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Message from the Head Teacher 

Greetings at the end of a busy term and best wishes to you all for a Happy 

Christmas when we get there. 

 

Many thanks to all of you for ensuring high or 100% attendance this term.  I 

am sure you know that high attendance is extremely important for all our 

pupils’ success. 

 

Having celebrated the Feast of All Saints on 1st November with           

Masses for the school, we also marked Remembrance Day with silence 

throughout the building and a service led by English Department staff and 

students in the chapel.  Year 10 pupils have been to Ushaw College for a 

day of reflection and Sixth Form students have a voluntary retreat at          

Ampleforth Abbey in January.  Thanks for your great support with               

Operation Christmas Child.  I am also pleased that CAFOD Young Leaders 

have an established group in school who are proving very active (see page 

3). 

 

St Leonard’s features in The Sunday Times list of the top 250 state           

secondary schools for 2016.  The list is based on the proportion of        

students who achieved A*/A grades at GCSE or A*-B grades at A Level in 

2016, reflecting the hard work of staff and students.  While we are fairly 

low in the list of 250, only 54 of those schools above us nationally are also 

comprehensives, the others are all selective schools. 

 

Having formally opened as an Academy on 1st November, we are currently 

in the process of applying for capital funding from the Condition                   

Improvement Fund (CIF) available to Academies.  As you will see when you 

visit certain areas of the school, we are much in need of this, despite our 

best efforts to maintain the buildings.  I will keep you informed of any            

progress. 

 

Many thanks to pupils who took part in the pantomime, and staff and pupils 

who directed and supported back-stage.  I am sure those who attended   

enjoyed the entertainment.  It’s a great way for younger pupils to get           

involved, build confidence and meet new friends so if you were not in it this 

year look out for the invitation next autumn. 

 

Congratulations to Sam Lavery on her great performances in the finals of 

‘The X Factor’.  Of course we believe she should have got even further but 

she has displayed her talents and hopefully will go on to a successful career in music. 

 

As usual term ends with a Carol Service on the afternoon of Friday 16th December for all pupils and 

staff.  You are all invited to our Advent Concert on Thursday 15th December at 7pm in the Sports 

Hall.  This is always a great festive occasion (see advert on page 8).  Christmas Masses for the Parish 

of Durham Martyrs will be celebrated in the Sports Hall– details of these and other parish Masses are 

on page 20. 

 

Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On this issue’s front cover is 

an image of one of the 

school’s Jesse Trees.  Jesse 

Trees are used in Advent to 

retell the stories from the 

Bible leading to Jesus’ birth.  

Each symbol on the tree        

represents a different person, 

such as the ladder for Jacob. 
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CAFOD at St Leonard’s 

  

This year, a team of eleven pupils in Year 10 were given 

the opportunity to become CAFOD Young Leaders.  

This means that we work with the CAFOD charity to 

help those who are less fortunate than us across the 
world and our theme is ‘social justice’.  Our role began 

when we applied to become the representatives of 

CAFOD in school and had a day’s training at St Mary’s 

in Newcastle along with other young leaders from 

schools across the Diocese.  We are using creative and 

unique ways to promote the work of CAFOD, and so we need help and engagement from everyone across the 

school. In turn, we will make money and raise awareness to support our chosen projects. 

 

We had a very successful bake sale and, on the 11th of November, we held a Year 7 disco.  The Year 10 Young 

Leaders put the whole evening together and managed every aspect of it with the support of staff.  With the 

money we now have, we plan to purchase gifts through CAFOD such as goats or teaching someone to read. 

Others who are less fortunate than us can then build independent and sustainable lives. So far we have raised 

over £300. 

 

Future events could include quizzes, treasure hunts, talent shows, non-uniform days and the ever-popular bake 

sales. We have been overwhelmed by the response so far. 

 

You can see our CAFOD board on the main corridor where we keep it updated with everything we do.  

Our CAFOD group meets Tuesday lunchtimes in EN5 where you can come and join us with your 

ideas.  Or you may prefer to speak to the CAFOD group leader, Miss Smith. 

All are welcome! 

  

Emily-Rose O’Neill, 10R 

 

   

"Development is the new name for peace..." (Pacem in Terris)  

Reflections on 17 years of The Peru Mission by Joe Plumb  

 
On Thursday 10th November Joe Plumb, a former pupil of St Leonard’s, gave this 

year’s annual school lecture.  Joe discussed his life over in Peru and how, through 

the years, there have been significant changes to the country, though not always 

for the best.  Joe shared with us his experiences and the successes of The Peru 

Mission.  One of their recent projects was the construction and establishment of 

the ‘Pan de Vida Bakery’ at a girls’ residential centre.  This was created in the hope 

of teaching the girls business skills, as well as self-belief.  The girls each take turns 

to bake alongside dealing with the day to day running of the bakery such as paying 

the electric bill or ordering supplies.  Joe brought to life a country and culture that 

is different from ours, yet faces similar problems to us but without our             

infrastructure.  Joe, through the connections he has made over the years both in Peru and here in the UK, is 
able to raise awareness of global poverty, corruption, injustice, human rights and environmental issues.   

