clothing donations, which was taken to Emmaus by Mr McTernan on the 

last day of term.  The charity were very grateful for the donation – 3 bags in total – some of which 

was given directly to homeless people and some of which was given to Emmaus’ charity shop in 

Low Fell to raise funds.  It was also decided that money raised by Sixth Form tutor groups for the 

Christmas jumper appeal would also be donated to Emmaus and again they were very grateful for 

our support. 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 22nd January a group of 40 students from Years 10 

to 13 watched the production of ‘The Comedy About a Bank 

Robbery’ at the Theatre Royal, Newcastle.  The show, which 

was recently described as the ‘funniest show in the West End’, 

was advertised as a ‘fast and furious comedy caper’ and it 

certainly did not disappoint.  The slapstick comedy was 

enhanced by the innovative set, with the changing perspective of 

having the back wall of the stage become the floor a particularly 

clever device to entertain.  Both students and staff enjoyed the trip and it was a really fun evening.  

              Mr Q Hughes 



Harry Potter Book Night:  Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry 

 

On Thursday 7rd February, 25 pupils from St Leonard’s took part in the fifth Harry Potter Night.  The 

library was dressed as though the four common rooms of Hogwarts had been transported to St 

Leonard’s.  It was a night of wizarding fun, where pupils had to guess which Professors said what and to 

find items in the Hogwarts Treasure Hunt.  There was some 

very inventive singing and dancing in the create a chant round, 

where pupils had to come up with a chant for supporting their 

Quidditch team.  At that point of the night Slytherin was 

leading by just 30 points, with Ravenclaw snapping at their 

heels.  It was all to play for with the Harry Potter quiz.  With 

rounds on ‘Hogwarts Facts’, ‘Ghosts’, ‘Miscellaneous’ and 

‘Secrets and Tunnels’ (including a question on the passwords 

to gain access to Gryffindor common room!), it was a nail biting wait as the points were counted.  

Slytherin, with one team member down, managed to storm ahead; winning with 1415 points, with 

Hufflepuff taking a close second place.  Well done to all who attended. 

Miss Waldock 
6 

BBC Radio Newcastle visit St Leonard’s 

How can we resolve the seemingly insurmountable Brexit issues?  Ask 

nine Key Stage 3 pupils and they will put forward some practical, workable 

solutions!  BBC Radio Newcastle recently visited St Leonard’s to find out 

how young people from across the region are feeling about the impending 

deadline.  Anna Foster, co-presenter of the Breakfast Show, was blown 

away by our articulate, compassionate and community-minded pupils. 

Perhaps our representatives in Westminster could learn a few lessons 

from the maturity and balance shown by our pupils! 

The interview was broadcast on Monday, January 21st and may still be available on BBC I-Player. 

Miss Smith 

 

E Safety Week 

 

During E Safety week, Year 9 and 10 students were treated to a live 

performance from popular band ‘The Hara’.  The band sang a few of their 

songs followed by an insightful talk on online 

safety and mental health.   It was refreshing to 

hear young men talk about their experiences as teens and show how 

you can overcome issues and most importantly be yourself and believe 

in yourself, whoever and whatever you want to be.  

 

Mrs McKelvie 

Some of the pupils on their way to 

be interviewed. 



 

St Leonard's Catholic School awarded ‘Champion’ status by National Citizen Service (NCS) 

  

National Citizen Service (NCS) has awarded ‘Champion’ status to St Leonard's Catholic School thanks to its great 

commitment to working alongside NCS to build awareness of the NCS programme and having exceeded expectations in 

promoting the programme as well as recruiting students to take part. 

The NCS programme supports young people’s transition to adulthood by developing their strength of character and life-

skills which enables them to contribute to society with a greater sense of purpose, optimism and belonging. 

 

Open to young people aged 16-17 the NCS programme takes place in school holidays and includes outdoor team-building 

exercises, a residential for participants to learn ‘life skills’, a community-based social action project and an end of 

programme celebration event.  

Head Teacher, Mr Campbell says: 

“This year continues to see a fantastic reaction from our pupils who have attended NCS, which has resulted in a positive 

impact throughout the whole of St Leonard’s Catholic School.  We’ve seen first-hand how the programme can enhance our 

students’ CVs when planning for their future - be that for university, college or the world of work. We’re really proud to have 

been awarded ‘Champion’ status by NCS and look forward to our pupils continuing to benefit from the programme in the 

years to come.” 

