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Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Academy Status 
We are nearing the completion of conversion to Academy Status 
and expect this to finalized in the next couple of months. I will     
inform you as soon as this is the case. In answer to the usual   
questions:  the school continues to be “St Leonard’s Catholic 
School” and the uniform is unchanged. 
 
Presentation Evening 
Thank you to parents who attended Presentation Evening on 15th  
September when Natalia Cohen talked of her unsupported row 
across the Pacific Ocean.  Thanks also to those parents of Year 7 
pupils who joined us for the Mass of Welcome on 29th September. 
 
Open Evening 
We had a very large gathering for Open Evening on 6th October 
when staff were helped by many pupils from throughout the 
school.  A special acknowledgement should go to those Sixth Form 
students who contributed to the presentations and acted as guides 
for the evening. 
Sixth Form Open Evening was on 18th October and please          
remember there is always the opportunity to talk to Heads of De-

partment and Heads of Sixth Form throughout the year about applications for September 
2017.  
 
Other News 
The Friends of St Leonard’s continue their excellent work in providing resources for the 
school.  They held a Ceilidh on 15th October and have their next meeting on 15th November.  
New faces are always welcome. 
Finally from me, don’t forget to vote for Samantha Lavery, from last year’s Year 11, who is         
currently appearing in The X Factor; I am sure she will appreciate any support she gets.  

Contents 

Page 2:  Head’s Message &      
Languages 

Page 3:  Boat Club News 

Page 4-5:  Operation Wallacea 

Page 6:  Theatre, Library &  
    Lorries 

Page 7:  Sports News  

Page 8:  More Sports & D of E 

Page 9: Chaplaincy, Prayer &  
    Gateway Notice  

Page 10-11:  Noticeboard 

Page 12:  Christmas Concert 

 

On the Front Cover 

On this issue’s front cover we 
have a photograph of our Year 
9 pupils who attended the    
European Languages Day.  For 
more information about the 
event, see bottom of Page 2. 
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European Day of Languages Activity Day 

 
On Thursday 22nd September, ten pupils from Year 9 represented St Leonard’s at a Catholic Partnership 
event at St John’s in Bishop Auckland alongside other schools in the Partnership.  On arrival there were 
croissants galore and a hot chocolate to set us up for the day of languages-related fun ahead.  The pupils took 
part in various workshops throughout the day which included Russian, Portuguese and Japanese.  At the end 
of the day some prizes were awarded for outstanding linguists and our very own Luke Britton was one of the 
chosen few.  Well done to all involved, it was a fantastic event. 

Mrs Flowers 
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BOAT CLUB NEWS  
 

HEAD SEASON  
The Long Distance Sculling Series got under way on Saturday 1st October.  The first of the series took place in 
Ashington, on an excellent stretch of the River Wansbeck.  The Year 13 boys’ quad set down a clear marker 
for the season (or rather two clear markers) being the fastest boat in both morning and afternoon divisions. 
There were several other notable performances with a mix of Year 10, 11 and 12 girls winning a senior       
women’s event and the Year 8 and 9 crews getting their first taste of racing. 
  
Our second race on the Tees saw success again for the Sixth Form boys and the Year 11 and 12 girls’ quad 
came agonisingly close again – almost certainly winning their event but for some suspect steering by some old 
men from the Tyne! 
  
Wansbeck LDS:  
J18 4x— Owen Farmer, Patrick Laing, Aidan Rushforth, Jo Hare  
Wansbeck SBH:  
J18 4x— Joshua Dodds, Patrick Laing, Jonathan Kent, Jo Hare  
WIM3 4x— Eleanor Rea, Eleanor Connor, Anna Bancroft, Honor Farmer  
J18 1x – Aidan Rushforth  
Tees SBH:  
J18 4x— Joshua Dodds, Owen Farmer, Jonathan Kent, Jo Hare  
J18 1x – Aidan Rushforth  
 
‘ALUMNI’ NEWS  
At the end of last term we were anticipating the Rio Olympics to see how some of our past pupils fared. Jess 
Eddie, former pupil and rower at Durham ARC, won 
silver in the women’s 8 which was coached by James 
Harris, former St Leonard’s rower. Nathaniel Reilly- 
O’Donnell (Noddy) was also in the squad as a      
reserve.  On Thursday 22nd September the whole 
club had the privilege of having a training session led 
by Jess and Nathaniel.  Pupils also got to hold Jess’ 
Olympic silver medal and were given all sorts of 
training and nutritional advice from the two of them. 
  