 

Some of our students had already met Joe during their time out in Peru over the summer.  Whilst there they 

helped to build classrooms, seating areas, ramps and pathways, a toilet-block, painted murals and created a 

drainage channel.  They reiterated the importance of the work of The Peru Mission. 

 

Joe inspired us all to live the gospel, helping people less fortunate than us in any way possible.  

 

                 Miss Waldock 
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 From the Chaplain 

Advent Retreat with Year 10 

On the first week of Advent, Year 10 went on a Christmas themed 

retreat to Ushaw College, where we had a chance to relax after the 

added pressure of the beginning of the GCSE years.  When we              

arrived, there was a challenging Christmas themed quiz, which tested 

our knowledge of the festive season.  We then watched the Waitrose, 

Sainsbury’s and John Lewis adverts to show us how commercial 

Christmas has become in recent years.  We reflected on how Advent 

is about waiting for Jesus Christ to enter our lives, so we can have a 

new start again in the new Church year, after what has been a            

particularly stressful 2016 for all of us.  Inspired by the adverts, we 

created our own more moral advert, which was quite entertaining!  

After another tense round of the Christmas quiz, we wrote our 

pledges for Advent so we can be a better person even at this hectic 

time of year.  We also wrote special messages to the lonely and less 

fortunate people in our          

community, for the priest to give to them at Christmas.  

Overall, it was a revitalising break from school work,          

reminding us of what the true meaning of Christmas is. 

 

Lucy Readman, 10E 
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A memorable Retreat for                     

many Year 11’s:                                

Ampleforth College 2016 

 

Sitting in a chapel with a group of           

Benedictine monks at 8.30pm, is not 

what most 15 and 16 year olds see 

themselves doing on a Wednesday           

evening!  However, on Wednesday 2nd 

November, this is what 29 Year 11           

pupils attended at Ampleforth College 

for three days as part of their annual  

religious Retreat.  There were team    

building opportunities, sessions for               

spiritual self-reconnection and of course a chance to go swimming at the College’s sports centre.  We 
learnt about the extreme dedication it takes to be a monk living in a monastery, devoting your life to God. 

 

The cold air hovered over North Yorkshire during the visit, however our hearts were truly warmed by the 

love and care presented by Father Bede and the other monks at the monastery and we thank them very 

much for their generous hospitality.  It is honestly a trip worth experiencing, it was unique and the stress of 

Year11 revision and exams is loosened for the time that you are at Ampleforth, we really do                      

recommend the visit to future Year 11s! 

 

Eleanor Rea, 11E 

Going on Retreat 



 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Once again our school supported the          

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal.  

Many pupils filled shoe boxes at home with 

gifts, with others bringing items into school 

and filling their boxes collectively as a tutor 

group, some collecting money in school and 

then   going shopping to buy the items for 

their     boxes.  There were 347 boxes donated, which will make a huge difference to the 

lives of children in need in other parts of the world. 

Thank you all very much for your efforts! 

5 Catherine Simcox 

The Empty Chair 

November is the month of Remembrance.   This year in the chapel we had an     

empty chair for pupils and staff to remember loved ones who have died.  The idea is 

that at many occasions and often at home, there is an empty chair where a loved 

one once sat, and people are encouraged to write the name of their loved one and 

place it on the chair.  This is to remind us of the memories of the person, that they 

are still loved and now have their new chair in the heavenly kingdom.  It also gave 

people the opportunity to spend time in the chapel praying for and remembering 

their loved ones. 

The names of those who were on the chair will now be added to our Book of        

Remembrance. 

Thank you for an  

amazing start to our 

Reverse Advent           

Calendar - rather than 

‘getting’ something each 

day from a traditional Advent Calendar, we have 

asked pupils to bring something for the               

Foodbank.  In the first week and a half of Advent 

we have received such a phenomenal response, 

with more arriving throughout each day, that we 

had to have an early collection as there was no 

room to store more food and 

toiletries.  Thank you for a 

fantastic response.  Hopefully 

we’ll have as much again when 
they come for the second pick 

up before we break up for the 

Christmas holidays. 

Sixth Form Retreat 

This Year’s Sixth Form Retreat will take place at Ampleforth Abbey 18th-20th January.  This is a fantastic    

opportunity for students to learn about and reflect upon 

their lives and what it means to be a Christian today.  It 

also gives students the chance to have some time out 

from their hectic lives in beautiful surroundings with their 

friends.  Letters have been sent home and hopefully we 

will have a full retreat so as many people as possible can    

benefit from the experience. 

Aleppo Appeal 

During Advent we 

have also asked our 

pupils to donate 

money towards the 

UNICEF appeal for           

Aleppo.  Aleppo 

used to be Syria’s 

largest city and the countries industrial and financial 

centre.  It found itself caught up in the fighting,         

becoming a key battleground since 2012.  Today,          

Aleppo is completely unrecognisable, and currently 

250,000 people are under siege.  

Pupils have been asked to donate money that they 

would perhaps spend on a snack. 

The money raised on ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ on Friday 
16th December, where pupils can donate £1 to wear a 

Christmas Jumper, will also go to this appeal. 



