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On the Front Page 

On the front of this half-term’s   

edition is a picture of our rowers.   

An article all about their successes 

can be found on page 10-11. 

At the top left hand corner on the 

front page is an image of Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus.  The diocese has 

dedicated 2018 to being the ‘Year of 

Mary’, with July reflecting on her 

Gratitude.  The image depicts the 

Assumption of Mary, and the Feast 

Day of the Assumption is celebrated 

on 15th August and marked as a Holy 

Day of Obligation. 

 
from the Head Teacher   

While Year 13 and Year 11 students have completed exams and 

enjoy their deserved freedom, our attention has turned to the 

transition for the 238  Year 6 pupils who will join Year 7 in 

September.  Year 12 students have also received information, 

advice and guidance in the form of two GRIT (Get Ready, It’s 

Time) days. 

 

The current warm weather has visibly increased the number of 

plastic bottles being disposed of in school everyday.  Please may 

we make a concerted effort to reduces the creation of plastic 

waste by using re-usable plastic bottles.  They are also much 

easier to refill from our water fountains.  It would be great for 

every pupil and staff member to have their own re-usable bottle 

by September.   We will also cease sales of drinks in plastic 

bottles from the start of September. 

 

A further temporary staffing change is that Mr Murray, Deputy 

Head, has been asked to work for Ofsted from September until 

April.  During this two term secondment, Miss Blackie and Mrs 

McKelvie will join the Senior Leadership Team and Mrs Bell will 

act as Head of Year 7 and Mr Gray Head of Year 9.  Temporary 

positions as Assistant Head of Year will be taken by Mr Robinson 

(Year 8) and Miss Dobson (Year 10). 

 

Thank you for your support of the school during this academic 

year. 

 

  Mr Campbell 
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Prayer 

 

Lord, we give you thanks for calling us to serve this Catholic school community.   

By the power of your Holy Spirit, may the seeds of the Gospel you have planted in hearts 

and called us to water in our school continue to grow.  

Grant us a peaceful and restful summer, that we might be ready to respond with joy to 

your ongoing call to serve one another in Christ, in whom you make all things new.  

 

Amen  



 Mr Webster moves on to a new post following a year as Cover Supervisor.  We wish him well in his new 

post. 
 Mr McAdam has worked in the Humanities area for the past 18 months covering maternity leaves for 

permanent staff.  We wish him well for the future. 

 Miss Munro is moving to teach abroad after two years in the English Department and as a committed 

form tutor.   

 Miss Jenkinson also from the English Department, is returning to her homeland of Northern Ireland to 

continue her teaching career.  During her five years with us, she had taught throughout the school, 

including A Level English Literature.  She has also served the school as Second in Department over the last 

two years.  We thank her for her commitment and contributions to the school and wish her well in future 

posts. 
 Mrs Morrey joined St Leonard’s as Head of History in 2011.  She has inspired many students throughout 

the school through both classroom teaching and provision of important wider experiences including 

Battlefield tours and visits to Washington (DC!).  She took on the responsibility of reviving Government 

and Politics as an A Level and has worked enthusiastically with the Friends of St Leonard’s.  We thank her 

for all she has given St Leonard’s and wish her well in a promoted post at Durham High School for Girls.  

 

Thanks to these leaving staff for all they have given and best wishes to them all in their future careers.  We are 

looking forward to introducing and welcoming their replacements in the new academic year. 

 

Retirements 

 

Mrs Avery joined the administration team at St Leonard's in 2004 and has worked calmly and quietly since then 

until her retirement at Easter this year.  She brought with her a host of skills from twenty years in banking, 

followed by employment at Durham County Council.  The school has benefitted from her attention to detail and 

the accuracy of her work, whilst colleagues have enjoyed her positive outlook and cheerful good-humour. 

 

Mr Pickett retired this term from his post as School Business Manager having worked here since 2010.  In a 

previous life he served in the Royal Navy for fifteen years before moving to a land-based career looking after 

budgets for various educational establishments and at Durham Local Authority.  He guided St Leonard's through 

our conversion to Academy status in 2016 and has helped to ensure that external economic pressures have not 

impacted too severely on pupil’s education over recent years.  We thank him for all that he has done whilst at St 

Leonard's and throughout his working life. 

 

Mrs Lynn Mrs Lynn takes early retirement from teaching this year having spent the last two years working part-

time in our Languages Department.  Her teaching career began at St Bede’s Lanchester and she has also served 

the Languages Departments at St Joseph’s Hebburn and St Thomas More, Blaydon where she was second in 

department and Head of House.  She taught German and French in St Leonard’s between 1998 and 2006 before 

returning to St Bede’s for nine years.  Throughout her career she has shown commitment to the ethos of all the 

schools where she worked and to the important field of education in which she is expert.  We thank her for all 

that she has given to the Catholic schools of the diocese and wish her well as she pursues other interests. 
 

