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Message from the Head Teacher 

 
 MOBILE PHONES 

   

If you choose to bring your mobile phone to school, you do so at your own risk.  If 

it is lost, damaged or stolen, it will be your responsibility.  You do not need to use 

your mobile phone at all during the school day or on the school site.   

  

Mobile phones which are brought into school must be turned off (not placed on 

silent) and stored out of sight as soon as you arrive at the school gate.  Your        

mobile phone must remain turned off and out of sight until you have left the school 

site at the end of the school day.  The simple policy is 'not seen, not heard'.  If you need to use your 

mobile phone during the school day or after 3.30pm on the school site, you must request the permission of a 

member of staff, usually your Head of Year.  If you use your mobile phone without permission during the 

school day or on the school site, you will be placed on After School Detention.   

  

It is expressly forbidden to record photographic images (still or video) or sound recordings of staff or pupils 

at any time, whether on the school site, on the school bus or on any school activity.  Any pupil caught filming 
another person (and/or uploading images or video onto the Internet) may have their phone confiscated. It 

will be treated as a serious disciplinary matter and action taken in accordance with the School’s 

Behaviour Policy.  

  

Additional Information for Parents 

  

Parents are asked to support the school by ensuring that any messages that they wish to send to their son/

daughter are sent via the school office.  A full copy of the school's Mobile Phone Policy is available on the    

 school website.     

         Thank you. 
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As another busy academic year draws to a close, thank you to all parents and 

friends of the school for your support in many different ways this year.  In           

particular thanks to all who organised the Friends of St Leonard’s Fun Day and 

provided donations for it. 

 

Our application for Academy Status has been considered and we have received 

an Academy Order on behalf of the Secretary of State which means that we have 

an agreement to go ahead with conversion later in the autumn term.  The Multi 

Academy Trust will be called; “Durham Martyrs Multi Academy Trust”, following 

consultation with our primary partners.  There is no intention of changing the 

name of our school.  I will keep you informed of further progress. 

 

Bishop Seamus visited school to say Mass for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 

on 29th June.  He commented on the positive responses of pupils in a very   

crowded sports hall.  We also had a peaceful, reflective Mass with Year 11 pupils 

and their parents at the end of the exam period. 

 

Pupils have all been reminded that the school policy for mobile phones is “Not 

Seen, Not Heard” throughout the school day up until 3.30pm. Please be aware 

that sanctions will be used for any pupils not abiding by this (see below). 

Mr Campbell 
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As usual the end of summer term is a time for saying goodbye to some staff who are either retiring or moving on 

to new posts. 

 

Miss Best leaves us after providing good support in the English Department this year. 

 

Mrs Waites has taught RE with us, throughout the school, for three years and now moves to take up a post at  

Carmel College.  Students have appreciated her involvement with the debating group.   

 

Mr Gomez Gil has worked part-time in the Music Department since 2011 and he moves to take a full time position 

at Greenfield School where he will beat his own drum! His cheerful contributions will be missed in the classroom 

and the Sports Hall. 

 

Mrs J Gibbons has served pupils with Special Needs over eight years at St Leonard’s, constantly developing her own 

expertise to benefit those in her care.  She has also worked closely with pupils’ families and teacher support groups 

in her field.  She moves on to the role of SENCO at Barnard Castle School.  

 

Miss Heyworth has taught Science, particularly Biology, at St Leonard’s since starting her teaching career in 2007.  

She has also contributed to the school’s Duke of Edinburgh Award programme and led major expeditions to     

Honduras, Indonesia and this year Mexico.  She moves on to take up a new challenge leading the department at 

Cardinal Hume. 

 

Miss Huppertz has taught languages, predominantly German, for 14 years at St Leonard’s.  More recently she has 

also taught Psychology A level.  She has taken responsibility promoting opportunities for all pupils at Key Stage 4 

and as Assistant Head of Year.  She has also shown great commitment to the spiritual development of young     

people.  She now moves to take up a post at Lisbon in Portugal.   

 

Miss Myers joined the English department in 2006 to teach English and Media, eventually taking on                             

responsibility for A level Media in the school.  She has constantly promoted literature among the pupils, with           

reading groups, and by supporting the many English Department activities, trips and competitions.  As a Sixth Form 

Tutor she has helped many students with the university application process while teaching across the ability range 

throughout the school.  She moves on to a new challenge nearer to home at Ashington High School. 

 

We wish each of these teachers every success in their new roles. 

 

************************************************************************** 

Two of our teachers retire from the profession at the end of this academic year. 