Having ‘The X Factor’:  a conversation with Sam Lavery 
 

St Leonard’s welcomed Sam Lavery who had taken time out of her very 

busy schedule to come and visit pupils and staff.  Year 7 were lucky 
enough to have an interview session with the X Factor star.  Below is the 

interview. 

 

At what point did you realise that you wanted to be a singer and what were your first steps? 

When I was 10, I went on a school trip to Holy Island where there was a talent show and I sang for the first time 

in front of an audience.  I loved every second and from then on I couldn't be kept off stage.  It stuck with me 

straight away and I knew it was something I wanted to do all of the time. 

 

How do you overcome nerves singing in front of large audiences? 

I always wanted to channel my nerves positively and put them into emotions I could use in my 

performances. Performing in front of large audiences has always been my ultimate goal and 

now I just get so excited that I forget about the nerves and concentrate on how much I love 

it. 

 

What was it like on The X Factor spending so much time with people who are 

your competitors? 

I didn't know any of the final 12 acts when I got out into the contestant house to live with them and at first it was 

strange.  However we all settled in so well, we got on straight away and became a family.  Every night was movie 

night and we spent so much time together. Even though we were competitors it made it easier because we are 

all such different artists with different styles and images so we weren't fighting for the same spot. 

 

How would you describe your X Factor experience, especially working with the backstage crew 

and judges? 

My whole experience was such a whirlwind and it was incredible! I got to work with the best music team, crew, 

vocal coaches and of course Simon Cowell himself.  I learnt so much and I gained so much confidence working 

alongside such experienced people.  Every part of the team made my journey so much more enjoyable as they 

were amazing and fun to work with.  Every part of it, even outside of a Saturday and Sunday night, was so much 

intense but so much fun!  

 

Simon said that he wanted to discover the real you.  How would you describe the real you?  What 
do you like to sing? 

Personally for me Simon found the real me at the judges houses and that's were it all changed for me.  I gained 

real confidence in myself.  I loved singing 'Make It Rain' which shows exactly who I want to be as an artist.  My 

style is a mix between pop/soul and rock, and I look up to artists such as James Arthur as he has a similar style to 

what I imagine myself as.  

 

How do you deal with criticism? 

Criticism is something that comes with the show because you put yourself out there for everyone to judge you 

and have their own opinion on you.  For me, I take constructive criticism from the judges as a positive and            

something to work on to improve.  I use it to make myself better because I don't want to be told I'm perfect, I'd 

prefer to be told how to improve so I can continue to work hard and better myself. 

 

What have you been up to since you left the show? 

Since the show I've only been home for two days!  I've been all over the country performing, writing original   

music and recording. I'm loving every second, and I've literally never stopped.  

 

What does the future hold for Sam Lavery? 

Up next for me is obviously The X Factor tour!  But amongst that I will be working with producers to create my 

own original music so that I can put music out there that really defines me as an artist and shows everyone        

exactly who I am.  
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Road safety takes centre stage 

 

This term Year 8 learned about safe and sustainable travel in a lively and 

dynamic performance from former pupil and local TV actor Will Graham. 
 

Focusing on pedestrian safety, ‘Josh Green Posted on Your Wall’ –            

performed by drama company Gibber, and with a script written by the 

aunt of one of our Year 8 pupils, delivers a hard hitting message in a             

humorous way, which confronts and explores the common issues and 

consequences of irresponsible pedestrian behaviour. 

 

The Schools Go Smarter theatre show has been visiting schools across the 

region to inform, educate and entertain Year 8 and 9 pupils. The powerful 

and challenging piece of theatre, supported by a multimedia backdrop, brings to life the serious issues young  

people face on our roads or when using public transport. 

 

The theatre tour coincided with Brake Road Safety Week 2016 (21th-27th November 2016). 

 

Ex-pupil and local TV actor Will is part of the Gibber team, which uses humour, multi-media and popular culture 

to help students understand the importance of staying safe on the roads. The fun and lively performance took 

learning out of the classroom and into an environment where pupils could interact with the performers and learn 

in a more engaging way. 

Mrs Storey 

 

Year 9 Geography work  

 

A recent task in Geography was to show 

what the UK was like 20,000 years ago.  

One of our pupils has managed to bring in 

the climatic and environmental conditions 

into his work, also highlighting the fact that 

the English Channel was only a valley for the 

River Rhine.  To combine gained knowledge 

with his art skills concluded in an excellent 

piece of work that the whole class thought 

had to be shared.  Well done Finn! 

 

Mr Mitchell 

Going fishing for a trick 

 

You may have seen a recent story in the newspapers concerning one of our own pupils,  Jonathan 

Lambert.  After reading about how a street magician had had his magic trick stolen and thrown into 

the river, Jonathan decided to see whether he could find it.  With the help of his dad, a family friend, 

some rather powerful magnets and a lot of perseverance, Jonathan managed to fish it out of the        

river.  The trick has now been re-united with its owner, Alfred Hill.  Well done Jonathan for your 

thoughtful actions and perseverance; this is something we can all learn from. 

 

Mr Johnston 
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Boat Club News 

The Sixth Form boys continued their dominance of the northern region in the remaining ‘Head 

of the River’ competitions.  The girls’ squads from Year 8 to Year 11 also added a number of 

wins – putting us significantly ahead of our total at this point last season!  