Mrs Towns first taught at St Leonard’s in 1983, teaching Physics and Maths at separate stages before moving to 

other posts at St Bede’s, New College and Felstead school.  Having returned to us in 1998, she decided to stay 

and has served generations of pupils ever since.  Her classes from Year 7 to A Level have benefited from her 

subject knowledge skills as a teacher and holistic approach to education.  She has always been a great supporter 

of all extra-curricular activities and will be missed by colleagues for her calmness and common-sense.  As she 

retires from teaching this summer, we thank her for all she has given both here and elsewhere and wish her a 

long and peaceful retirement. 

 

Our thanks and best wishes go to each of those retiring this year. 
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It’s that time of year again when we say goodbye to the       

members of staff who are leaving St Leonard’s... 
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Year 11 Leavers’ 

Celebration:        
The class of 2018 
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Can you believe that almost a full year has passed since Year 7’s joined us from their 39 different 

primary schools across the county?  The Year 7 pastoral team wanted to celebrate this momentous 

achievement of our little community’s place within the large community of St Leonard's.   

 

We were inspired by The Great Get Together, which was created in the memory of Jo Cox, who 

was killed on 16 June 2016.  Her family and friends came up with the initiative to bring people 

together to celebrate their reasons for being together.  The Year 7 pastoral team wanted to 

celebrate our reasons for being together. 

Leonard’s Got Talent 
  
On Wednesday 20th June we held our Year 7  Talent show.  There were 11 acts 

including singing, dance and music.  The talent and skill was amazing and a 

privilege to watch.  Judging was close and a tight finish resulted.  We finished the 

event with a Current Affairs quiz, to help us to decide in the event of a ‘talent’ 

tie.  The winners were: 

Emillie Bell in first place, with her dance routine 

Poppy Hindmarch in second place and Helena, Stephen, Rachel,  Abbie and 

Robyn worthy runners up in third place 

with singing and dramatic performances 

respectively. 

 
 Well done to everyone who took part! 

Our second ‘Get Together’ was on Friday 

22nd June when we held an Inter-house 

Rounder’s competition, followed by a year 

group picnic, the weather looked upon us 

favourably and we had beautiful sunshine 

and a brilliant morning of fun, before 

gathering together to share a picnic.   The competition was 

close, but it was all in the name of fun.  St John Boste 

House won, what a force to be reckoned with! 

Our Great Get Together’s have been ‘great’ because of the 

talent, achievement and community spirit of the pupils and the 

team, I wish all well for the remainder of this school year and I 

look forward to our next four years 

together,  I am sure we will continue to thrive as a strong 

community. 

 

Mrs Grainger, Head of Year 7 
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This year has been a very successful and rewarding time in Year 10.  Our pupils have been involved in many 

activities including the Building My Skills project, Mock Interview Day at St James’ Park, House Assemblies, Duke 

of Edinburgh, whole school cross-country, Summer Festival, Activities Week, Work Experience, Sports Day and 

various fundraising events.   

In June, Year 10 pupils undertook their end of year exams.  Although a daunting and stressful time for many, 

overall, pupils did very well and hopefully found this a useful experience in preparation for next year’s GCSEs.  

This year, many Year 10 pupils have excelled in a wide range of extra-curricular activities.  Here is a selection of 

their outstanding accomplishments:  

 Bryn Chaytor-Wilson has competed in a North East regional dance competition and has auditioned for 

the National Youth Theater.  
 Billy Gray won in his rowing category, MJ15+4, at Durham City Regatta.  

 Luke Britton volunteers at the RSPCA and is an active member of the Debating Club.  

 Callum Thompson has achieved awards in boxing, rugby and football, including Player of the Year.  

 Tia Anderson has competed in the English Schools’ Athletics Competition.  She is the North Eastern and 

National 300m Champion, and record holder, and was a silver medalist at the World Catholic School 

Games.  Tia is also an ITV Female Sports Ambassador for County Durham.  

 Ryan Perry qualified for the U16s North East fencing competition. 

 Dominic Crilley and Matthew Harrison won in their rowing category, J15, at the Strathclyde Park 

Regatta. They also entered the National Schools’ Regatta at the Olympic Rowing Lake in London.  

 Jordan Harker is part of the Newcastle United Football Academy and was selected to play for the 

County.  

 Sam Barrett is training with Leeds United.  

 Lily Ballentine, Maddy Bays and Megan Charlton have taken part in various productions at their 

theatre groups. Megan has also represented the North East Youth Development League in athletics.  

 Hannah Ashton has represented her District Team at County competitions for athletics and cross-

country.  

 Shan Sunny attended the 70th Birthday of Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace as an Ambassador of 

Social Integration.  

 Keona Lewis won the Catenian Public Speaking competition. 

 Emma Ditchburn took part in Robinson Crusoe in the Gala Theatre’s Christmas pantomime. 

 Jason Archer won the Inter Counties and English Schools’ high jump competition.  

