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Message from the Head Teacher 

Best wishes to all our students who face external exams this 

term, some of them will be midway through by the time of reading 

this.  Thanks to you all for helping to calm nerves and ease 

anxieties during this stressful time for your sons and daughters. 

On 26th April the school received a visit from the PSHE Policy 

Team and researchers from the DfE who are interested in the 

work we are doing with Year 9 on Mental Health.  Working with 

the Local Authority, the school has been involved with the YAM, 

Youth Aware of Mental Health Project.  All pupils in Year 9 have 

been working with trained facilitators in promoting resilience and 

awareness of Mental Health.  The DfE and Local Authority were 

very impressed with our work and as a result have informed us 

that they will fully fund the project again next year.  This work is 

further supported by the access that we now also have to a 

Mental Health Nurse each Wednesday morning.  The DfE 

representatives met with pupils and spoke to staff about this 

project which has had a significant impact in the Year group.  We 

plan to build on this work and to make appropriate provision for 

different year groups.    

At the end of last term we said goodbye to Mrs Collier who 

retired having worked in our school office for ten years.  Her work here was characterised 

by good humour and flexibility; often given the unenviable duty of supervising vaccinations.  

She also supported many pupils with medical emergencies.  We thank her for all her work 

and wish her a happy retirement. 

You will have seen in last term’s edition that Rowing crews continue to perform well.  The 

Durham Regatta takes place over the weekend of 10 – 11 June if you are able to offer some 

support, and enjoy the festivities. 

Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On this edition is a photograph 

of some of our Sixth Form 

English students who travelled 

down to London to see ‘The 

Winter’s Tale’ and do some 

sightseeing.  For more 

information on the visit, head 

over to page 7. 

Alumni News:  CIBSE Student of the Year 2016! 

 

One of our former students who left St Leonard’s Sixth Form in 2013, has been given the CIBSE 

student of the Year 2016 award. 

Ryan started an apprenticeship with TGA Consulting Engineers firm rather than going to 
university and he said he has never regretted the decision.  TGA are delighted that Ryan Walsh 

won CIBSE Student of the Year at the CIBSE North East Dinner on the 3rd February 2017. 

Ryan is currently studying Building Services at Northumbria University having completed the 

Foundation Degree in 2016. 
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Movement as Medicine 

 

At the end of March, ten excited Year 10 triple science pupils 

took the train to Newcastle University’s Medical School.  The 

theme of the visit was ‘Movement as Medicine’.  During the 

day they learned how research studies show that exercise can 

prevent, manage and cure disease.  

 

The morning consisted of icebreaker activities, information on 

the degree courses available and an informative walking tour of 

the campus.  We were even 

taken to see the (very posh) halls of residence.  After lunch things got 

much more interesting, the labs were opened up to our young scientists.  

During the circus of practicals they were able to measure their own 

force production, catch an object using only one eye, perform an ECG 

and measure their maximum lung volume.  A few of the fourth year 

medical students even 

allowed us to take an 

ultrasound scan of their 

carotid artery.  The test 

showed the blood being pumped around the body in 

stunning high definition. 

 

A special thank you to Mrs Mitchell for helping to organise 

such a rewarding visit.  All the pupils agreed it made them 

think seriously about a future career in science.  Fingers 

crossed! 

 

Mr Coon 

 

The hard work of last year has really begun to pay off.  Although the daffodils have now 

finished for the year, the bluebells (in blue as well as pink and white) and the sea thrift are in 

full bloom bringing a lovely ‘pop of colour’ to the front of the lodge.  The lavender that was 

planted last year is already well established and beginning to give off that beautiful heady 

smell.  The other herbs are growing very well despite needing to be temporarily moved 

earlier on in the year, and hopefully they can be used again in Food Technology lessons.  