Tyne LDS  

J18 4x –  Joshua Dodds, Patrick Laing, Aidan Rushforth, Jo Hare  

Tyne SBH 

WJ15 4x – Ella Craddock, Emily Reilly-O’Donnell, Jude Parkinson, Anna Bancroft,   

         Elise Sanderson 

J18 1x –  Aidan Rushforth  

Hylton LDS & Wear LDS  

J18 4x –  Owen Farmer, Patrick Laing, Aidan Rushforth, Jo Hare  

Wear SBH  

J18 4x –   Joshua Dodds, Patrick Laing, Owen Farmer, Jo Hare 

WJ16 4x – Ellie Rea, Lucy Abley, Lenie Zeze, Honor Farmer 

WJ13 4x – Alice Cook, Ella Shaw, Ruby McLelland, Ellie Kent, Eva Swindells (cox)  

J18 1x –  Aidan Rushforth  

 

Swimathon  

33 of the school’s rowers took to the Freeman’s Quay pool on Saturday 19th November to 

take part in the annual Rotary Club Swimathon.  The event seeks to raise money for the Lord 

Mayor’s charities.  As a club we also receive one third of all money we raise and it also allows 

rowers the chance to prove their proficiency at swimming (in case of any capsizes!).  

Special mention goes to our top three swimmers this year, who each completed over 50 

lengths in just 30 minutes:  

 Eleanor Connor (57), Hannah Hryniszak (56) and Joshua Dodds (51.5).  

 

The club is now working hard in the winter months in the hope of adding to our win total in 

the remaining ‘Heads’ and in the Summer Regatta season.  Before Christmas, rowers (and            

parents) have rock ‘n’ roll bingo to look forward to and the Sainsbury’s bag pack to raise funds 

for the club!  

Mr Smith  
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Netball Round Up 

 

As the Netball season draws to a close for Years 9 and 10; and Years 7 and 8 take a short 

break over Christmas, our teams find themselves in quite a respectable position. 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank the Captains for organising their teams so brilliantly, and the girls for 

representing themselves, and the school so well.  Finally a big thank you to the parents for 

your continued support, and for “taxiing” your daughters, I am sure they are as grateful as 
we are. 

Mrs Hockaday 

 Years Durham 
High A 

Durham 
High B 

Durham 
School 

Park 
View 

Durham 
Johnston 

St Bede’s, 
Lanchester 

Choristers 

7 Lost 
1-15 

Won 
5-2 

Won 
21-0 

Lost 
4-6 

Lost 
0-9 

Won 
12-0 

Jan Fixture 

8 Lost 
4-12 

  Lost 
7-10 

Draw 
3-3 

Won 
11-7 

Won 
16-0 

9   Won 
8-2 

Lost 
6-13 

Won 
19-1 

Won 
6-5 

Lost 
1-21 

  

10   Won 
8-5 

Won 
19-6 

Won 
9-5 

Lost 
8-16 

Won 
12-0 

  

Heading to the Home of Rugby 

In the early hours of Saturday 24th November, 38 pupils from a 

variety of year groups made the coach journey down to the           

nation’s capital.  The pupils were on their way to watch an                

International Rugby Union match held at the home of rugby, 

Twickenham stadium.  Despite playing 75 minutes with only 14 

men after Elliot Daly was sent off for making a dangerous tackle, 

England beat Argentina 27-14.  Following the winger's sending-off, England built a 16-0 

lead through three penalty kicks from Owen Farrell plus a converted penalty try.             

Argentina finally made their extra numbers count when they scored two tries either side 

of half-time to bring them within two points of England.  However, two further penalty 

kicks from Owen Farrell plus a Jonny May try saw England pull away from Argentina and 

record their 12th victory under Eddie Jones.  As the trip was a huge success, I look            

forward to organising another visit soon.         

                  Mr Gray 

The Year 7 and 8 rugby teams have been running every Wednesday night and the 

boys have made a lot of improvements.  They have worked on their handling,   

tackling and teamwork.  Despite the weather the boys have braved the cold and the rain to 

learn and play.  Both teams played against Durham Johnston recently.  The Year 8 team,  

despite smaller in stature, were bigger in heart and determination and won comfortably.  

The Year 7’s had a closely fought match, but work is still to be done with their organisation. 

They are now looking forward to some mini tournaments after Christmas.  Both teams 

are looking to expand their squads so if you’re interested in playing 

rugby and getting muddy come to the gym on Wednesday after school. 

Mr Hughes 

Rugby Club 



Badminton  

St Leonard’s organised the annual Catholic Partnership Badminton Tournament 

in Stanley.  Over 100 pupils from across the partnership came to play and  

compete at a high level.  There were some exceptional rallies and matches 

played throughout the day.  Our Year 9 teams did very well, with the boys 

placing second and the girls third.  Overall 

both the boys and girls teams ranked third.  

This achievement would not have been 

possible without the time they spent training in extracurricular clubs. A big 

thank you must be said to the Year 12 and 13 BTEC Sport students with-

out whom the day would not have been run so well.  They were in charge 

of all the umpiring and scoring and their hard work allowed the day to be a 

huge success. 