Danni Yeo NCS Recruitment Coordinator for County Durham says: 

“We always receive a warm welcome from staff and students at St Leonard’s Catholic School so I am delighted to present 

an award to mark their NCS Champion status. Current Year 11s can now sign up to the 2019 summer NCS programme – 

places fill up fast so I’d encourage them to take action before it’s too late.” 

NCS is making a positive contribution towards developing our country’s future talent and is proven to increase confidence, 

communication and leadership abilities. University participation rates for those who take part in NCS was on average 12% 

higher than those who didn't take part*. 

Izzi Dorrian, Head of Education engagement at the NCS Trust comments: 

“Through working closely with schools and colleges across the UK, we are able to ensure more young people have the 

opportunity to be aware of the amazing benefits which come with participating in the programme. This collaboration is 

helping us to ensure the programme is embedded in local communities and reminds us exactly how the programme is 

helping change the futures of thousands of young people each year.” 

For any of our pupils in Year 11, you can sign up to participate in NCS next summer at NCSYES.co.uk or by calling 0191 

247 4020. Departure dates run across July and August 2019.  Use the code NCS35! To book a place for just £35. 

 

 

About NCS 

NCS is a government backed programme established in 2011 to help build 

a more cohesive, mobile and engaged society. By bringing together young 

people from different backgrounds for a unique shared experience, NCS 

helps them to become better individuals, and in turn better citizens.  

 

NCS is open to 16 and 17 year-olds across England and Northern Ireland. 

The two to four week programme, which takes place in school holidays, 

includes outdoor team-building exercises, a residential for participants to 

learn ‘life skills’, a community-based social action project and an end of 

programme celebration event.  

 

To date:  

 Almost 500,000 young people have taken part 

 Twelve million hours of community action have been completed 

 For every £1 spent, NCS’  2016 summer programme delivered 

between £1.15 and £2.42 of benefits back to society 

 It costs participants just £50 or less to take part in NCS and 

bursaries are available on a case by case basis. Support is provided for young people with additional needs. 

 

To find out more visit NCSyes.co.uk.   

 

*Figures taken from the most recent DCMS evaluation  
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https://www.ncsyes.co.uk/
http://ncsyes.co.uk/
https://www.ncsyes.co.uk/sites/default/files/2018-10/NCS%202016%20Evaluation%20Report.pdf


Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 *  Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 Thursday 5.9.19 

Autumn Half Term 2019 Friday 25.10.19 Monday 4.11.19 

Christmas 2019 Friday 20.12.19 Tuesday 7.1.20 

Spring Half Term 2020 Friday 14.2.20 Monday 24.2.20 

Easter 2020 Friday 3.4.20 Monday 20.4.20 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 1.5.20 Tuesday 5.5.20 

Summer Half Term 2020 Friday 22.5.20 Monday 1.6.20 

Summer 2020 Friday 17.7.20 To be determined 

* differs from LA   

Holiday Dates 

2019 — 2020 
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Changes to your details 

Have you moved house recently?  Have you changed your 

phone number or email address?  If so, please let us know.  

We need to keep up to date information on file, in case 

we need to contact you.  If you haven’t yet informed us, 

please send us an email 

(admin@stleonards.durham.sch.uk) or you can contact us 

by telephone (0191 3848575). 

Many thanks, 

School Admin Team 

And in other 
news….. 

Collecting Certificates 

 

If you have taken exams at St Leonard’s 

within the last five years, please check to 

make sure that you have collected your 

exam certificates.  They are issued in the 

November following the exam season. 

Pop in to reception to sign and collect 

them.  

 

Following changes to data protection, we 

are no longer able to give the certificates 

to siblings without a letter granting 

permission to do so.   

 

School Admin Team 

In December 2018 Mrs McIntyre took part in the Boxing 

Day Dip to raise money for Cancer Research.uk. The 

total  amount collected  around school was £161.45. 

The school’s donation was greatly appreciated by the staff 

working for Cancer Research North East in Sunderland.  

A BIG thank you to all those who made donations or 

took part in collecting money. 

Scholastic Book 

Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair will 

be in the school library from 

Friday 8th March to Friday 

15th March meaning pupils 

will be able to use their £1 

Book Vouchers with 

purchases.  

Miss Waldock 