Earlier on in the year, St Leonard’s took a delivery of Fruit Trees from Rocket 

Gardens that we were able to get with completing the RHS School Gardening 

Level 3 Award.  The trees are doing very well, with many leaves on already 

though we don’t expect any fruit or berries from them this year.  Vegetables 

are next on the list of things to plant, but with changeable weather conditions 

at the moment, the growing seedlings may need to wait a few more weeks 

before being put in the ground.  With summer still to look forward to, we 

can’t wait to see what the garden has in store for later on in the year. 

 

           If you would like to get involved, the gardening club runs Wednesday 

lunchtime and Wednesday after school, from 3.30 - 4.30pm.  For more 

details, please speak to Mrs Duggan or Miss Waldock.  3 
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So Long, Farewell,  Auf Wiedersehen… 

Goodbye! 

 

So, we’ve come to the end! It has been five long 

years together in which we’ve made new friendships, 

watching and helping each other grow along the way. 

 

During our time in St Leonard’s, we have 

participated in many fantastic opportunities.  From 

skiing in Alpe d’Huez, to swimming in volcanic lakes 

in Iceland, from watching Billy Elliot in the West End 

of London, to reflecting on our retreats together.  

Inevitably, we have gained valuable life experience, 

from which we hope everyone can take with them 

on their new journeys after GCSEs.  

 

There have been many sporting and extra-curricular 

achievements: our girls’ and boys’ football teams, 

girls’ netball team, rowing team, choir, orchestra, and 

of course brilliant musical theatre productions 

hosted annually.  

 

Our years of hard graft will be reflected in our 

upcoming GCSEs, for which we hope that everyone 

achieves their potential.  We are so grateful and offer 

much appreciation to all of our teachers, for 

supporting us through the most difficult as well as 

the most enjoyable times! 

 

Please keep calm, stay safe, and good luck in your 

future - that’s whether you’re staying here for Sixth 

Form, going to college or taking up an 

apprenticeship.  With the wide array of talent 

throughout the year we are sure that we will be a 

successful and memorable year group! 

 

Eleanor Rea and Olivia Bradshaw 



Student Librarians  

This year’s Year 11s have had a big impact on the school, and nowhere is more obvious than in the Library. This 

year has seen us say goodbye to eight student librarians, some who have had that role since Year 7.  All have 

contributed to the library, whether it 

has been to help either pupils or 

myself, choosing books to purchase, 

or putting books on the shelves and 

all with a smile on their faces!  They 

have certainly made me laugh over 

the years, and will be sorely missed 

by myself and the other student 

librarians on the team.  I wish them 

the very best of luck in all their 

exams, and for the future. 

Miss Waldock 
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Year 13 Leavers 

 
As May half-term beckons and our 

Year 13 students come to the end 

of their school journey, it is a time 

for students to reflect on the 

experiences and opportunities they 

have shared at St Leonard’s and for 

St Leonard’s to reflect on the gifts 

that each student has brought to 

our community.  I feel very lucky to 

have been part of that journey and 

to have been welcomed into the 

close community they have built 

during their time in the school. I 

would like to say a very big thank 

you for everything that they have 

done to contribute to life in the 

school: for their many and varied 

talents; for their support of each 

other and younger pupils; and for 

their energy and resilience as they 

prepare for final deadlines and 

forthcoming examinations. I would 

like to wish all students the very 

best of luck for the next few weeks 

and whatever lies ahead – our 

thoughts and prayers are with 

them. 

Mr Q Hughes 

 

Goodbye and Good Luck 
 

Year 11 pupils began their study leave last week in 

preparation for the start of their first examination on 

the 15th May, this is a momentously nervous time for 

all of them, however I am sure their hard work and 

preparation will reward them.  Our final day saw us 

celebrate Mass together, rejoicing in their gifts and 

skills, remembering the experiences of the past five 

years and looking forward to the future.  I would like to 

thank them all for the privilege and pleasure of the past 

years together and to take this opportunity to wish 

them the very best of luck in all of their endeavours. 