Mr Hughes 
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It’s not all about the classroom…. 
Some of the highlights  

 

Cricket 

The Year 7 and 8 girls’ cricket team finished second in the area competition, narrowly losing to Durham           

Johnston.  The girls have been training hard with coaches from Durham Cricket Board.  Training is every          

Thursday after school and is open to all girls who would like to come along.  If you would like any 

more information about playing girls cricket outside of school, please see Mrs Bell. 

 

Football 

Girls’ football continues to go from strength to strength.  The U16 team are currently unbeaten in the league 

and are through to the quarter finals of the County Cup, with outstanding performances from all the team.  The 

U16 squad has also been instrumental in the development of the Year 7 team, with their coaching session taking 

place on a Friday lunchtime. 

The U14 girls team have had a mixed season so far.  They have played brilliantly in the cup and are through to 

the third round of the county cup, although this level of success has unfortunately not been replicated in the 

league, but it is still early days and my confidence in the team is high for the fixtures in the new year. 

The Year 7 girls’ team have made a tremendous start to their St Leonard's playing days. They have played four 

matches in the league so far, with some very promising performances.  Again I am confident they will continue 

this hard work in the National Cup competition they will start in the new year.  The girls are all very keen and 

very talented and I look forward to seeing them develop as a team together in the future. 

 

Athletics 

In the indoor athletics arena, we have had some great success firstly at the Catholic Partnership competition and 
then we went on to have more outstanding performances from the girls’ teams at the Durham Schools            

Competition. The Year 8 team were narrowly beaten into second place, only missing first place by five points!  

The Year 7 girls’ team stormed to victory and have now qualified to represent Durham at the County                

championships. Good luck to all involved in the next round in March. 

 

Girls Soccercise 

A big thank you to Debs from Go Forth Fitness @GoForthPT who has delivered excellent fitness sessions with 

our girls.  The sessions were part of the Sportivate initiative and were all centred around circuit training with a 

football!  Numbers have grown week on week, and we are now up to a staggering 30 girls taking part.  If you 

would like to join Deb on a Monday night 3:15 – 4:15, meet at the Sports Hall, the cost is £1, and 

you can even wear your own gym kit! 

Mrs Bell 



What About the Future?:  Year 11’s Look at This! 

As vital members of the BTEC course we would like to inform 

you of our experiences gained whilst being at Sixth Form. 

Throughout the duration of the course we have had           

numerous opportunities to broaden our horizons, either 

through the lengthy time we spent helping young children     

developing in their sport at our wide range of work           

experiences; or through the 100 hours of voluntary work we 

have completed whilst at sport festivals.  This course has also 

provided us with a huge variety of qualifications ranging from 

rock climbing, tag rugby, badminton umpire and hockey that have been crucial to our development.  We also         

shared our knowledge with younger pupils through a variety of out of bound activities that we encountered when 

on retreat.  Finally, we were provided with the opportunity to be a part of the Sports Leader Champions course 

where we were taught very important skills and attributes that we can now take into our futures.  

The course allows us to drink from the fountain of knowledge as we experience real life situations in our wider 

variety of sporting areas that will aid us in the future.  This knowledge is fed to us from many different sport 

teachers that all bring their own excitement to the course.  The course gives us a healthy balance of practical and 

theory keeping us enticed to excel in sport. 

We are now all applying to our further education in either Universities or Apprenticeships.  We are branching off 

on our own paths may that be sport coaching, sport development or applied sport science.  Some of us are 

breaking away from the sport world and going down the route of dental nursing and RAF.  

Think about it… 

BTEC Class 2016-17 

Rowing News 

 

Mr Smith and his coaching team 

have been working hard with his 

rowing squad. They are training   

5-6 times a week before and after 

school.  The commitment and   

determination has paid off once 

again with some excellent            

performances at County Indoor 

Rowing finals.  Across all the year 

groups 11 of our rowers came in 

the top qualifying positions.  Over 

half of them were ranked first or 

second which is an exceptional            
achievement.  

 

The competition also ranks           

competitors against each other 

for the level they are rowing at 

for their age.  The top 16 rowers 

make this list and a huge             

congratulations goes to the eight 

St Leonard’s rowers who make up 

half of that list. 

 

Mr Hughes 

Top 16 Performers at the County Indoor Rowing Championship 

 

Top 16 Achievers of the County Indoor Rowing Competition 

NAME SCHOOL % OF AGE PREDICTED ACHIEVEMENT 

O Farmer St Leonard’s 106.54 

A Rushforth St Leonard’s 104.74 

S Turnill Durham School 103.38 

J Adamson St Leonard’s 103.20 

E Shaw St Leonard’s 100.67 

L Hare St Leonard’s 100.16 

B Hall   99.55 

M Milner Fyndoune 99.38 

A Mu Durham School 99.01 

E Harris Fyndoune 98.53 

H Coe Durham Johnston 98.41 

H Crockett Shotton Hall 97.87 

H Farmer St Leonard’s 97.40 

L Zeze St Leonard’s 97.21 

E Hall Durham Johnston 96.94 

O Wilmore St Leonard’s 96.89 
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More ‘SPORTS NEWS’ 
 
Table Tennis 

Since October half term we have been lucky enough to have had Peter Whitfield 

coming in to school to run a Table Tennis club on a Wednesday.  The club has 

proved a huge success and has hopefully opened up the doors for some of our    

pupils to feed in to his club at Freeman’s Quay.  We had over 20 boys regularly  

attending who have seen some excellent progress in their game and I have no 

doubt they can go on to bigger and better things with continued hard work and 

commitment.  