 

Mrs Carter came to St Leonard’s as a Cover Supervisor in 2006, having taught in a range of settings.  After studying 

at Trinity College, Dublin, she began teaching in Dublin before working for several years in Switzerland.  A move to 

England in 1984 saw her taking posts in Hertfordshire and Surrey before moving to Durham.  In 2007 she was    

appointed to teach in the English Department and has given committed service to all those in her care from Year 7 

to Year 13.  In addition to her enthusiasm for literature she has also shared her knowledge and experience as a 

Magistrate, benefiting groups of pupils who have enjoyed success in regional ‘Mock Trial’ competitions.  She has  

accompanied numerous pupils on theatre visits locally and to London.  As a Sixth Form Tutor she has wisely guided 

cohorts of students through university application and preparation for the world of work. 

 

Mr Kivlehan began teaching Art at St Leonard’s in September 1988.  He had trained at St Mary’s College                    

Newcastle and taught for eight years at Eastbourne School, Darlington before being appointed to St Leonard’s. 

Many generations of pupils have benefited not only from his enthusiasm and vast subject knowledge but also from 

his commitment to the wider life of the school.  He has been a key figure in developing photography courses to 

broaden the opportunities for pupils, building on his own passion and expertise in the field.  He has also been an 

essential part of the school’s Duke of Edinburgh programme enabling numerous students to achieve silver and gold 

awards and perhaps more importantly to stretch themselves physically and mentally.  

We offer thanks for many years of devoted service and best wishes to both of our retiring colleagues. 

Mr Campbell 

 

 



Ignite:  Year 9 Retreat 
 

In June, Year 9 took part in an engaging retreat at the Youth Village.  After their tough end of 

year exams the pupils were able to take part in a range of fun and thought provoking                     

activities.  These included:  capture the team flag, a huge dance-off, art work based on the           

pupils’ images of God and plenty of time to reflect.  

 

The theme of the retreat was ‘Ignite’ 

and the Youth Ministry Team               

delivered many inspirational sessions 

that encouraged Year 9 to celebrate 

and embrace their own skills and talents.  They also spent 

time looking at the importance of life and how amazing         

people like Nelson Mandela have ignited a fire within            

themselves.  But, the fun didn’t stop there, pupils also played 

football, rounders and ultimate Frisbee in their free time and 

ended the day by relaxing in their own chalets. 

 

What a retreat… Thank you to YMT and Year 9 for making this a fun and reflective visit. 

 

                   Mr Coon 

News from the Years 
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Year 7:  What a fantastic year it has been! 

For Year 7’s, it has been a truly phenomenal first year as members of St 

Leonard’s.  It has been wonderful watching these young excited new starters 

become confident pupils throwing themselves wholeheartedly into all of the 

opportunities available to them here, from homework club to dance           

festivals.  Year 7 have taken part in numerous activities starting with our          

annual retreat.   

 

There have been fundraising events throughout the year and as always the 

year group shone, raising an outstanding £1682.92 for the charity Lepra, who helps those     

suffering from Leprosy.  The pupils all thoroughly enjoyed the hour of dance and fitness; many 

showing off their   impressive moves.  It is safe to say St Leonard’s have some serious movers 

and shakers not least many of the boys in the year group!  

Recently they have all participated in the St Leonard’s Olympic Games.  

Each house competing to become supreme champions.   

 

Thank you Year 7 for the effort and enthusiasm you have demonstrated 

throughout this academic year. 

Mrs Storey 

Team building! 



From Year 8 
 

This year has been an extremely successful and rewarding time for Year 8.  Pupils have been            

involved in many activities in school including: whole school cross-country; ‘Meet and Greet’ in 

the school reception; preparing and delivering tutor group assemblies; participating in the Year 8 

Retreat at Ushaw College.  More recently, Year 8 pupils undertook their end of year exams.     

Although a daunting and stressful time for many, overall, pupils did very well and hopefully found 

this experience both useful and rewarding.  Since September, many pupils have gone the extra 

mile, excelling in various extra-curricular activities.  Here are just a few of their outstanding               

accomplishments: 

Chloe Hedley appeared in the Downton Abbey Christmas Special.  Andrew Beattie, Joe Dufton, 

Sam Hanson, Luke Straughan and Ralph Archer have had a successful season playing for Durham 

City Rugby Club, where Joe was awarded Player of the Year.  Jordan Harker has signed for           

Newcastle United FC Academy.  Grace Hunter has participated in 10 charity bike rides to raise 

money for St Cuthbert’s Hospice.  Along with Emily Brown, Grace most recently cycled 22 miles. 

