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From the Head Teacher 
It was good to see most of Year 9 pupils and parents at the options 

evening on 25th January.   Thanks for your patience with the re-arranged 

date and please continue the discussions at home and in school over 

these decisions. 

 

Parents may be aware that we have recently dealt with two incidents of 

pupils bringing illegal drugs into school.  This is clearly of great concern 

and I would like all parents and pupils to know that it is treated 

extremely seriously.  There have been a number of substantial Fixed 

Term Exclusions and one Permanent Exclusion related to this and I 

would ask that parents come forward with any information that can 

help us and the police to keep drugs well away from our school and 

pupils.  Thank you to those who have already supported with this. 

 

Homework 

We have been reviewing and discussing the setting and completion of 

homework in recent weeks and find that failure to complete homework 

is frequently a reason for detentions or notes in planners.  Sometimes 

pupils are not recording homework properly in planners and clearly 

some are simply not doing it on time.  Please reinforce the importance 

of homework with your daughter/son and encourage them to both 

record it properly and complete it on time to the best of their ability.  

We will also continue to ensure that the policy and practice are 

consistent and appropriate. 

 

After School Detentions 

May I repeat the point I made in an earlier email to parents that ‘After 

School Detentions’ are not open to negotiation by pupils or parents.  

They are an important part of the school’s behaviour management 

structures and all pupils are required to do the detention on the night 

set.  It is vital that we have your full support over this for the smooth 

running of the school and in order that staff are able to get the best 

from the pupils during their time here. 

 Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Page 

On the front of this issue is 

a photograph of Dom from 

Swift Racing Boats and the 

Year 11 girls from the club 

after delivery of a brand 

new racing eight.  For more 

information on this and 

other Boat Club News, 

head to page 3. 

 

In the top left hand corner 

of the Front Page, there is 

an image of Mary.  This is 

because the Diocese has 

decided 2018 will be the 

Year of Mary.  Head to the 

Diocesan website for more 

information.  

   
Congratulations to… Ryan Daughtery who, in November, won the Young Volunteer of the Year 

Award for the mid-Durham and Dales area for his work with Langley Park Cricket Club.  Ryan was 
shortlisted for the Young Volunteer of the Year Award (YVOTY), with the Active Durham Sports and 

Physical Activity Awards.  The award ceremony was  held on Friday 26th January, at the Gala theatre. 

Although Ryan didn’t win the overall YVOTY award, he has done exceptionally well to be shortlisted.  

Ryan puts a lot of time and effort into running sessions for the younger teams, and for those trying out 
cricket for the first time, giving up his time on the weekends. 
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BOAT CLUB NEWS  

Since the last newsletter there has been no racing, yet our rowers have been incredibly busy with 

their winter training.  Training continued over the Christmas holidays when the wet weather forced a 

few more land sessions than planned.  This led to some creative cross training including leap-frog, 

badminton and running the steps of Kingsgate Bridge.  Rowers now have their sights on the trials for 

the northern inter-regional team and the remaining long-distance head races.  

 

On Saturday 23rd December the club presented the ‘Paul Brady Memorial Plate’ for the first time to 

Jo Hare, a former pupil and rower.  The award was in recognition  of the hard work, determination 

and good spirit that Jo ploughed into his rowing and the club 

in general during his time at St Leonard’s.  As many people 

will remember, Paul Brady went to St Leonard’s in the 1990s 

and early 2000s.  His school rowing career was littered with 

success and national medals.  Perhaps most notably his 

double, with partner Phil Curry, notched up over 30 event 

wins in their J15 year (Year 10).  Sadly Paul was killed in a 

road traffic accident.  He was knocked off his bike on his way 

to work in North Tyneside in January 2008.  Before and after 

his death, Paul’s commitment and drive was noted and talked about by former coaches and rowers 

alike.  From now on we hope to award the memorial plate to those we feel have gone above and 

beyond in their time with the boat club.  

In January the club took delivery of a brand new racing eight from Swift Racing.  We have received 

this boat free of charge for a loan period from January until July.  The boat has come with sculling and 

sweep riggers. This will hopefully allow the Year 11 girls to push on with their sweep rowing as well 

as allowing us to introduce the large number of new Year 7 rowers – something which usually has to 

be done in quads.  We would like to pass on our thanks to Swift Racing Boats for this opportunity.  