Two more recent leavers, Matthew Curtis and Oliver Varley, were selected to represent Great Britain at the 
World Rowing Championships in Rotterdam.  They showed that winning habits die hard as they were 
crowned world champions in the lightweight coxless quad.  
We would like to extend our congratulations to all of our former athletes.  The current group of athletes are 
definitely using these achievements as motivation for the coming season!  
 
OTHER NEWS  
The boat club has a busy schedule between now and Christmas with a number of races across the north of 
England as well as various fundraising events.  
 
Indoor rowing for Year 7s will begin after half term on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes for girls and boys 
respectively.  Please look out for a notice in your registers.  

               Mr Smith 



 
After arriving at 2am in Cancun, taking the 
coldest shower we could manage, and              
collapsing onto our beds, we awoke to a       
10-hour journey down the Mexican country 
to the heart of the Calakmul biosphere.  
Among the tents, butterflies and walking 
boots emerged a group of eco warriors:  
grubby yet bright-eyed scientists from all 
around the world.  Having already been there 
for eight weeks they were hardened to the 40 
degree heat, intense humidity and unrelenting        
mosquitos, yet enlivened to the wonders and 
beauty that was everywhere we looked.  
From the squawking toucans in the canopy 
above, to the poisonous yet colourful        
caterpillars that crawled around us, it seemed 
as if the jungle was never still and never ever 
quiet.  We quickly made friends with the       

scientists: the herpetologists, 
mammal experts and            
botanists that were united to 
face the demanding and       
crucial research essential to             
conserving the biosphere and 
its wildlife. 
 
Through Operation Wallacea 

we conducted surveys on the wildlife and the 
plants that surrounded it, hiking three times a 
day along transects, collecting data about the             
biodiversity and carbon storage potential in 
the surrounding vicinity.  
We stayed up till 3am to 
study bats, catching     
Operation Wallacea’s first 
False Vampire Bat and              
working with National                      
Geographic’s survey team to 

determine the extent of  
 

 
the local bat colonies in the area.  Some days 
we got up at 4am to conduct bird surveys, 
measuring wingspan and weight so we could 
log all of our data at the end of the day.   This 
data contributes to research which is then        
published to support applications to the   
United Nations REDD Fund, for grants to  
further conservation efforts in the Yucatan 
Peninsular.  

 
 

On the Friday we visited the Mayan Ruins:  a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, rich in culture 
and intrigue.  When climbing to the top of the 
hundreds of steps, after fainting from the      
effort, we saw the breath-taking view of trees 
outstretched in every single direction, even 
reaching Belize and           
Guatemala.  We saw       
lizards, geckos, snakes, 
monkeys, crocodiles, 
birds, tarantula hawks and 
enough insects for one 
person’s lifetime.  On the camera traps we 

even saw bigger 
mammals such as 
peccary, leopards, 
jaguars and tapir.  
The cameras 
caught everything, 
even those who 

In the Mexican Jungle 
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felt the need to respond to nature’s call in 

the middle of the jungle, when we were 

40km from the nearest toilet!  After a week 

of surviving the swarms of killing bees, the 

glare of crocodiles and the rabies-infected 

vampire bats, we set off towards our next           

destination:  Akumal. 

 

Moving in to the dorms in Operation      

Wallacea’s marine site, we were thankful for 

the return of cold drinking water and the 

comfort of a bed.  After an evening of        

welcome with more, slightly cleaner        

scientists we were introduced the next day 

to Turtle Bay itself.  Here, we would 

learn to do 

surveys while 

scuba  diving, 

gaining our 

PADI         

qualification 

among the        

incredible 

sea life of 

the Akumal beaches.  Diving down 18m 

amidst the turtles, angel fish, parrot fish and 

even barracuda, we were forced to realise 

the  extent of          

conservation work 

that needed to be 

done in order to       

protect these               

fascinating creatures. 