 Joe Dufton helped Durham City Rugby Club win the County Cup. 

 Maverick Delos Reyes represented the North East Youth Development League in the 100m, 200m and 

relay.  

 Sophie Pinner continues to act with Chester-le-Street Drama Group. She is also a Young Leader for her 

Brownies Unit.  

 Amy Telford and Eve Wilkinson represented Chester-le-Street in the Inter Regional Rowing 

competition.  

 Laura Hewitt acts with the Chester-le-Street Drama Group.  She has taken part in RADA activities and 

played a pivotal role in setting up the New School Counselling Scheme.  
 Adam Chapman has helped to organise the Junior Parkrun in Durham this year.  He has also gained a 

place at the 2019 World Scout Jamboree in West Virginia.  

 And finally, Ben Smith regularly represents the County Cricket Team.  

 

If you have achieved something we don’t know about, please let us know. 

I would like to congratulate these pupils for their dedication and commitment, and commend all pupils who have 

met personal goals in their own lives this academic year.  I hope you all have a safe and peaceful summer holiday.  

I look forward to seeing you in September, ready to embark on your final GCSE year with energy, enthusiasm 

and commitment.  

              Mr Johnson  
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Celebrating talents 

Congratulations to the following 

pupils who have recently taken music 

examinations:  

 

Have you taken a music examination 

recently?  

If so, please inform Mr Grehan-Bradley so 

that your name can appear on our next 

newsletter.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 

Meghan Anderson Cornet Grade 4 

Hannah Mercer Flute Grade 4 

Scarlett Newby Flute Grade 4 

Samantha Cheesey Keyboard Grade 1 

Abigail Steele Keyboard Grade 1 

Isabel Nixon Piano Grade 2 

Sebastian Hughes-Pinan Piano Grade 3 

Robyn Lounton Piano Grade 3 

Francesca Atkinson Piano Grade 4 

Michael Hampshire Piano Grade 6 

Toni Wong Piano Grade 7 

Patryk Slowikowski Saxophone Grade 3 

Jenny Grehan-Bradley Theory Grade 5 

Poppy Wardle  Singing Grade 2 

Grade Proudlock Singing  Grade 3 

Bryn Chaytor Wilson Singing Grade 7 

Eve Megginson Voice  Grade 3 

 
Annual Art Exhibition 2018 

 
The Private View of our annual Art Exhibition held on 

Tuesday 12th June in the Conservatory was well 

attended by Governors, teachers, pupils, family and 

friends.  The exhibition showcases the work of all of our 

GCSE and A Level students. 

Mr Sutcliffe 

Art Department 

Exhibition 

2018 

Tuesday 12th June  

6-8pm The Conservatory 

St Leonard’s Art Department 

celebrates the work of our 

GCSE and A level Fine Art   

students. 

  

All students, staff, friends and 

family welcome Ill
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Art Department 

Exhibition 

2018 

Tuesday 12th June  

6-8pm The Conservatory 

St Leonard’s Art Department 

celebrates the work of our 

GCSE and A level Fine Art   

students. 

  

All students, staff, friends and 

family welcome 

Illustration by Olivia Ashton GCSE Fine Art Year 11 
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Medals 
 

This year, pupils in Year 7 have been studying local history, in particular Durham and the 

events that have shaped the County we live in.  One of our Year 7 pupils, Joseph 

Bowerbank,  will be participating in one of Durham’s annual events, where he will 

proudly wear his great-great-grandfather, Robert Bowerbank’s British War Memorial 

medal, in the Durham Miners Gala parade this year.  He will be helping to carry the 

banner in a special tribute to the Armed Forces, for the Thrislington Banner Group, 

based in West Cornforth, near Ferryhill on July 14th.   

  Remembering Grenfell 

 

Below is a ballad that one of our pupils wrote in 

memory of the Grenfell Tower Fire. 

 

London’s burning with desire                                                           

To find a way to fight the fire, 

It’s burning bright throughout the night  

But only smoke is in our sight. 

 

When the situation is critical,             

It feels insensitive to talk political,                      

But in the wake of loss of life,                             

An absolute tragedy ended in strife.    

            
Last year that building had 10 million spent               

On through-and-through refurbishment,                     

Well surely that’s good news?                      

Was it made safer to inhabit? More convenient to use? 

 

What’s the price of human life?                        

A father, a mother, a husband, a wife…               

What amount could they not fetch?                           

Apparently, the budget couldn’t stretch. 

 

Holding them back, a wall of fire,                               

Their screaming voices formed a choir,                           

70 hours of complete destruction,                 

No one followed a single instruction.        

                                                                                          

According to the BAFSA,                  

For approximately 300k,                            

They could have had a sprinkler system fitted,                                                 

But with their negligence, who was benefitted? 

 

An aesthetic authority is a pathetic priority, 

While the majority continue in abject poverty,                          

Whilst burned by the baseless brunt of austerity,                 

And punished for their lack of financial prosperity. 