 

Indoor Athletics 

The Indoor Athletics season saw the boys enter the only two competitions available to them, firstly the Catholic 

Partnership Competition which was held at the Dolphin Centre, Darlington where both Year 7 and 8 teams           

finished a very respectable third overall.  The most recent competition saw both teams compete against          

Framwellgate School, DCBC and 0 times County Champions, Durham Johnston.  Some excellent early             

performances saw the boys dominate the proceedings in the first part of the competition but weary legs saw 

them both slip to second place, showing that they have some real potential for the outdoor competitions in the 

summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys’ Football 

 

Despite the Football season being in the middle of a winter break, some of our teams are still competing in             

various cup competitions.  The Year 8 football team are still going strong 

in the National Cup and play Ashington School in the last 64 before 

Christmas.  

The Year 10 boys have reached the semi-finals of the League Cup having 

overcome Oxclose in the quarter finals and eagerly await the draw which 

will be made in early January. 

The Sixth Form team are sitting seven points clear at the top of their 

league with three games to play and have secured their place in the 

League Cup final and are awaiting opponents in the semi-final of the U19 County Cup.  

13 

National Schools’ Cross Country 

The U13 boys’ Cross Country team successfully came through a tricky 

first round match at Gateshead Stadium to qualify for the second 

round of the National Cross Country Competition.  The event was 

held at Stewart’s Park in Middlesbrough on Saturday 5th November.  

The team started the day a man down due to illness and less than one 

third into the three kilometre race we lost another to injury leaving us 

with four Year 7 competitors essentially competing against Year 8 

boys.  Despite some excellent performances and really hard work in 

wet and windy conditions the team eventually finished 12th on the day and 12th in the North East overall.  An 

exceptional performance and something positive to build on for next year.  Well done boys! 
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Sixth Form News 

Senior Team Maths Challenge 2016   

Four of St Leonard’s talented mathematicians ventured all the way 

across to Framwellgate School to compete against other schools 

from the region.  They tackled tricky problems including algebra and              

geometry puzzles.  Their efforts were rewarded with a very well  

deserved second place.  Congratulations to our four students. 

Mr Kerswell 

Year 13 Urban Studies 

 

To study urban issues, Year 13 headed off to Newcastle in November.  On a fine sunny day students visited        

numerous locations of the regional capital and were able to record many tangible facts as well as absorb less 

tangible factors such as the feel and safety of newly developed regions of the city. 

 

Students also used iPads to record evidence and create mini-presentations 

along the lines of Location, Location.  This evidence hunt and media use is a 

first and has produced some wonderful insights into the students learning 

and their own take on keywords or factors.  The Baltic was explored with 

its mirrored stairwell more than confusing this highly achieving bunch. 

 

After the Quayside we visited the rapidly changing area of Ouseburn and 

witnessed the gentrification of this area.  The city farm was also visited as a 

location for education and an example of a growing and successful green 

corridor in Newcastle’s once industrial heart. 

 

Lunch was consumed city-centre and then a trip North to suburbia.  This 

sounded easy but sixth formers having to operate a ticket machine             

themselves without parental help proved a big problem; but we eventually 

got to Jesmond.  Here an oxymoron exists with an area going through      

studentification surrounding a Waitrose; how times have changed!  After 

visiting high end tailors to look at scarves costing hundreds of pounds to then compare with shops and           

products in Byker we left sunny Newcastle to return home in the rain of Durham. 
 

Mr Mitchell 

The Quayside from the            

Gateshead side of the river. 

And the Award Goes To…...Media Oscars’ Review 
 

On Monday 28th November, an excited group of Sixth Form Art and Media students set off for the     

Media Oscars 2016 at Hardwick Hall in Sedgefield courtesy of the Catholic Partnership. The boys 

looked very suave and sophisticated in their suits and ties while all the girls looked lovely in their finest 

apparel; even the teachers had pulled out all the stops to dress up for the occasion!  The night began 

with a lovely meal, but anticipation was in the air as we waited for the ceremony to begin. We took photos 

and tried our best to avoid the prying eyes of the cameras that stood watching from their tripods, manned by 

media students from Teeside University who were recording the events as they unfolded.  Huge              

congratulations go to the three students who won an Oscar: Gabriel Tallara, Kate Thomas and Anna 

Curtis, with a special mention must also go to those students who received a highly commended 

award from the judges: Laura Thompson and Ellen Laing.  However, it was a night to celebrate the 

achievements of all students and the quality of work on display was inspiring. 