Sam Barrett has signed for Middleborough FC Academy and is moving into the U14 team next 

season.  Laura Hewitt passed her Drama RADA exam with Distinction.  Laura Clark achieved 

Grade 3 in Drama.  Eve Wilkinson was selected for the Durham District Football Team.  Oliver 

Cronin has competed in national level competitions with his local swimming team.  Maddie          

Jackson came fourth in a European dance competition.  Kaci Youll won the televised dance             

competition ‘Made on the Dancefloor’.  Dylan Hehir represented England in ice hockey at U13 

level.  And finally, Lucia Woodhouse represented Great Britain in the World Trampoline, DMT and 

Tumbling Competition in Denmark, where she came fourth in the tumbling event.   

I would like to say congratulations to all of these pupils for their dedication and commitment, and 

to all pupils who have met personal goals in their own lives this academic year.  I hope you all 

have a safe and peaceful summer holiday.  I look forward to seeing you in September, ready to 

begin Year 9 with the same energy and enthusiasm as you have shown throughout this year. 

 

       Mr Johnson  

Emergency First Response Training  

On the 24th June 2016, our Peru trip and Duke of Edinburgh students took part in professional entry level 

‘Emergency first response training’ here at St Leonard’s.  This course ran for six hours, it included a                 

comprehensive exam, primary (Basic Life Signs) and secondary (scene accident and risk management)           

response, CPR and AED training.  The students got ‘a 

very real hands on experience’ of what it could be like in 

various real life emergency situations.  

 

All of the students who attended, completed the course 

and have been awarded the EFR qualification.   

 

Well done to the teams!  

Mr Routledge 

From the Sixth Form 
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   Sixth Form Trip to Geneva, Switzerland 

The Year 12 trip to visit the European Particle Physics             

Research Centre at CERN in Geneva was organised by the Science            

department again this year. 

On arrival in Geneva the group wasted no time; 

quickly settling into the accommodation before heading down to 

Lake Geneva for a picnic courtesy of Aldi (other supermarkets are 

available).  We then made our way to the History of Science museum 

to make use of the students abilities as a human sundial.  Still full of 

energy, we headed by water taxi, over the lake, for an ice cream by 

the Jet d’eau and visited St. Pierre Cathedral. 

Day two was the main focus of the trip           

visiting CERN, home of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), the world’s largest particle             

accelerator.  CERN has been in the news over the last few years, particularly for the        

discovery of the “Higgs Boson”.  Our visit included a tour of ATLAS; one of two              

general-purpose detectors at the LHC.  Beams of particles collide at the centre of the   

ATLAS detector making collision debris in the form of new particles.  The ATLAS                

detector is the largest volume particle detector ever constructed.  It sits in a cavern 100m 

below ground.   More than 3000 scientists from 174 institutes in 38 countries work on the 

ATLAS experiment. 

In the afternoon we travelled to Mont Saleve, just inside the French border, and rode the 

cable car to get panoramic views of Geneva and the 

surrounding country. 

As we had a late flight back on day three, we visited “Palais du Nations” the 

Headquarters of the United Nations and relaxed in the nearby botanical          

gardens before heading to the airport. 

Thank you to everyone in the school who helped make the trip possible, to 

parents/carers for supporting us and to the students who were great                     

company and a credit to the school. 

Mr Moran 

Sixth Form News 

Year 12 University Challenge  

On Tuesday 5th July a team of four potential ‘Eggheads’ from Year 

12 took part in the annual Catholic Partnership University  

Challenge event.   The team, comprising of Alice Jackson,         

Joseph Grehan-Bradley, Peter Hampshire and Nathaniel Wells, did very well to negotiate the first 

two rounds and demonstrate the diversity of their knowledge, from Art History, through to 

Shakespeare and Chemical elements, but were defeated in the semi-final.  It was a very enjoyable 

evening and congratulations go to all involved. 

Mr  Hughes 
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A beautiful view over Geneva 
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Oxford and Cambridge Visit 2016 

A group of 19 students from Year 12 had the          

opportunity to visit Oxford and Cambridge       

Universities with a view to making a UCAS               

application next term.  The students thoroughly 

enjoyed the experience and were given lots of 

very helpful advice about navigating the ‘dreaded’ personal statement and               

putting together a competitive application.  It was particularly useful for our         

students to be able to attend ‘mock’ lectures and to meet and talk to both             

academic and admissions’ staff.  Perhaps most useful though were the                 

conversations that our students had with the current Oxbridge students 

(including ex-St Leonard’s students, Cheryl Eggleston, Jessica Ward and Jamie 

Wilmore) who were able to 

give our students an insight 

into university life. 