 

London’s burning with desire      

To find a way to fight the fire,                           

This tragedy can’t end in vain,                     

We must break free from this relentless chain!  

 
By Callum Laing, 8L 



 

This term saw St Leonard’s swing back into the local regatta season, with four further consecutive 

weekends of racing.  This is a challenge for not just our athletes, but a great commitment from our 

coaches to dedicate over a months’ worth of weekends to the boat club, on top of the usual hours 

put in every day of the week!  The boat club news often reflects the accolades of the students but 

there’s no doubt that it’s the tremendous work and unwavering support from volunteers, 

particularly Mr Smith, that make us so extraordinarily successful.  And so, as another academic year 

comes to a close, I speak on behalf of all rowers in thanking the countless people involved in 

making the boat club one of the many jewels in the crown that is St Leonard’s School.  

 

Tees Regatta was nothing short of a royal affair, as our younger rowers arrived in Stockton with 

optimism for the weeks ahead and excitement to build on the performances from (the previous 

week) at Durham City Regatta.  It was the Year 8s who stole the show with a commanding win in 

the J13 single and quad. Joseph Parkinson featured in both boats - clearly demonstrating his ability 

to not let large factors like the Royal Wedding distract him from racing!  
 

Seven short days later we (thank you Mr Stonehouse!) trailered to Cambois RC for Wansbeck 

Regatta, which proved to be our most successful day of the year so far.  With a ‘break’ in exams, 

the Year 11 girls returned to racing and kicked off the day with a row-over win in the pair.  The 

following two races were more challenging, but it was Leonards who won by clear water in both 

the J16 quad and J16 four. The ability to win convincingly in sweep and sculling boats is a testament 

to the girls’ dedication and in particular to Jude Parkinson who brought home three event wins.  

But the results didn’t end there!  The Year 8’s carried momentum from previous weeks, with 

Joseph Parkinson cruising to victory again in the single. This time the Year 8 girls’ also wanted in on 

the action, as they too put in a fantastic performance to secure the win. 

 

The following Saturday (yes, you guessed it!) we had another jam-packed day of racing, this time in 

Hexham.  The Year 11 girls were victorious again after a strong-willed performance in the quad.  

The performance of the day though, came from the Year 9 girls.  After a series of excellent races 

they were a true credit to our school.  They took previous weeks’ defeats in their stride to 

execute some spirited races along the Tyne.  Perhaps the most exciting feature of these girls is that 

this is only the beginning of their rowing careers!  Without wanting to sound like a broken record, 

it was Joseph Parkinson who again took the win in the J13 single - a superb few weeks for such a 

young rower who, excitingly, has plenty more to give.  At the boat club we like to say “they all 

count” which was epitomised by 

Oliver Wilmore’s win on the 

ergo at the banks of Hexham, 

thrashing boys a year older than 

him in the process.  

 

Before we knew it, the Henley 

of the North was upon us.  

Durham Regatta attracts 

thousands of spectators and our 

crews, in red and black, showcased St Leonard’s School brilliantly. Throughout the regatta we all 
took volunteering in our stride, with sounding the finishing klaxon and packing Kit Kats among the 

less strenuous, but all-the-same vital tasks, for the regatta to run smoothly.  In true St Leonard’s 

fashion, our rowers, of all ages, were continuously reliable and on-hand to help one another, with 

passers-by noticeably impressed by what is second nature to us all.  Our first win of the regatta 

came from the mixed Year 8 quad who remained unfazed by the fact that they were against all-

male crews, as they came out triumphant.  Again, by clear water, the Year 11 girls took home pots 

from the quad event - helping to build confidence for their step-up to sixth form racing in just a 

few months. The Saturday of the regatta was so successful for all our crews, with us competing in 

20 out of a possible 23 races, including finals for the Year 10 boys and Year 9 girls.  Special mention 

must go to the Year 8/9 girls octuple who held their own in a very tough event, a race made 

possible by Swift Racing for kindly lending us a boat for this season.  
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A break in racing allowed our rowers to re-group and build on the successful, yet tiring, few weeks.  During this 

time we also had the annual boat club barbeque - an event that celebrates the previous year of rowing and the 

incredible bonds created within the community of the boat club.  This year included awarding the inaugural 

“Rowers’ Rower of the Year” which deservingly was split between Ella Shaw (Year 9) and Joseph Parkinson (Year 

8).  Mr Smith then announced that we were to introduce some new roles at the club, with both Jude Parkinson 

and Anna Bancroft as vice captains and Emily Reilly-O’Donnell as club captain.  