 

Georgia Hindmarch, 12L 



Year 10 Art  Visit to Sunderland University at the         

National Glass Centre   

 

On Friday 25th November, some of our Year 10 GCSE Art pupils enjoyed the       

opportunity to visit the National Glass Centre in Sunderland to try their hand at some 

practical ceramic and hot glass techniques.  They were shown 

around Sunderland University’s riverside campus, part of 

which is within the Glass Centre itself, and talked to staff and               

students to get a real insight into some of the courses and       

experiences on offer.  They were able to have a go on the 

pottery wheel, and explored decorative techniques in              

ceramics.  They later visited the hot glass studios where they 

produced drawings by trailing molten glass across paper to 

create unpredictable and stunning effects with the scorch 

marks.   

Mrs Reid 

Ready...Steady...Cook! 

 

On Wednesday 30th November, two pupils competed in this year’s 

Futurechef Challenge at Darlington College, after winning the first 

round in October.  They both did extremely well and produced              

extremely high standard dishes, just missing out on progressing to the next stage. 

Both girls thoroughly enjoyed the night, and were pleased to have had the            

opportunity to work alongside some of the region’s best chefs.  

Miss James 
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And the word is…... Year 7 Spelling Bee 

On Friday 25th November, eight valiant Year 7 pupils took part in the Catholic Partnership Spelling 

Bee amongst steep competition from other enthusiastic spellers.  Despite being faced with                   

intimidating spellings such as bicentennial and aesthetic, both teams did tremendously well in what 

can only be described as a hotly contested trial of both precision and nerve. 

 

The winning team, ‘Carmel’, thoroughly deserved their victory however.  Jean Etchells won the 

‘Spirit of Spelling Award for St Leonard’s’ and all participants received a certificate for their        

excellent contributions on the day.  Well done to all! 

Mr McConnell 



Murder Mystery Month 

 

Throughout November, to celebrate the recent publications by Anthony Horowitz and 

Robin Stevens, the library ran a ‘Murder Mystery Month’.  This was to highlight the     

number of great books from this genre that are available to pupils, and to invite pupils to 

perhaps try something completely new to read.  The month rounded off 

with    pupils being asked to solve (a rather tricky) murder.  The scene 

was set for the murder of Dr Black at a dinner party.  With a number of 

clues to work from, and with a solution that massive fans of Cludeo may 

have struggled with, there were two winners who correctly deduced the          

answer.  Their prize was to select a specially signed book by the two    

authors that inspired this month.  Well done to all who participated! 

Miss Waldock 

  

The annual Sixth Form           

Inter House Dodgeball 

competition took place on 

Thursday 1st December 

and was embraced by all.  

Some  fantastic outfits 

were on show and a huge turn-out of both            

competitors and spectators showed just why this 

event now ranks alongside UCAS deadline day in 

the Sixth Form calendar.  A close competition 

saw a three way tie at the top of the table             

following a round-robin tournament meant that 

St John Boste and St Hild had to slog it out in a 

playoff to win this year’s event.  After a close and  

competitive final the eventual winners were St 

Hild, so many congratulations to them but a big 

‘well done’ to all who turned up to support the 

event and turn it in to the big success that it has 

become.

Sixth Form Sports Council                     

Extra-curricular 

 

At the beginning of the year, a Sixth Form 

Sports Council was established to help             

provide more extra-curricular sport                   

opportunities for KS3 and KS4 pupils.  

They have co-ordinated a programme of 

events both at lunchtimes and after 

school and  every tutor group has been 

given a paper copy of what is available so 

please keep checking and try to attend as 

many clubs as you can and take                 

advantage of the fantastic work that is 

being done by the Sports Council and 

the Sports Representatives for each 

House. 

 

Mr Bell 

Inter House Cross Country  
The Whole School Cross Country took place on 20th October.  It proved to be another huge 

success with most pupils in all year groups taking part in a mixture of ‘Elite’ and ‘Fun’ 

races representing their House teams with pride, all hoping to finish as high up the field as 

possible to help their respective houses win.  A huge ‘well done’ to the Year 12 BTEC Sport 

students who organised and ran the event and a massive well done to all our                    

competitors however you participated! 
Some of our Sixth Formers gearing up 

for the race!  
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          The International Centre for  
 

 

The Biology department have headed to Newcastle twice this half term. 

 

The first was to the Life Science Centre to see the ‘Bodyworks: Animal Inside 

Out’ exhibition.  Year 12 students buddied up with some enthusiastic Year 7        

biologists and chaperoned them around the exhibition answering their             

questions and helping them explore! 

 

 

The second trip was also to the 

Life Science Centre but this time to complete a ‘PCR Workshop’.  In 

this workshop Year 13 biology students collected samples of their 

own DNA, amplified it, digested their genes with restriction enzymes 

and separated their genes using gel electrophoresis.  

The skills were valuable for their studies as well as 

providing a taste of university life in a wet lab! 
 

Mrs Stewart 
 

This is goodbye from me… and goodbye to them. 

 

From the Tutor of 9A 

I will miss my form class 9A and my teaching classes very much!  I am very proud to have belonged to the           

community of St Leonard’s and wish the pupils and staff all the best for the future.  

Mrs Fairclough 

E-Safety Week 

In the run up to E-Safety week as a way of highlighting the importance of E-Safety, 

St Leonard’s ran an E-Safety poster competition. There were some brilliant entries.  