 Mr  Hughes 

 

 

Year 12 GRIT Days – Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th July 2016 

 

‘Get Ready It’s Time!’ solves the acronym and was the signal to Year 12 students to start           

thinking about life after St Leonard’s.  Over the two days, students had the chance to explore 

the many and varied opportunities available to them after leaving school, ranging from a gap 

year with Project Trust to a building apprenticeship to applying to University.  On Thursday Lee 

Worden, the Head of Access at Durham University, offered excellent advice to the year group 

on the important decisions students interested in attending university will have to make about 

choices of course and destination and then suggested a route through the dreaded UCAS            

Personal Statement.  On Friday, students were able to choose their own sessions, enabling an 

insight into what they might expect from their chosen course or area of work.  The very          

positive response from students and the complimentary feedback from outside speakers again 

provided clear evidence of the value of these days.  Thanks go to Sue Mitchell, our Careers’           

Adviser,  for organising the event, to Mrs McAdam for enabling things to run smoothly and to all 

the speakers who made the days such a success.  

Mr Hughes 
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A beautiful view over Geneva 
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BTEC SPORT 

 

The Year 12 BTEC Sport students have been working with Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from Our 

Lady Queen of Martyrs School in Esh Winning.  During the transition work our students have 

taught the children how to climb using our climbing wall and how to belay on another.  In June 

our students then accompanied the primary         

children on an Outdoor and Adventurous          

Activities residential in Osmotherly.  They helped 

the youngsters with activities such as mountain    

biking, canoeing and bush craft. The trip was a 

great success and our leaders represented the 

school very well indeed. 

Mrs Bell 

Pentathlon 

On Wednesday 15th June, two teams of boys and 

two teams of girls travelled to Monkton Stadium 

to compete in the Durham County Under-14 

Pentathlon for the first time.  Each competitor 

had to complete all five events (Hurdles, High 

Jump, Long Jump, 800m and Shot Put) and their 

scores are added together.  In the individual 

competition Sam Barret was the highest placed 

Year 8 boy and Matthew Lumb was the highest 

placed Year 7 finishing in 14th and 24th             

respectively out of 69 competitors.  

In the team event the two boys’ teams finished 

eighth and ninth respectively out of 16 teams. 

In the girls’ competition Eve Wilkinson (Year 8) 

was an impressive sixth overall and Rowan 

Payne (Year 7) was 33rd out of 85                   

competitors which is another fantastic              

achievement. 

In the girls’ team event our teams finished 5th  

and 16th respectively out of 21 teams in total. 

A huge well done to all of the competitors that 

were involved who continue to develop St 

Leonard’s as a school with a big athletics            

reputation. 

Mr Bell 

Athletics 

On Monday 13th June, the Junior Boys’       

Athletics team travelled to Hull in the   

English Schools’ Athletics Track and Field 

Cup to compete following their success in 

the first round in May.  This continued our 

tradition of qualifying for the second round 

in each of the last eight years and is great              

testament to the hard work and talent of 

the boys here at school.  The boys were 

yet again outstanding and managed to finish 

the day in third place which is a fantastic 

achievement given that some of the best 

schools across the region were present.   

Well done to all concerned! 
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Sports Day 2016 

If two words could sum up our 17th Annual Sports Day, it would be 

“Thank you”. 

As ever, effort and performance levels were high, with six long 

standing school records being broken.  I think we would all agree 

that it is not just about the winners and competitors.  St Leonard’s 

Sports Day is much more than that. 

I was able to take a step back, have a good look around the         

stadium, and I was extremely proud of you all.   The comradery and 

House spirit were fantastic to see, the            

behaviour from all pupils was exemplary, the PE kit was superb, and the 

Icelandic style chants were well received by all. 

Thank you for fully embracing the spirit of Sports Day, thank you for    

giving it your all, and thank you representing yourselves, your House and 

St Leonard’s so very well. 

Mrs Hockaday 
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A fantastic day for Athletics 

It is a rare occasion when  80 pupils are given the opportunity to represent school all on the same day, but on 

7th July, our Year 7, 8 and 9 athletes competed in two different stadia in two different competitions.  The         

Catholic Partnership Championships were held at Middlesbrough Sports Village, whilst the District                     

Championships were held at the Riverside, Chester-le-Street. 

The strength and depth of our teams were not at all compromised; there were some outstanding individual 

performances, particularly from Matthew Lumb and Ella Shaw from Year 7. 