 

Saturday 7th  July saw the finale of the local regatta season, as we woke at the break of dawn, travelled west, and 

took to Talkin Tarn.  Performances and results across the day epitomised what has been a phenomenal year for 

the club; a year of resolute hard-work, a year of creating momentum and a year of undeniable triumph.  The Year 

11 girls showed the younger rowers how it’s done as they stormed to victory in the senior women’s coxed 

quads by a number of lengths.  The Year 10 boys season came to a superb crescendo finish with wins in both J15 

coxed quads and senior coxed quads.  The Year 9 girls had some truly inspiring performances across the day, 

including reaching the final of the quad for the age category above their own and a comfortable win in the J14 

double.  Joseph Rowntree, Year 9 also reached the final of his first single sculls race with Lydia Hare, similarly, 
beating girls two years older than herself, to reach the final of her first ever single scull entry.  Yet more pots 

were brought home by the Year 8s with assertive wins in the boys double and quad events and it’s fair to say all 

involved with our rowing are very optimistic as to how far these Year 8s can go.  By the end of the long, hot, 

summer’s day St Leonard’s had mustered six wins giving us our best haul from Talkin Tarn Regatta in many years; 

a very fitting end to a year of racing for most members of the club who will now look to build ready for head 

season in the new academic year. 

 

However, regattas have not ended for all of us yet, with the Year 11 girls and some Year 9 girls preparing to 

travel to Nottingham for the British Championships. Representing our school on such a big stage, among huge 

club and school names, will be an honour - as always, but this year we are definitely looking to make our mark.  

 

Emily Reilly-O’Donnell 

Tees 

MJ13 4x+ - Will Beattie, Joseph Parkinson,   

  Callum Laing, Beth Turnbull,    

  Abigail Steele (cox) 

MJ13 1x - Joseph Parkinson  

 

 

Wansbeck  

WJ16 4- - Emily Reilly O'Donnell, Anna Bancroft,  

        Abbie Rogers, Jude Parkinson  

WJ16 4x - Abbie Rogers, Jude Parkinson, Lydia Hare, 

  Abi Hopkins 

W 2- - Anna Bancroft, Jude Parkinson  

WJ13 4x+ - Sophie Hopkins, Jasmine Stewart,   

    Sarah McLaughlin, Maria Wilson,   
           Callum Laing (cox) 

MJ13 1x - Joseph Parkinson  

 

 

Hexham  

WJ16 4x - Emily Reilly O'Donnell, Anna Bancroft,  

        Abbie Rogers, Jude Parkinson 

WJ14 4x+ - Ellie Kent, Megan Thomas, Alice Cook,  

   Ruby McClelland, Emily Shaw (cox) 

MJ13 1x - Joseph Parkinson  

Durham  

WJ16 4x - Emily Reilly O'Donnell, Anna Bancroft,  

         Jude Parkinson, Lydia Hare 

MJ13 4x+ - Will Beattie, Joseph Parkinson,   

          Callum Laing, Beth Turnbull,   

   Sarah McLaughlin (cox) 

 

 

Talkin Tarn  

W Sen 4x+ - Emily Reilly O'Donnell, Anna Bancroft, 

     Abbie Rogers, Jude Parkinson,        

     Ruby McClelland (cox) 

M Sen 4x+ - Oliver Wilmore, Robert Duffell, Billy Gray, 

    Brandon Davies, Callum Laing (cox) 

MJ15 4x+ - Oliver Wilmore, Robert Duffell, Billy Gray,  
  Brandon Davies, Ben Flynn (cox) 

MJ13 4x+ - Joseph Parkinson, Callum Laing,   

  Beth Turnbull, Sophie Hopkins,   

  Maria Wilson (cox)  

WJ14 2x - Ella Shaw, Ruby McClelland 

MJ13 2x - Joseph Parkinson, Callum Laing  

Results 
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In October 2010,  A Level Literature students 

travelled all the way to London to see a new 

play version of one of their set texts: 

Sebastian Faulks’ ‘Birdsong’.  It was wonderful 

on a summer’s evening in May for 40 pupils 

to make the much shorter journey to the 

Gala theatre in Durham to see a revamped 

touring production of the same play. 

 

In ‘Birdsong’, Faulks dwells on the hellish tunneling and explosives-laying operations conducted 

below the battlefields of Northern France during the First World War. Using atmospheric 

lighting and crouching, nerve-racked movements to conjure an ineffable mood of tension, the 

cast powerfully conveyed the terror of being buried alive in narrow earthy passageways dripping 

with blood. 

 

There were many equally moving, imaginatively depicted moments from the book displayed on 

stage.  The set that morphed the battlefields, trenches, mines and upper class 1910 Amiens, 

helped to produce a fluid pace, and the most evocative singing by the Welsh character Evans 

made the letters home section, in particular, very haunting. 

 

The evening ended with Stephen’s words that in the text are eventually unlocked from his 

private coded journal by his granddaughter Elizabeth in 1978.  They made for a fitting, achingly 

beautiful and desperately moving finish in this, the centenary year. 

 

‘I do not know what I have done to live in this existence. I do not know what 

any of us did to tilt the world into this unnatural orbit. 

No child or future generation will ever know what this was like. They will never 

understand. 

When it is over we will go quietly among the living and we will not tell them. 