In the mornings and 

evenings we had two hour lectures from  

experts on coral reefs.  To further our      

research throughout the week, we also ran 

group projects on critical issues such as 

aquarium trade and the effects of tourism 

on turtles, which we presented at the       

science fair at the end of our stay. 

 

Mexico, for all of us, was an extraordinary, 

challenging and inspiring trip, exceeding our 

high expectations and providing us with        

life-long memories and friends.  It aided        

students who are now at university studying 

biology, giving them an amazing insight into 

their future prospects, while encouraging 

the rest of us to carry on with conservation 

efforts, opening our eyes to the work       

people are doing all across the globe, facing 

one of the world’s most pressing problems. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to 

the school community for your aid in       

fundraising projects and especially to the 

three teachers that accompanied us along 

the way.  We couldn’t have done it without 

you! 

 

By Matthew Conley, 13L and Abigail Kelly, 13N 
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RSC Live ‘Cymbeline’ September 2016 

Shakespeare’s last plays ache with regret and a desire for a 
‘second chance’.  His rarely performed ‘Cymbeline’, one of 
only two of his plays set in Ancient Britain, contains some of 
his most beautiful poetry as he yet again looks for answers 
to his four tragedies in his four last Romances.  

For the A Level English Literature pupils present who are 
studying one of the other last plays, ‘The Winter’s Tale’, 
seeing ‘Cymbeline’ was so useful, as well as so enjoyable, as 
the ‘manacle of love’ again bred jealousy, loss, intense grief 
and palpable longing to alter time. 

Thank you, once again to the RSC, for such a great initiative as live streaming. 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 

Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry 

This year, for the first time, our school took park in the Love Your Lorry week.  We teamed up with                  
Hargreaves who came in and delivered a session to 45 Year 11 pupils, about the different careers available 
within Logistics and how something as simple as a packet of cereal has so many transportations and different 
processes involved before it reaches our breakfast table.  They brought one of their lorries for the pupils to 
look at and a mirror mat which showed them how many people could be standing in the blind spot of the      
lorry.  They were all very surprised that 30 of them could be standing on this and not be seen by the driver. 
 
To enhance this experience the Durham County driving simulator was also present on the day.  Both the lorry 
and the simulator were open for other pupils to try at lunchtime , the horn on the lorry was very popular but 

I’m sure the neighbours wouldn’t agree! 
Mrs Mitchell 

National Poetry Day 2016 
Every year, the school has great fun with National Poetry Day and this year was no 
exception.  Tutors were sent poems to read out during tutor time, one of which was 
a riddle containing a hidden ‘message’, which was this year’s theme.  Tutor groups 
raced to discover the answer and tell the librarian, with the chance of winning a    

tutor prize.  Well done to 7L who managed to discover the answer first.  
Pupils also had the chance of writing a ‘Poem in a Bottle’. I am always astonished at the standard of the           
poems pupils write.  It was a very difficult decision to choose three overall winners.  Congratulations to       
them, and well done to all who entered in.  We look forward to next year’s National Poetry       
Day with the theme of ‘Freedom’. 

Roald Dahl Night 

To celebrate the 100th birthday of Roald Dahl, the library held a 
special evening event. Pupils started off by creating their own  
imagination books, something that Roald Dahl always kept to 
hand.  Pupils played lots of different games, including a Roald 
Dahl version of Pictionary! The night finished with a quiz, with questions about Dahl’s books as 
well as his life.  Did you know he worked as a chocolate taster for Cadbury's whilst still at school!  
A great night was had by all.          Miss Waldock 

Congratula ons to the winning team! 

6 



 

       Rugby Club 

Rugby club has started and there are already signs of some promising talent in Year 7.  The club is 
open to all Year 7 and 8 boys and is on every Thursday night after school.  This is a great opportunity 
to make new friends and to come and play rugby.  As well as lots of games you will learn both styles 

of Rugby Union and League. There are several competitions coming up, both year groups will look to build on 
the successes of last year.  