 

Mrs Grainger 
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‘In the theatre everyone will hear you scream!’  

So ran the Theatre Royal’s advertisement for the stage adaptation of 

Susan Hill’s chilling ghost story, ‘The Woman in Black’.  At the end of 

April, 50 Year 9 pupils travelled to Newcastle to test the accuracy of 

such a statement. 

 

The play has run continuously between its home of Scarborough 

and the West End, for almost 30 years.  So what has made this 

depiction of a simple ghost story so enthralling?  The masterstroke 

of the play was to make ‘The Woman in Black’ a play within a play, one that needs just two 

speaking actors, and a backstage crew of four.  Elderly Arthur Kipps brings a ghost story to a 

young actor; it's the story of something that happened to Kipps 30 years earlier, and the actor 

turns it into a drama. The older actor plays around half a dozen characters, while the other takes 

the role of young Kipps, a solicitor in the remote town of Crythin Gifford, who has to visit a 

mysterious house in the marshes to tie up a dead woman's affairs – discovering all too late why 

the townsfolk shrink from the place. 

 

One of the most unnerving moments comes when Kipps returns to the nursery that lies behind 

the door and discovers an empty rocking chair – still in motion.  "It's the little things that get 

you," says the author, Susan Hill. "Less is always more."  And, like most of the other effects, it is 

simply done.  Sound effects are another crucial ingredient: trains, winds, tolling bells, and 

bloodcurdling cries all conspire to send the audience's imagination into overdrive.  

 

At times, it felt as if there was as much drama in the stalls as on the stage, as pupils screamed, 

grabbed each other and buried themselves in their hoodies! 

 

A wonderful night of the power of theatre was had by all.  

     Mrs Grehan-Bradley 

The Woman in Black: Newcastle April 2017 

Poetry with Mr Gee:  The Importance of Voting 

On Tuesday 9th May, a group of 12 Year 9 pupils had the opportunity to take part in a poetry 

workshop run by Theatre Centre, a company which brings theatre and drama to young people.  The 

aim of the workshop was to try to encourage young people to get involved with, and register to vote 

in, the forthcoming General Election.  The session was run by Mr Gee, the resident poet for Russell 

Brand’s Radio 2 show, and he was ably supported by Marigold from Theatre Centre.  Our group had a 

wonderful time learning about the importance of having our views and voices heard through art, 

specifically poetry.  Together, we learnt that poetry is a great way to express political, social and 

personal opinions and were inspired by Mr Gee to create our own poem.  In trying to stimulate and 

generate ideas, Mr Gee emphasised the influence words can have in empowering people and reminded 

us about groups of people through history who have had to fight for their democratic right to vote.  I 

particularly liked the example of the Suffragettes, who fought for the right for women to vote in the 

early 1900s.  Marigold was exceptional at making us feel comfortable in front of the camera and we are 

all looking forward (nervously!) to seeing the video which will be shared on social media. Overall, the 

experience was fantastic and I hope our poems will inspire young adults to use their right to vote 6 



The Winter’s Tale 
Some opportunities when they come along are just too 

good to miss, even if they are 300 miles and a 22 hour 

round trip away!  Hence the 7am start on the last day 

of term for 45 A Level Literature pupils, as we 

gathered to travel to London to see the acclaimed 

Cheek by Jowl production of one of our set texts, 

Shakespeare’s hauntingly poignant ‘The Winter’s Tale’ 

at the Barbican. 

 

The long day was peppered with many ‘rare visions’. 

Our first stop was at the Imperial War Museum to 

support the study of ‘My Boy Jack’, First World War 

Poetry and ‘Birdsong’.  When Faulks wrote ‘Birdsong’ 

he spent every morning in the Imperial War Museum, 

making notes, with a small pot of soil from the Somme, 
beside him.  He wanted to do justice to a time in 

history whose story is still so difficult to believe.  