We will talk and sleep and go about our business like human beings. 

We will seal what we have seen in the silence of our hearts and no words will 

reach us.’ 

 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 
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At St Leonard’s, we have taken advantage of RSC Live’s free 

streaming of current productions in to schools, since the 

initiative started.  Never before, however, have we been 

fortunate to stream a GCSE set text to the entire year 

group a month before the examination.  This is exactly 

what happened when all of Year 11 saw ‘Macbeth’ starring 

Christopher Eccleston and Niamh Cusack at the end of 

April in the school Hall. 

 

This was a fast, fresh and horror-filled interpretation of this very well-known play.  The central 

performances of Macbeth and his wife, Lady Macbeth, were superb at catching the jumpy tension 

of the murder they had committed, and then showing how the balance of power shifted from 

Lady Macbeth to an increasingly unbalanced Macbeth.  This, together with some original direction, 

particularly through the hints of infertility in the Macbeths’ marriage and the use of horror film 

imagery, gave the production an intense pathos and inexorable sense of darkness dominating.  

 

Tension was created further by the presence of a digital clock that counted two hours down 

from the physically frail Duncan’s death to Macbeth’s mechanically perfunctory dispatch at the 

hands of Edward Bennett’s superb Macduff.  In addition, rather helpfully, this device sat beneath a 

monumental gallery area around which were beamed, pull-out quotations from the play. 

For all its inexorable drive towards a high body count, some of the most desolate and beautiful 

language that Shakespeare ever wrote is heard in the last Act, when Macbeth recognises he has 

rendered his own existence meaningless. 

 

‘To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow, 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, 

To the last syllable of recorded time; 

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! 

Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player, 

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 

And then is heard no more. It is a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 

Signifying nothing.’ 

 

 

All agreed; this was a wonderful and timely opportunity to see this 

mesmerising play. 

 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 
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How to Save a Life 

 
Several of our pupils from Year 10 took part in the ‘British Heart Foundation’ 

training - Call, Push, Rescue.  These valuable skills formed part of their assessment 

for their Level 1 Cope Certificate. 

 

“The skills learned are a vital part of being able to respond in a situation when you would find someone 

unconscious, not responsive and not breathing.  To recognise you only have eight minutes to do something 

before their brain and body fails”.  

 

 All of the pupils gained confidence in giving rescue breaths and 

performing heart resuscitation, as well as being able to put someone in 

the recovery position if they regain consciousness.  

 

A fun, hands on morning was had by all - well done to all involved. 

 

       Mr Routledge & Miss Davison 
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Thank You! 

At this time of year, as we look back over the last ten months, 

we reflect and are thankful for all the hard work and dedication 

of the pupils of St Leonard’s.  This is especially true for the 

‘Student Librarians’.  This group of pupils give up their breaks 

and lunchtimes to assist me in the running of the library, helping 

pupils whether to take books out, or find relevant resources, 

choosing what books are available, or the (sometimes 

complicated) task of how to use the printer!  They always have a smile on their faces, and some joke 

or story to tell, and they certainly make sure the library is able to run smoothly.  I would like to take 

this opportunity to say a massive thank you for all their commitment and wish them a happy and 

healthy summer holidays. 

Miss Waldock 

Durham Big Book Bash 

 

Once again St Leonard’s took part in the annual Durham Big Book Bash (BBB) 

organised by the Librarians of Durham schools, and hosted this year by 

Longfield Academy, Darlington.  Below are what the pupils who attended 

said: 

“It was really fun.  We had a great time doing all the activities..  You have to make sure you 

know the books inside out (especially for the props game), and the story box was really fun to 

make.” 

“It was brilliant. Not only the time we spent at the event, but also the time we spent leading up to it, 

building our story box for ‘The Parent Agency’. I loved meeting Chloe Daykin and doing the 

workshop with her.  I hope the Big Book Bash continues for many years.” 

 

“During the day we had to design a new front cover and a 3D picture on 

different books, as well as getting to meet an author, Chloe Daykin, and do a 
workshop with her.  We even managed to get a copy of her new book (‘The 

Boy who Hit Play’), which hadn't even been officially released, and she signed it 

for us.  It was a great day!” 

 

By Tom, Sophie & Hannah-Clare, Year 7 
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This summer, the boys’ teams have entered more competitions than ever before since beginning an 

affiliation with the Tyneside Schools’ Association.  This has allowed us to provide more 

opportunities for the boys to experience a wider range of competition in athletics, cricket and 

tennis. 

In the Tyneside Schools’ athletics the junior boys competed against 11 other schools from across 

the region and have put in some fantastic individual performances to help us comfortably win the 

competition at the first attempt. 

For the first time in six years we ran a boys’ tennis team and both our U13 and U15 teams travelled 

to Durham Johnston to compete in the Tyneside School’s Championships.  Despite some strong 

performances, the U13 finished the competition in fifth place and the U15 team finished sixth. 