 

Mr Smith 



Absence from School  

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is unable to attend due to illness. 

Schools should authorise absences due to illness unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity 

of an illness.  If the authenticity of illness is in doubt, schools can request parents to provide medical evidence to 

support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from school via email or voicemail can 

you please provide us with the following information:   

-       Pupil’s Full Name;  

-       Year/Tutor Group; 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

If we have not received any communication as to why your child is absent, a text message will be 

issued and phone calls made to ensure the safety of the pupil. 

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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Improved text messaging system – and you can help the school save money 

 

From time to time, we send information to parents via text message to your mobile phone.  A new 

FREE smartphone app for parents is now available for download called ‘School Gateway’ for Apple 

(iPhone 3GS or later, iPad, iPod Touch) and Android (2.3/Gingerbread or later) devices. 

 

Please could you download this new app to your phone (it’s free) as it will help us improve 

communication with parents – and save the school money. 

 

The set-up process is simple and will take no more than a couple of minutes: 

1.  Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 

 www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

2.  Install the app and if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

3.  When you launch School Gateway for the first time, please select ‘New User’ and enter the email 

 address and mobile telephone number you have registered with the school. 

4.  The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please enter this PIN code and the app will be 

 activated for you. 

 

As soon as you’ve got the system set-up, all of the text messages we send you will appear in the app; 

you’ll receive notifications/alerts as normal. 

 

If you’ve recently changed your email address or mobile telephone number, please let us know so we 

can update our records. 

 

Thank you for your support.    

The School Admin Team 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/apple
http://www.schoolgateway.com/android


Robin Hood, Robin Hood with his band of men! 

 

The St Leonard’s pantomime group successfully performed Robin 

Hood over two nights in December 2017 to enthralled members 

of the audience.  The majority of the cast had never taken part in 

pantomimes before and thoroughly enjoyed the nature in which 

they are performed.  This was the biggest and most lavish 

production attempted and all agreed that it was a thoroughly 

wonderful performance. 

 

The new members of the cast rose to the challenge of leading 

roles with star performances and many of the younger Year 8 and 

9 pupils have been ear marked for the future! 

 

Without the support from all involved in the St Leonard’s 
community over the last nine years we would not be able to 

continue to provide opportunities for pupils to get involved with 

performances of this nature.  Special thanks go to the Friends of St 

Leonard’s for this 

generous donation 

towards sound equipment which will benefit the whole school. 

 

The pupils have enjoyed themselves so much we have already 

started on the script for next year’s pantomime and it will 

hopefully be completed for April with auditions starting in June.  

We look forward to seeing you there at our next performance of 

Jack and the Beanstalk in early December!  

Mr Hutchinson 

Harry Potter Book Night:  Fantastic Beats 

 

On Thursday 1st February, 28 pupils took part in the fourth 

Harry Potter Book Night.  After the sorting hat ceremony, 

Gryffindor knew that they needed to win to retain some 

house pride, since the other three houses had taken the 

House Cup in the past.  With rounds such as ‘What’s 

Hatching’ and ‘Dragon Spotting’, the night certainly 

challenged pupils to know their Lethifold from their 

Flobberworm.  Gryffindor had made a brilliant start, knowing how to deal with beasts 

such as a Grindylow (avoid!), and then made a wise decision to sacrifice some house 

points to use Scamander’s ‘Fantastic Beasts’ book to help them in the ‘Dangerous 

Beasts Ahead’ round.  Yet, it was still all to play for, despite Gryffindor having a 

130 point lead over Hufflepuff, with 1370 points up for grabs in the beastly quiz.  

With questions challenging pupils to name different types 

of dragons, and what a Diricawl is more commonly known 

as (the dodo), it was a tense moment when the scores 
came in.  Gryffindor had certainly risen to the challenge 

and stormed ahead with 1220 points, meaning they won 

the House Cup.  Pupils can’t wait for next year’s Harry 

Potter Book Night, when the House Cup will be up for 

grabs once again. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair will 

be in the school library from 

Friday 2nd to Friday 9th 

March meaning pupils will be 

able to use their £1 Book 

Vouchers with purchases.  

Miss Waldock 5 

The arrival of ‘King Richard’! 