The newly refurbished World War 1 galleries were a 

treasure trove of documents such as Sassoon’s 

Declaration and artefacts from the Front Line and 

Home Front.  ‘AO3 everywhere’ as one pupil declared. 

Our next stop was to the Globe and Rose theatres. 

Our time here was enhanced by superb tour guides, 

who really helped us to evoke the smells and 

entertainments of the ‘Las Vegas’ of the time that was 

Shakespeare’s South Bank.  We were very fortunate to 

see the ruins of the stage that Shakespeare actually 

acted on - the Rose – in a dank, but compelling 

basement in an office block, with infrared lights to help 

to re-create the stage and auditorium. 

 

We joined the Friday evening masses to walk over 

Millennium Bridge to St Paul’s, on to dinner at Pizza 

Express and the short walk to the Barbican Theatre. 

The day ended with the 

much anticipated 

production of ‘The 

Winter’s Tale’, and we 

most certainly were not 

disappointed! 

 

If ever there was a play 

suited to the last days of 

Lent, then this is it. It is 

a play laced with sin, 

forgiveness, redemption and second chances; repellent 

in Leontes’ destructive jealousy and moving in 

Hermione’s patient suffering. The last scene brought 

inevitable misty eyes from the audience, particularly 
through the use of some mesmeric directorial 

decisions. 

 

‘If I was forced to save one Shakespeare play, I 

think my hand would hover over ‘Hamlet’ and 

‘King Lear’ before finally opting for                   

‘The Winter’s Tale’. 

                  Charles Spencer, ‘The Daily Telegraph’ 

 

The term and the day ended back in Durham at 

4.30am. Just like the play, the day had a haunting quality 

to it. Theatre at its best has a power to move and 

change us; the chance to see one of Shakespeare’s 

most beautifully painful plays just before Holy Week 

and at the perfect time revision wise, is an experience I 

am sure that will live long in all our memories. 

A wonderful day was had by all. 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 

 

wisely as they decide our future. Here is the poem I wrote: 

                        Take Note: Vote! 

You’re the future, haven’t you heard?  

A chance for change in this harsh world.  

How can it change, if you don’t vote?  

With no input – it simply won’t.  

 

Rights, equality, unity:  

If not for you, do it for me.  

Strive to changes policies of old, 

You’re the future, now you’ve been told.  

  Amy Beverley, 9L 
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BOAT CLUB NEWS  
 

The last weekend of the Easter holidays took the Sixth Form boys across the 

border to Strathclyde Park Regatta. This was to be a further test after having 

seen success in the North East and Yorkshire. The boys put in some excellent 

performances and came away with a win and a second place – although the silver 

medals are yet to be located!  

 

The May Day bank holiday was the start of the local regatta season for the club 

as a whole.  There was some excellent racing across all age groups, plus some 

hard lessons learned by the Year 8s!  The Year 8 girls and Year 9 boys doubles 

both won their events – that 

being the first race in a double 

for both crews which was even 

more pleasing.  

 

Durham City Regatta followed 

with the club winning four events over the course of the two day 

regatta.  All of the Year 8 rowers won a medal and special 

mention should go to Ruby McLelland who raced (and won) in 

the boys quad.  There was some close racing and pleasing results 

across all age groups.  Wins this half term are as follows: 

 

Strathclyde Park  
MJ18 4x – Patrick Laing, Owen Farmer, Jo Hare, Aidan Rushforth  

 

Chester-le-Street 

W Nov 4x – Abbie Rogers, Jude Parkinson, Niamh Connor, Ella Craddock, Emily Reilly-O’Donnell (c)  

MJ14 2x – Oliver Wilmore, Andrew Beattie 

WJ13 2x – Megan Thomas, Ella Shaw  

 