The cricket teams have built upon their success last year and the U13s were unlucky to be beaten 

in the semi-final of both the County Cup and the Tyneside Schools’ competitions by Durham 

Johnston and Hetton School respectively. 

The U15 team were narrowly beaten by Whickham in the semi-final of the Tyneside Schools’ 

competition and at the time of writing are awaiting a semi-final showdown with Hetton in the 

County Cup. 

               Mr Bell 
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 Slow speedy...it’s 20mph here!  

 

You may remember seeing an article in 

the December edition of the newsletter 

about a group of Year 8 pupils and the 

new 20mph speed limit around school.  

This County Council initiative to help 

make it safer heading to and from 

school, meant pupils worked with local 

illustrator Liz Million to help design new 

signs.  These eagerly anticipated designs 

have now been unveiled and you will be able to 

see them on the roads 

approaching the school.  It 

is hoped that these eye 

catching designs, created 

by the pupils will help 

slow drivers down.  

Please help ensure the 

safety of our pupils by 

following this new speed 

limit. 
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Some Year 7 pupils will be heading to Lockerbie Manor 

Activity Adventure Centre in Scotland, for a week of 

outdoor activities including archery, canoeing and abseiling.  

Pupils will be able to work on their social and team building 

skills as well as gaining new skills and discovering new 

interests. 

Year 10 Geography pupils are jetting off to Sorrento in Italy.  

Whilst there they will be visiting Pompeii, isle of Capri and the 

catacombs in Naples and hopefully this year Vesuvius.   All of this 

as well as learning how to make Mozzarella.  It sounds like a 

packed schedule!  

Pupils in Year 9 will, for the day, be 

heading to visit a Synagogue and a 

Church.  This will give them a visual 

experience of the places of worship 

for Jews and Christians, made all the 

more important because of the 

GCSE modules pupils will be 

covering in Religious Studies next 

year. 

Years 9, 10 and 12 pupils will be heading off 

on Duke of Edinburgh expeditions into North 

Yorkshire in order to earn their Bronze or 

Silver award.   We hope they take plenty of 

sun cream with them! 

Some Year 12 and 13 students will be heading to 

South Africa, for their Operation Wallacea 

Expedition, which runs for three weeks.  Throughout 

their time in South Africa, they will be working with 

scientists to help with conservation work in 

protecting elephants.  Our thanks goes to all staff, 

pupils and members of the community, for helping to 

raise over £48000, which will go towards travel and 

this conservation project. 

Some Year 10 and Year 12 pupils 

will be using the week to gain some 

experience in the world of work 

when they go on Work Experience.  

From Hair Dressers to Primary 

Schools, Car Manufacturers to 

Working Farms, a wide range of 

employers are being accessed, 

helping our pupils gain valuable 

experience. 

Once again the last week of the summer term is the annual St Leonard’s Activities week.  During this 

week a large number of trips abroad take place as well as lots of educational and fun visits.  Here are 

some of the places pupils will be visiting this year. 

 

Some Year 9 and 10 pupils will be 

travelling down to London during 

activities week. Whilst there they will be 

visiting the medicine museum and the 

Imperial War Museum, as well as taking 

in some of the sights of London. 

This will assist pupils with their ‘History  

of Medicine’ course. 
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And the award goes to…... 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

SUBJECT 
  

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT  OUTSTANDING PROGRESS 

Art  Samantha Cheesey        Erin Graves Joseph Rowntree          Eve Megginson  

English Janeeta Jacob                Katie Glasper   Elle Finch                      Tyler Thompson 

French Rowan Payne                Rachel Magnus Orla Carty                   Oliver Stephenson 

Geography Sophie Snowden            Matilda Moor Catherine Kirkland        Thomas Barnes 

German Kiera Stobie                  Bridget Higton Daniel Storey                Jennifer Murphy 

History Grace Addison-Smyth    Gemma Verlet Joseph Ayorinde           Evie O’Brien 

Computing Hannah Hryniszak          Elizabeth Dempster Joseph Telford              Patrick Tanfield 

Maths Cameron Vaudrey         Annija Aldersone Alana Squire                 Bethany Selkirk 

Music Robert Hunt                 Phoebe Gooding Thomas Whalen           Jack White 

PE Sam Peat                       Jake Dickinson Harry Wharton            Grace Barrass 

RE  Isaac Crawford             Dominic Garrity Hewan Devilliers          Dillon Johnston 

Science Scarlett Newby             Hannah Mercer Katie Pearson               Cleo McLaughlan 

Study Skills Evie Clark-Adamson Alex Dobson 

Technology Lorna McAllister           Toni Wong Ben Flynn                     Alex Cameron 

This year’s Year 9 Key Stage 3 presentation took place on Wednesday 11th July, and we once 

again celebrated the achievements of some outstanding pupils who thoroughly deserved these 

awards. 