The overall winner was Bethany Hinde, Year 9, who won the fabulous prize of £30 

in Amazon vouchers and 10 house merit points.  Well done! 

Mrs McKelvie 
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Christmas 2016 Friday 16.12.16 Wednesday 4.1.17 

Spring Half Term 2017 Friday 17.2.17 Monday 27.2.17 

Easter 2017 Friday 7.4.17 Monday 24.4.17 

May Day Holiday 2017 Friday 28.4.17 Tuesday 2.5.17 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 Wednesday 6.9.17 

Autumn Half Term 2017 Thursday 19.10.17 Monday 30.10.17 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22.12.17 Monday 8.1.18 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday 2018 Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2016 — 2018 

Pens helps support Durham 

Food Bank 

Building on last year’s         

success, the library has been 

selling black, blue and green 

pens for 10p.  Through this 

we have managed to raise an          

unbelievable £35.50 (that’s a 

lot of pens!).  With the money raised, food 

has been purchased for the Durham Food 

Bank to help support families in our region 

during this time of year. 

 

Many thanks to all who have helped raise 

this money!  

Miss Waldock 

Mock Interviews  

In November, all pupils in Year 11 had an 

interview with a business ambassador.  

Over the two days we had 35 business ambassadors in 

school.  They included representatives from 15 different 

organisations and businesses, members of our local Rotary 

Club, one of our governors and parents who volunteered 

to give their time to assist.  The pupils were given time at 

the end of their interview to ask the interviewer any       

questions and find out more about themselves and their 

role.  The feedback from the interviewers was extremely 

positive: 

 Very impressed with our pupils, both in presentation 

and in the quality of their answers 

 Excellent event and well organised 

 Willing to help any time. 

A big Thank You to all who carried out the interviews and 

made this event possible. 

Mrs Mitchell 18 



Absence from School  

 

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is unable to attend due to illness. Schools should 

authorise absences due to illness unless they have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an illness.  If the      

authenticity of illness is in doubt, schools can request parents to provide medical evidence to  support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from school via email or voicemail can you 

please   provide us with the following information.   

-       Pupil’s Name,  

-       Year/Tutor Group 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

 

If we have not received a reason for the absence the school must ask parents to provide a written absence 

note.  

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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She’s behind you!  Sleeping Beauty Panto 
 

St Leonard’s pantomime group successfully                 

performed ‘Sleeping Beauty’ to two large               

audiences as part of our annual schedule.  It was 

pleasing to hear the comments from the                

audience describing the show as “the best one 

yet!” and talking about their favourite scenes and 

characters.  Whenever anyone asks about how I feel 

the show is going I’m always cautious with my              

response but I have to admit, I was quietly optimistic after their fantastic dress 

rehearsals to Year 6 and after school the day before. 

 

The pupils had been well drilled this year with emphasis on slick changeovers, commanding 

presences and sticking to the script.  Over 100 people auditioned for parts, 

which is a credit to the quality of the previous shows, and highlights the skills 

who were successful in obtaining parts. 

 

It is once again with sadness that we say goodbye to some of our            

veterans this year who have been involved with the pantomime for 

four years now.  Looking at the current cast there is no shortage of 

rising stars to fill their roles as almost half the cast were from Year 7 

which is fantastic.  Information on auditions for Robin 

Hood will be available before the Easter break. 

Mr Hutchinson 

Some of our previous leads back for a 

musical number. 

Some of the cast taking their final 

bow. 



Prayer 
Loving God, 

During this holy season of Christmas, we ask for your blessing on all families. 

Let Mary’s openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration to place all trust in you. 

Let Joseph’s courage provide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty. 

Let Jesus’ life ignite all families with a spirit of light and love. 

May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families. 

For this we pray. 

Amen.  

The Durham Martyrs Parish - Mass held in St Leonard’s School 

Christmas Eve - Carols at 7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.00pm 

Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 

 

Durham - St Cuthbert’s 

Christmas Eve - Mass at Midnight     Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am  

 

Chester-le-Street - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Nativity play and carols at 6.00pm followed by Masses at 6.00pm and 8.00pm 

Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 

 

Sacriston - St Bede’s 

Christmas Eve - Carols at 5.30pm, followed by Mass at 6.00pm  

Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 

 

Birtley - St Joseph’s 

Christmas Eve - Carols at 11.30pm, followed by Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day - Masses at 8.30am & 10.00am 

 

West Durham Family of Parishes 

Christmas Eve - Mass at St Joseph’s Ushaw Moor at 5.00pm 

          Mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse, Esh Winning at 7.30pm 

Christmas Day - Mass at St Michael’s, Esh Laude at 10.00am 

 

Crook - Our Lady Immaculate & St Cuthbert 

Christmas Eve - Carols at 7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.00pm  

Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 

 

Tow Law - St Joseph 

Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 

 

Wolsingham - St Thomas of Canterbury 

Christmas Eve - Mass at 5.30pm 

 

Coxhoe - St Joseph 
Christmas Eve - Carols at 5.40pm followed by Mass at 6.00pm 

 

Trimdon - St William’s 

Christmas Eve - Mass at 8.00pm 

 

Sedgefield - St John Fisher 

Christmas Day - Mass at 10.45am 
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