Durham City  

MJ18 4x - Patrick Laing, Owen Farmer, Jo Hare, Aidan Rushforth 

MJ18 1x – Aidan Rushforth  

WJ13 4x – Alice Cook, Ella Shaw, Megan Thomas, Millie Rogers, Mollie Frazer (c)  

MJ13 4x – Luca Taranu, Ruby McLelland, Joseph Rowntree, Ben Pickles, Ellie Kent (c)  

 

 

The club will be competing locally over the next 

three weekends at: 

 

Wansbeck Regatta (in Ashington) – Saturday 27th May 

   

Hexham Regatta (by Tyne Green) – Saturday 3rd June   

 

Durham Regatta – Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th June  

  

Hexham and Durham in particular are usually 

popular with spectators!   

 

 

 

 

Mr Smith  
 

Photographs by Peter Fannen 8 



Football 

We’ve had a mixed bag of results on the 

football front this season although 

performances have been mostly positive.  

The season’s achievements are outlined 

below: 

 Year 7:  finished second in the league. 

 Year 8:  finished second in the league. 

 Year 9:  finished fourth in the league . 

 Year 10 pupils play in the League Cup 

Final at Newcastle's training ground on 

Friday 19th May.  

 Year 11:  finished seventh in the league. 

 Sixth Form were runners up in the 

County Cup and League Cup, and won 
the league. 

Cricket 

Earlier in the year the Under-13 

boys made it through to the 

indoor County Finals, finishing an 

impressive fourth on the day. 

The Under-15 boys went one 

step further and won the 

competition to be crowned 

County Champions.  Since then 

both teams have been entered 

into the hard ball competitions 

and the Under-15s have reached 

the quarter final stage and will be 

playing against Barnard Castle 

School, whilst the Under-13s 
have reached the same stage and 

await the winners of Park View 

and Emmanuel College.  In the 

meantime the Under-13 inter 

cricket side demolished a strong 

Durham Johnston side in the 

final of the Central Durham 

Inter Cricket competition held 

at Brandon Cricket Club, to 

progress through to the County 

Finals which are to be held in 

Billingham later in the summer 

term and the County Summer 

Games to represent Central 

Durham at Maiden Castle in 

June.  

District Football 

 

Three of our girls, Eve Wilkinson, Niamh 

McNulty and Chloe Flowers have all been 

part of the District football teams who 

have gone on to win several competitions.  

The girls have all played a vital role in the 

district team successes and I look forward 

to seeing their football develop 

even further next season. 

Girls Cricket 

 

Numbers have been excellent for our extra-curricular cricket 

sessions. The girls then went on to finish second at the district 

tournament, with some fantastic performances with both bat and 

ball. The U15 team are in the county cup next week, so good 

luck to them. 

Athletics 

As ever the Athletics season has arrived 

and whilst we hope to be challenging for 

honours at the District Athletics, the boys 

teams will once again be chasing national 

success as they compete in the English 

Schools Competitions in mid May hoping 

to continue their trend of qualifying for the 

second round event in early June.  They 

will also be competing in the County 

Pentathlon events and Miniathlon where 

they will get to test themselves in a range 

of events against some of the best athletes 

from across the region. 

 
We wish all of our athletes the very best 

of luck.  Anyone wishing to come along 

and improve in athletics is more than 

welcome to attend our clubs after school 

(girls on a Wednesday and boys on a 

Thursday until about 16:30 - everyone is 

welcome regardless of ability!). 

 

There is a boys' recreation club on a 

Tuesday night where boys in any year are 

invited to come down to the PE 

department and take part in sport.  For 

more details please see Mr Bell. 

Cricket Leaders 

We have 13 boys in Year 10 who 

have successfully completed their 

Cricket Leaders award and will 

now go on to help run and 

officiate a Primary School Cricket 

Festival at Sacriston Cricket Club 

on May 19th. Congratulations to 

all of the boys involved in that.  

Table Tennis 

Table tennis is 

another sport 

that lots of boys 

(particularly in Year 7) have 

been excelling at this year. 