Rugby Coaching 

This year we have been lucky enough to have Newcastle 
Thunder come into coach the boys rugby.  The coach has 
been massively impressed by not only the attitude but ability 
of the Year 7 boys.  Sessions have focused on rugby league 
and those boys who have shown the most promise 
will be selected to represent the school at a Sky Try 
Rugby Festival held at Newcastle Falcons. 

Mr Hughes 

Four Year 8 boys competed in the Durham City 
Schools Table Tennis Competition held at         
Belmont school this week.  As well as those   
competing, there were two Year 11 GCSE    
leaders officiating at the event.  The boys played 
some exceptional shots throughout the          
tournament.  With 
all boys winning the 
majority of their 
games, they came a 
well-deserved      
second place. 

Mr Hughes 

Congratulations to the 
Year 11 Netball team. 
They were undefeated in 
five of their six matches in 
the Durham District 
Schools Netball           

Tournament this month. After a count back on goal 
difference they finished a very respectable third place. 

Mrs Hockaday 

SPORTS NEWS 

Boys’ Cross Country 
The boys entered the National Schools Cross Country Cup for the tenth 
year running and again qualified for the second round with some fantastic 
performances at the Round 1 event at Gateshead Stadium earlier this 
month.  A huge well done to all involved and good luck for the next round 
on Saturday 12th November. 
 
Boys’ Cross Country Club 
There is a cross country club running on a Friday after school for those who wish to improve general   fitness or 
train for teams/competitions.  Again boys from all years are welcome to come across and work on    improving 
their fitness. 
 
Boys’ Indoor Athletics Club 
Once again the boys have entered both the Central Durham and the Catholic Partnership Indoor Athletics   
competitions that will take place in November. Practices and trials will be organised for after half term so 
keep an eye on the notice boards. 

Get Ready, Set...RUN! 

7 



        Bronze and Silver News 

 

During Activities Week, 65 Silver Award students                  
completed a gruelling Duke of Edinburgh assessment in the 
North Yorkshire Moors.  Some groups didn’t think they 
would make it but the thought of a McDonald’s at the end 
spurred them on.  Imagine their disappointment when they 
were informed by the villagers that the nearest McDonald’s 
was over 50 miles away!  They’re still not over it. 
 
For the first time we were joined by 40 Year 9 pupils beginning their Bronze Award.  

Although I did receive a few amusing questions such as, “How can I tell when the water is boiling?”, 
“The pasta says it’s ready in four minutes so how do I make it ready?” and “What’s all this brown liquid 
in the hills?” I have to say that all staff were very impressed by how they 
handled themselves and coped with the situation – especially the midges! 

There are four more Duke of        
Edinburgh expeditions planned for 
the rest of the year involving Year 
10, 12 and 13 students so we look 
forward to seeing how they cope. 
 

Mr Hutchinson 

Sports continued... 
 
Boys’ Football 
All of our football teams have had a decent start to the season with the Year 7 team sitting second, the Year 8 
team who are still going strong in four competitions are currently top of their league.  An injury hit Year 9 team 
is in third place in their table and the Year 11’s are struggling at the wrong end of their league and the reopening 
of the transfer window can’t come soon enough for Mr Old and Mr Coon! 
 
The Under-19 team are currently top of their league and are 
also in the quarter finals of the League Cup following an         
unbeaten start to the season. 
 
 
Table Tennis Club 
There will be a Table Tennis coach coming in to school after 
school on a Wednesday starting Wednesday 2nd November   
until Christmas.  The club will run from 15:30 until 16:30. 
Please see Mr Bell for further information.  Everyone is          
welcome. 

Mr Bell 
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Year 7 Mass of Welcome 

On Thursday 29th September, the Feast of the 
Archangels, Fr Andrew Downie celebrated our 
Year 7 Mass of Welcome.  Fr Andrew is new to 
our school and St Cuthbert’s Durham.  The 
Mass was a lovely occasion with a wonderful 
group of  Year 7 singers leading our music    
under the guidance of Mr Grehan-Bradley.  