Our Year 7 boys’ were announced winners of the Catholic Partnership event, and the remaining results are yet 

to be processed, but will be announced in due course. 

A massive well done to all involved. Keep training hard, and we will build upon this success next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

St Leonard’s Year 7 & 8’s representing school at the 

District Schools Track & Field Championships. 

Year 7, 8 & 9’s representing school at the Catholic 

Partnership Track & Field Championships. 



     Boat Club News  

Regatta season  

The regatta season takes the boat club across the North East of England and our rowers have 

returned with a smattering of wins from the various competitions.  Tees Regatta saw the Year 

10 girls in one of the most entertaining races of the season with six feet separating Queen Elizabeth HS, Talkin 

Tarn ARC and themselves in a blanket finish on the line.  Hexham saw the most successful event of the year 

with special mention going to the Year 11 girls who won two novice events, beating a host of university college 

crews in both.  Wins as follows:  

Tees Regatta 

WJ15 4x – Eleanor Rea, Lenie Zeze, Lucy Abley, Honor Farmer, Jessica Hancock (cox) 

Wansbeck Regatta 

Novice 2x – Jonathan Kent, Joshua Dodds 

Hexham Regatta  

Novice 4 – Olivia Campbell, Bethany Turnbull, Lucy Callan, Eleanor Connor   

Novice 8 – Olivia Campbell, Bethany Turnbull, Lucy Callan, Eleanor Connor, Lucy Mead, Honor Farmer,    

  Eleanor Rea & Lenie Zeze 

WJ15 4x – Eleanor Rea, Lenie Zeze, Lucy Abley, Honor Farmer, Jessica Hancock (cox)  

WJ14 2x – Anna Bancroft, Lydia Hare  

Durham Regatta  

WJ16 4x – Olivia Campbell, Bethany Turnbull, Lucy Callan & Abigail Wilson (Chester-le-Street ARC)  

 

Other news  

We would like to express our thanks to the Friends of St Leonard’s who have provided us with funds to           

purchase new life jackets and other vital safety equipment. 

 

The club is now looking optimistically towards next season with an established group of older members as well 

as a promising squad of Year 7s and 8s coming through the ranks.  

 

We are also greatly anticipating this summer’s Rio Olympics.  Great Britain will be represented by three        

former St Leonard’s pupils:  

- Jessica Eddie (Durham ARC) - will be in the Women’s 8  

- Nathaniel Reilly O’Donnell (St Leonard’s School BC) - as a spare  

- James Harris (St Leonard’s School BC) - as a coach 

 

We would like to congratulate them, wish them well and hope that our current rowers and other pupils can 

take inspiration from their achievements!  

Mr Smith  
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Perhaps the apparent finality of Brexit was lost 

on both St Leonard’s and the European students, 

who gathered for the EYP National Summer       

Session between 30th June and 3rd July.  For here, 

deep in the heart of Liverpool City Centre, there 

could be perceived a rumbling of discontent;  

discontent at the political carnage that had                    

ravaged both main parties post-vote; discontent 

at the nation’s isolationism; discontent with a 

decision that had been taken out of their hands. 

Married to discontent, however, was defiance.  

And so it was that when nine St Leonard’s pupils 

met to debate, it was not intolerance being 

preached, but values of community, integration, 

and friendship; values perhaps forgotten by the 
politicians and the scaremongers, but not, it 

seems, by EYP students. 

 

The issues discussed represented the diverse and 

different interests of 28 Member States:  while 

some students debated how to combat                

terrorism, others puzzled over an ever              

worsening migrant crisis; while some cast light 

on the environment and sustainability, and              

created solutions for the long term, colleagues 

devised fixes to urgent floundering employment 

and economic rates.  Resolutions were built and 

broken, accepted and rejected, but, fundamental-

ly, the mood was one of unity rather than             

division, co-operation rather than conflict.  

While only one school, and a handful of highly 

talented individual delegates could progress, 

there were no true winners or losers.  EYP was 

predominantly a lesson in life, not in Politics. 

Perhaps, therefore, we can reflect on how far              
tolerance can go in establishing tranquillity.              

Remain or Leave, it cannot be disputed that the 

work the EYP does should be celebrated, in 

equipping young students with the capability to 

speak, be confident and enjoy doing so.  Long 

may it continue, no matter when Article 50 is 

triggered! 

 

Special congratulations to the three students 

who have been selected to represent Britain 

(and St Leonard’s) at the international session, in 

Menden, Germany, in August!  Thank you to 

Miss Waldock for leading the group and to Mr Q 

Hughes for organising the event. 