Since our own club started 

back in October we have 

seen on average 20 boys 

come every week and work 

with our external 

coaches and make some 

outstanding progress.  Such 

is the success of the club 

that the school has been 
chosen to be a Satellite 

Club, which means our 

pupils can play on a 

Wednesday night in our 

gym until 20:00 for only £1 

under the guidance of coach 

Paul Henderson. 

Many of our boys have also 

tested their skills in a 

friendly league organised by 

Paul on a Sunday afternoon 

in Brandon Community Hall 

which has only helped them 

develop further.  

If anyone is interested in 

either the satellite club, 

friendly leagues or further 

coaching please speak with 

Mr Bell. 
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Discovering Art in Amsterdam 
 

During February half term holiday, the Art Department took 14 of our AS and A 

Level students to Amsterdam on this year’s 

international Sixth Form study visit.  We 

spent five days in the Netherlands during 

which we visited the city’s best galleries; The 

Rijksmuseum, Rembrandt House, The Van 

Gogh Museum, Anne Frank House, the Stedelijk Museum, 

Museum of Our Lady in the Attic, the Foam Photography 

Gallery and the Botanical Gardens;  as well as taking in a 

movie at the city’s Art Deco cinema, a canal cruise and ten 

pin bowling!  During our time in the city, our students 

conducted research for their chosen AS and A2 examination questions, drew from direct 

observation in the galleries and recorded through photography.  The visit was a huge success and 

the students thoroughly enjoyed the cultural experience.  A special thank you to Miss Hewitt and 

Mrs Collier for accompanying us on the visit and plans are already taking place for a visit to Paris 

next year.          

Mr Sutcliffe 

Restoration of a Rembrandt painting in 

‘The Rijksmuseum’ 

Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have recently passed their music examinations. 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  Please let 

Mr Grehan-Bradley know, and your name can be in the 

next newsletter. 

Matthew Hunt  Clarinet Grade 4 

Patryk Slowikowski Clarinet Grade 4 

Lucy Whalen  Clarinet Grade 4 

Francesca Atkinson  Piano Grade 3 

Jasmine Starbuck               Piano Grade 3 

Peter Hampshire  Piano Grade 7 

George Theakston            Piano Grade 7 

Aidan Crawley Trumpet Grade 2 

Megan Thomas           Voice Grade 3 

Sainsbury’s vouchers 

Congratulations and thank you for all your collecting this year.  We have over 

26,000 vouchers so far, compared to last year’s 17,412.  At this time I find that 

although vouchers are not being given out, there can be many hundreds hiding 

in purses, wallets and pockets.  Please try to get all remaining vouchers into 

school as soon as possible.          Mr Creaghan 



11 



Notices 

Transport Forms 

The deadline for forms 

for transport forms for 

next September to be 

handed in is Monday 

5th June.  Please make 

sure that the forms are 

handed in at Reception 

asap as those handed 

in after the deadline 

may not be processed 

in time for September. 

Thank you, 

School Admin Team 

St Leonard’s Catholic School, North End, Durham  DH1 4NG   Head Teacher:  Mr S B Campbell 

Telephone:  0191 3848575  Email:  admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 12 

Holiday Dates 

2017 — 2018 

Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 Wednesday 6.9.17 

Autumn Half Term 2017 Thursday 19.10.17 Monday 30.10.17 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22.12.17 Monday 8.1.18 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday 2018 Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 To be determined 

The Class of 1977 

invites pupils who attended & teachers who taught at                     

St Leonard’s 1972/1977 

    to our 40 Years on Party 

On:        24th June 2017 From 1pm until 6pm 

At:                   The Tythe Barn, Durham City 

RSVP to: 

   annettekeelty@gmail.com 07824466007       or          bobbradley1@talktalk.net  

mailto:annettekeelty@gmail.com
mailto:bobbradley1@talktalk.net