The Sorting Hat 
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Voucher Collecting:  The End of an Era 

In 1995 Sainsbury’s had been in Durham for only five years when they announced a “Bags for 

Schools” scheme.  You were given a voucher for every £10 spent or for each carrier bag you did 

not need (a very good deal as £10 was a lot of shopping then!) we collected 43,000 and got into 

the Northern Echo.  From this we got the school’s first two multimedia PCs.  

From then on we never really stopped.  Texaco petrol 

stars got us our first digital cameras and we got books 

from collecting Walker’s crisp packets.  When Tesco 

moved to Durham we collected their schools vouchers 

for computers (Tesco stopped a few 

years ago but we had a good run). 

Now there will be no more counting and putting elastic bands around 

bundles of vouchers.  Around 500,000 vouchers have been collected since 

we started. 

Thank you for all your efforts for over 22 years.                    

 Mr Creaghan 26,443 vouchers in 2015                                                                           

43,000 “Bags for Schools” vouchers 
collected 1995/6   

Wanted:  sweet tubs, biscuit tins and school containers  

Every year some pupils forget to bring a container to take food items home, 

and every year we run out of containers to be borrowed (80 to 100 in a 

term!) 

So if you get sweet tubs or biscuit/cake tins that are not needed after 

Christmas, please bring them in to school.  

Also, If you borrowed a school container at any time can you please return it 

as we have lost far too many on a promise that they will come back (many 

never do).         

Technology Department (Food) 

Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have recently passed their music examinations. 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  Please 

let Mr Grehan-Bradley know, and your name can be in 

the next newsletter. 

Matthew Woods Clarinet Grade 3 

Euan Copple Double Bass Grade 2 

Jean Etchells Flute Grade 2 

Adam Chapman Tenor Horn Grade 4 

Patrick Sheils Tenor Horn  Grade 4 

Aidan Crawley Trumpet Grade 4 

Jean Etchells Violin Grade 6 

Gardening Club 

Gardening Club will begin again after February half term. It runs after school on Monday from 3.30-

4.30pm.  If you would like to get involved, speak to either Mrs Duggan or Miss Waldock.   

We have plans to grow some more vegetables and build a bug hotel this year and developing  what 

we’ve done in the last couple of years, with herbs and fruit trees.  We’re eager to get stuck in, 

especially when you see bulbs planted last year are coming through!  For pupils who plan to attend, 

a change of footwear is advised. 



Notice Board 
Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday  Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 Wednesday 5.9.18 

Autumn Half Term 2018 Friday 19.10.18 Monday 29.10.18 

Christmas 2018 Thursday 20.12.18 Tuesday 8.1.19 

Spring Half Term 2019 Friday 15.2.19 Monday 25.2.19 

Easter 2019 

(different from County) 
Friday 12.4.19 Monday 29.4.19 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 3.5.19 Tuesday 7.5.19 

Summer Half Term 2019 Friday 24.5.19 Monday 3.6.19 

Summer 2019 Friday 19.7.19 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2018 — 2019 

Twitter Accounts 
 

Many of St Leonard’s 

departments now 

have their own twitter accounts.  If 

you haven’t already done so follow: 

 

@stlcsdurham – Main School 

account 

@STLDEnglish 

@STLDDofE – Duke of 

Edinburgh information for Years 9 -

13 

@STLDHistory 

@STLDPolitics 

@STLDScience 

@STLDMusic 

@STLDGeog 

@STLDMedia 

@STLDMFL 

@STLDBoatClub 

Medical Information Notice 

Please inform the school if your child 

has a medical condition. 

Apart from asthma inhalers and EpiPens®, 

medication that your child needs to take 

more than three times a day should be 

handed into the office, in the correct box, 

with instructions.  A form needs to be 

completed and contact made with the 

school’s First Aiders regarding these 

arrangements. 

All medication needs to be collected at 

the end of every half term. 

 

Please note that there is NO School 

Nurse on site, only First Aiders. 

School First Aiders 

  Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to parents?   

If the answer is no, then we probably do not have 

your most up to date email address on our system. 

Please contact the school on admin@st-

leonards.durham.sch.uk using the email address 

which is assigned as the first priority contact person, 

because this is where the message will be sent to.  

Address the subject ‘for the attention of Mrs 

Simpson’ and please include your child’s name and 

Tutor Group in the body of the email.  

If you have any changes to your personal details 

such as telephone and mobile numbers or change of 

address please remember to let the school know as 

soon as possible. 

Thank you.        
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