 

Joseph Grehan-Bradley 12O 

11 

T
alk

in
g P

o
litics The day St Leonard’s went to the polls 

 
To raise awareness of the Referendum vote, St Leonard’s pupils participated in a mock 

election on the 23rd June.  In the lead up to the Referendum vote, pupils were given the 

opportunity to see both sides of the argument, examining the economic, immigration, 

employment and sovereignty implications of whether to stay or leave the European          

Union.    

 

Each pupil had one vote, and whichever group gained over 50% of the vote would win.  

After all votes were cast, the Year 12 Politics students counted and verified the result. 

877 votes were cast (a turnout of 94.5%) of which 11 were spoilt and the results were 

as follows: 

 

     Britain Stronger In Europe:        594 

     Vote Leave:           272   

  

After the results were declared on 23rd June, it seems that our results mirrored those 

of Scotland rather than either the local or national picture. 

Mrs Morrey  

European Youth Parliament – National Finals in Liverpool 
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Water Powered ’Drag Car’ Competition 

Our sixth annual Water Powered ’Drag Car’ Competition, was held at St Leonards School on 

the 27th June 2016.  26 pupils in seven teams took part from the various schools linked to the 

Hexham & Newcastle Catholic Partnership - South diocese. 

“All of the pupils were exceptionally well behaved and had fun, they really enjoyed the challenge 

and team work”.  The trophy was won by St Anthony’s pupils on the day with a total distance of 

13 metres.  

  

Mr Routledge 

Catholic Partnership Mass 

 

On Tuesday 7th June, pupils and 

staff from all of the partnership schools met at St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, for the annual partner-

ship mass. 

 

The theme of the mass was the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Art work, from the partnership exhibition                

earlier in the year, was processed around the             

Cathedral alongside mercy candles which were then sent back to each school. 

Catherine Simcox 

Catholic Partnership Events 

The seven teams with their creations 
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Catholic Partnership KS3 Photography           

Exhibition 2016 

St Leonard’s Pupils best ever performance! 

This year’s annual Catholic Partnership KS3                      

Photography Exhibition was held at the National 

Glass Centre in Sunderland.  The event was very 

well  attended and the exhibition stunning.  Over 

200 of our pupils entered the competition, which Mr           

Kivlehan and myself judged, in order to select the 

thirteen finalists to go forward to the overall finals 

which were judged by The University of Sunderland 

Photography Lecturers.  Our pupils achieved their 

best ever performance, winning 30% of the total 

awards with four overall winners; Lucy Amber          

Readman (won two awards, Year 9), Nathan               

Gardner (Year 7), Emma Phillips (Year 7) and three 

Highly Commended; Eve Megginson (Year 7), Emma 

Phillips (Year 7) and Kelsey Cooper (Year 8).                         

Congratulations to all of our pupils who took part 

and in particular our winners. 

Mr Sutcliffe 

Lucy Amber Readman Year 9  

‘Documentary’ 

Overall Winner 

Nathan Gardner Year 7 —’Open Category’  

Overall Winner 

Sian Kendall  Year 9 —’Documentary’  

Overall Winner 

Lucy Wilson Year 7 —’Natural Forms’ 

Overall Winner 

Emma Phillips Year 7 —

’Movement’ 

Highly Commended 

Rachel Magnus Year 7 —

’Animals’ 

Eve Megginson Year 7 —’Faith’ 

St Leonard’s Technology Department once again supported the 

Catholic Partnership Challenge at St Joseph’s Academy in 

June.  Our three Year 8 girls were a credit to our school and had a 

great time working as a team against some top 

notch competition.  We received a special 

recognition award for building the most          

durable rocket; it survived six launches and 

scored the second highest tally point score in 

blustery but dry launch conditions.   

Mr Dunford 

Rocket Challenge 2016 
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Famous Faces 

 

During Study Skills lessons with Mr Ross Year 8 pupils have been enjoying 

studying Roald Dahl’s classic novel James and the Giant Peach.  

 

As part of the course pupils wrote letters to two of the actresses from 

the 1996 film adaptation of the book.  These were none other than tele-

vision icon Joanna Lumley OBE, of Absolutely Fabulous fame, and Miriam                  

Margolyes OBE, best-known as Professor Sprout in the Harry Potter series 

of films. 

 

Kye Bell was delighted that Joanna Lumley took the time to complete and sign a questionnaire he had 

sent her.  Amy Pearson received a signed and inscribed colour photograph of Miriam Margolyes as           

Professor Sprout.  