Chaplain news 

Year 7 Retreat 
Our Year 7 Retreats took place at St Joseph’s Birtley over four days 
from 4th-7th October.  The retreats were an opportunity for the Year 
7 to take time away from school after a busy period of settling in and 
to get to know each other, themselves and God better, spending 
some time in prayer and personal reflection.  After a few ice-breakers, 
the groups were spilt into teams for the paper tower challenge,        
before pitting themselves against the opposite tutor group in trust and      
communication games.  Time was also spent thinking about their own 
gifts and talents.  After lunch, each pupil was asked to make a jigsaw 
piece with images and words that tell us something about them, each 
piece fitting together to make a jigsaw of the tutor group family they 
now belong to.  The day finished with a short time for prayer in 
Church before heading back to school, hopefully knowing themselves 
and each other a little better than at the start of the day.  

The Pope John  Paul II Award will be launching again immediately after half term for our Sixth Form students. 
The Award was created to commemorate the late Pope John Paul II who was so committed to young people 
and who had such belief and confidence in them. 
  
Through the Pope John Paul II Award, young people in the Hexham and Newcastle Diocese will be enabled to 
take an active part in the life of their Church, in the life of their community and society.  It allows young people 
to understand that religion and faith are not just for learning, nor are they a list of rules, but that they are for 
living.  It has been referred to as the ‘Catholic DofE award’ and the two work exceptionally well together as 
elements from both awards are transferrable allowing students to have two awards on their CV or UCAS         
applications with little extra time required. 

Catherine Simcox 

Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to parents?   
If the answer is no, then we probably do not have your most up to date email address on our system. 
Please contact the school on admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk using the email address which is assigned as the 
first priority contact person, because this is where the message will be sent to. Address the subject ‘for the    
attention of Mrs Simpson’ and please include your child’s name and Tutor Group in the body of the email.  
If you have any changes to your personal details such as telephone and mobile numbers or change of address 
please remember to let the school know as soon as possible. 
Thank you.               
From the school office 
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Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Autumn Half Term 2016 Friday 21.10.16 Monday 31.10.16 

Christmas 2016 Friday 16.12.16 Wednesday 4.1.17 

Spring Half Term 2017 Friday 17.2.17 Monday 27.2.17 

Easter 2017 Friday 7.4.17 Monday 24.4.17 

May Day Holiday 2017 Friday 28.4.17 Tuesday 2.5.17 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 Wednesday 6.9.17 

Autumn Half Term 2017 Thursday 19.10.17 Monday 30.10.17 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22.12.17 Monday 8.1.18 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2016 — 2018 

    Medical Information Notice 

Please inform the school if your child has a medical condition. 

Apart from asthma inhalers and epi pens, only prescribed medication that your child needs to 
take more than twice a day should be handed into the office.  A form needs to be completed 
and contact made with the school’s First Aiders regarding these arrangements. 

All medication needs to be collected at the end of every half term. 

School First Aiders 
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Shoe Box appeal: 

  OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

 

Once again St Leonard’s will be participating in Operation 
Christmas Child.  Leaflets will be handed out before       
October half-term so that shoe boxes can be completed 
over the break and then returned to school ready to make 
Christmas special for children who would otherwise       
receive nothing.  The school will be collecting in shoe boxes 
after half term.  

If you would like any more information please pop along to the Chaplain’s office.  

Catherine Simcox 

Absence from School  

 

“Schools should advise parents to notify them on the first day the child is unable to 
attend due to illness. Schools should authorise absences due to illness unless they 
have genuine cause for concern about the veracity of an illness.  If the authenticity of 
illness is in doubt, schools can request parents to provide medical evidence to      
support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/daughter is or will be absent from school via 
email or voicemail can you please   provide us with the following                    
information.   

-       Pupil’s Name,  

-       Year/Tutor Group 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

 

If we have not received a reason for the absence the school must ask parents 
to provide a written absence note.  

Thank you for your help and support with this.     
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