YEAR 12 YEAR 13 

Head of Year: 

Mrs E Alderson 

Head of Year: 

Mr Q Hughes 

YEAR 7 

Head of Year: 

Mrs E Bell 

Assistant: 

Mr J Coon 

YEAR 8 

Head of Year: 

Mrs A Grainger  

Assistant: 

Mr A Robinson 

 

YEAR 9 

Head of Year: 

Mr A Gray 

Assistant: 

Mr M Hughes 

YEAR 10 

Head of Year: 

Mrs S Storey 

Assistant: 

Miss S Dobson 

YEAR 11 

Head of Year: 

Mr G Johnson 

Assistant: 

Mrs A Ward 

 

From September 2018 for two terms,  the Pastoral roles are: 
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 Wednesday 5.9.18 

Autumn Half Term 2018 Friday 19.10.18 Monday 29.10.18 

Christmas 2018 Thursday 20.12.18 Tuesday 8.1.19 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 

(different from County) 

Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2018 — 2019 

 

On Monday 2nd July, 16 pupils from the Lower School Choir travelled 

to Newcastle Cathedral to lead the singing in the annual education 

mass, which is celebrated in honour of staff and governors in the 

diocese who are about to retire.  Mr Grehan-Bradley enjoyed the 

thrill of playing the new cathedral organ and the choir voices, led by 

Mrs Anyan, soared from the heights of the organ loft.  



UNIFORM   
Over the summer holidays, many parents will be buying new items of uniform.  We 

remind you that our School Uniform Policy is available on the school website.  Please 

refer to this before making new purchases.  Please also remember that uniform 

purchased from certain online firms may not be suitable for school.  This particularly 

applies to school skirts and the optional school jumpers.  

Results 

 
 

 

 

A-Level Results will be available from 8.30am on 
Thursday 16h August 2018 in the Sixth Form 
Common Room.   

GCSE Results will be available from 9.30am on 
Thursday 23rd August 2018 in the Sixth Form 
Common Room.  
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MEDICATION 

 
Could all medication be collected from Mrs Simpson, in Reception, on Friday 

20th July. 

 

Just a reminder that no medication is allowed to be carried in school with 

the exception of inhalers and Epipens®.  All medication should be handed 

into reception in the original packaging with instructions and a parental 

agreement form completed. 



Cafod heard loud and clear at St Leonard’s 

 

In the autumn term five young people in Year 10 were selected to be St 

Leonard’s Young Leaders for 2017-18. 

The Cafod Young Leader’s Scheme provides three training days over 

the course of the school year, equipping students with the skills to 

share the work of Cafod in their schools, to promote Cafod’s 

campaigns and to do some fundraising.  The training included looking at 

the seven values of Cafod, with our group looking at Solidarity - we 

learnt that solidarity is about walking alongside the poor and 

disadvantaged and campaigning to change policies so that there is real equality in our world.  Saint Pope John II 

said, ‘solidarity is not a feeling of vague compassion at the misfortunes of people, both near and far, but a firm 

determination to commit oneself to the Common Good.' 

Communicating the message through running an exceptionally successful Fairtrade tuck shop, ran during 

Fairtrade fortnight, ensured that pupils of all ages were aware of and took part in being active citizens.  Further 
awareness-raising took the shape of an Easter egg delivery service in school where messages to the intended 

recipient were personalised.  This highly successful event raised over £700 which was then doubled by the 

Government Match-Funding scheme.  The Year 10s are now in the process of recruiting for the next cohort of 

leaders and will be on hand to support them in their efforts from September. 

Congratulations and well done to all involved. 

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS! 

Stand and Sing 

This year, something new was added to the school 

calendar:  Staff Karaoke!  Over four lunchtimes, 

different staff members held centre stage to 

perform (to slightly varying degrees of success!) a 

variety of songs, some of which included costumes 

and dance moves.  The staff karaoke was a great 

way in which we were able to bring the school community 

together and allowing both staff and pupils to have a laugh, as 

we neared the end of this academic year.  We would like to 

thank all staff who took part, and all pupils who attended for a 

great cause.  Overall, we raised £719 for UNICEF. 

Thank you! 

Year 12 BTEC Business Students 

Letter to the Vatican 

One of our pupils took the time to 

write to Pope Francis, inviting him 

to visit the United Kingdom.  

Aidan did this all in 

Spanish!  Aidan has 

received a reply and 

as a token of thanks, 

blessed Rosary Beads 

and a photograph.   

YMT Summer Festival 

 

For three days, a group of Year 10 and 12 pupils went up to the Youth Village, for the YMT Summer Festival.  

Unlike previous years, the weather was sunny and dry, and so we were able to camp under the stars.  We 

sang and danced with talented musicians and had the wonderful opportunity to receive not only communion 

but the sacrament of reconciliation.  It was an amazing experience, where we all felt closer to God and each 

other. 

If you are a lover of music, and want some time away from our commercialised society, make sure you take 

this brilliant opportunity when it is open to you.  
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