 

Both pupils were thrilled to receive their first ever celebrity autographs.  Maybe you too could write to 

your favourite celebrity? 

 

Mr Ross 

On Thursday 7th July the LSAs held a 

“graduation party” for those Year 7 pupils 

who had participated in the Rapid            

Reading scheme during the academic year. 

 

Pupils who have been involved in the          

Rapid Reading Intervention all received 

certificates for their commitment to          

improving their reading.  Some pupils have 

attended these sessions since November 

and have made great progress with their 

reading and comprehension skills. 

 

English teacher, Mrs Smith was very           

impressed with the students involved and 

presented individual certificates to                

everyone who had taken part. 

 

 

The Importance of Reading 

Dr Seuss put it perfectly when he said: 

“The more that you read, the more things you 

will know.  The more you learn the more           

places you’ll go.”  

We hope this will inspire these pupils to 

continue their enjoyment of reading. 

 

As LSA’s, we have thoroughly enjoyed           

delivering the programme and look           

forward to meeting our next cohort of 

readers. 

Mrs Fannen, Mrs Grant and Mrs Latham 
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Future Business Magnates 

 

The FBM competition is open to Year 8 pupils and is 

organised by Business Durham.  As a school we have been 

competing in the FBM since its inception.  This year’s crop of FBM 

pupils had to, as always, come up with a Business idea and develop 

their idea over the course of the year.  Our idea was a biometric 

door lock for use in residential housing.  They then completed six 

challenges and were awarded points for each challenge.  There were 

22 schools taking part across County Durham.  

 

As you can see we are came in fifth place, being awarded a total of 840 

points.  Well done to the team for all their hard work this year.  The final 

awards dinner was on Friday 1st of July and St Leonard’s won the award 

fort the ‘Most Effective Use of Technology’. 
 

The FBM team photo from November 2015 with our Business partners 

Robertson Construction. 

 

Any Year 7 students with an interest in running a business should think 

about applying for the FBM competition in October 2016.  

          Mr Hind 

 

Manchester Visit 

 

Year 12 BTEC Business students have this term been studying ‘Developing Teams in Business’, a practical unit 

whereby they had to plan, organise and participate in an event whilst working as a team.  The group decided to 

organise a day visit to Manchester and to make the event more substantial they invited Year 12 BTEC ICT        

students.  The Business students researched into educational and tourist venues in the city and came up with a 

range of destinations to visit.  

 

Firstly we visited the Museum of Science and Industry, which is a large museum devoted to the development of 

science, technology and industry. The museum tells stories about ideas that changed the world, from the          

Industrial Revolution to today and beyond!  Then we were off to the Manchester Museum. 

 

The Manchester Museum is a museum displaying works of archaeology,                 

anthropology and natural history and is owned by the University of Manchester.  

Basically in this museum the students got to explore and see dinosaurs, mummies 
and live animals! 

 

Next on our itinerary was the National Football Museum, which is the world’s biggest football museum.  This 

museum was founded to preserve, conserve and interpret several important collections of association football 

memorabilia.  Students certainly enjoyed this museum and were able to have photos taken with the Premier 

League trophy, play virtual football, take part in a penalty shoot-out as well as see the ‘football for all’ exhibits. 

 

The Trafford Centre was our last destination of the day. Attractions that we visited included; Sea Life and             

Paradis Island Adventure Golf, which turned out to be highly competitive (and that was just the staff!).            

Students had built time into the programme for an evening meal and a short period of time to look around the 

Trafford Centre. 

 

The day was very enjoyable but also very educational, especially as students got an appreciation of the work 

involved in planning an educational visit. 

 

Year 12 BTEC Students 

All th
ings Business! 
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The league table as it stands  



Tom Smith Bassoon Grade 3 

Lucy Grehan-Bradley Cello Grade 4 

Jo Allison Clarinet Grade 5 

Lily Ballentine Clarinet Grade 3 

Joshua Bremner Clarinet Grade 3 

Meghan Anderson Cornet Grade 3 

William Vincent Cornet Grade 3 

Hannah Mercer Flute Grade 2 

Scarlett Newby Flute Grade 2 

Skye Smith Flute Grade 3 

Alice Theakston Flute Grade 3 

Jumeira Nathan Oboe Grade 4 

Anna Bancroft Piano Grade 2 

Matthew Bastiman Piano Grade 3 

Jenny Grehan-Bradley Piano Grade 4 

Lucy Grehan-Bradley Piano Grade 5 

Rowan Payne Piano Grade 3 

Alice Theakston  Piano Grade 3 

Adam Chapman Tenor Horn Grade 3 

Skye Smith Tenor Horn Grade 3 

Anna Kimura Theory Grade 3 

Bryn Chaytor-Wilson Trumpet Grade 3 

Jamie Napier Violin Grade 4 

Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts 

Results 

 

Eighteen pupils from Years 8, 10 and 

11 have participated in The Royal Academy of  

Dramatic Arts Shakespeare Awards. This award 

involved performing two Shakespeare speeches 

from a set list in front of an acclaimed RADA  

graduate and professional actor.  After many hours 

of rehearsal and a mock exam with a professional 

actor, Dougie Carter,  I am very pleased to       

announce that seventeen pupils have passed the 

award, ten of which have passed with Distinction.  

The pupils have shown great commitment,          

especially during a busy exam time and it is great 
to see their efforts rewarded.  Many of the pupils 

felt this award has really helped boost their           

confidence and they thoroughly enjoyed the               

opportunity to develop their acting skills.  Next 

year, these pupils hope to progress to the Bronze 

and Silver medal level. 

Miss Jenkinson 

 

Diocesan Schools Summer Festival 

 

Twenty schools from around the diocese came together to celebrate 

the annual schools summer festival at the Emmaus Youth Village 29th 

June - 1st July. 

26 Year 10s braved the elements when putting up their tents and spent 

a couple of soggy nights with over 400 other young people.  

The theme of the festival was ‘love undeserved’ and focused on the fact 

that whatever we do or don’t do, we are still loved unconditionally by 

God.  We were inspired by excellent keynote 

speakers, entertained by the YMT and by each other as each school had to perform on 

the second evening.  The highlight was undoubtedly the Thursday afternoon when after 

hearing from Fr Damian Cassidy, a Carmelite priest, we were joined by nearly 20 of our 

diocesan priests who enabled those present to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

in the Year of Mercy.  A fantastic few days of faith and fun.  St Leonard’s can be very 
proud of the representation we had from an amazing group of young people. 

 

Catherine Simcox 

Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have recently passed music examinations:  

 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  

If so, please inform Mr Grehan-Bradley so that your 

name can appear on our next newsletter.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 

Congratulations 

The Year 10s preparing to camp 
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Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to parents?   

If the answer is no, then we probably do not have your most up 

to date email address on our system. 

Please contact the school on admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk 

using the email address which is assigned as the first priority 

contact person, because this is where the message will be sent 

to.  Address the subject ‘for the attention of Mrs Simpson’ and 

please include your child’s name and Tutor Group in the body of 

the email.  

If you have any changes to your personal details such as            

telephone and mobile numbers or change of address please      

remember to let the school know as soon as possible. 

Thank you.   

        

From the school office 

Thank you to Bishop Seamus, and 

Fr Michael McCoy, who came to St 

Leonard’s to celebrate the Feast of 

St Peter and St Paul. 

From the gardening club 

Our herb garden is now 

thriving and the herbs are 

being used in the Food 

Technology Department in 

school. 

Advert 
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Head Boy & Head Girl Results 

 
Following the recent election, I am pleased 

to announce that: 

 

Laura Barnett has been elected Head Girl. 

Kieran Liddle has been elected Head Boy. 

 

Alice Jackson has been elected as Deputy 

Head Girl.  

Matthew Conley has been elected as  

Deputy Head Boy. 

 

Thank you to all students who stood for 

election. 

 

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk
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Absence from School  

 
“Schools should advise parents to notify them 

on the first day the child is unable to attend 
due to illness. Schools should authorise      

absences due to illness unless they have   

genuine cause for concern about the veracity 

of an illness.  If the authenticity of illness is in 

doubt, schools can request parents to provide 

medical evidence to support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/

daughter is or will be absent from school 

via email or voicemail can you please   

provide us with the following                    

information.   

-       Pupil’s Name,  

-       Year/Tutor Group 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

 

If we have not received a reason for the 

absence the school must ask parents to 

provide a written absence note.  

Thank you for your help and support with 

this.     

Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Summer 2016 Friday 15.7.16 Wednesday 7.9.16 

Autumn Half Term 2016 Friday 21.10.16 Monday 31.10.16 

Christmas 2016 Friday 16.12.16 Wednesday 4.1.17 

Spring Half Term 2017 Friday 17.2.17 Monday 27.2.17 

Easter 2017 Friday 7.4.17 Monday 24.4.17 

May Day Holiday 2017 Friday 28.4.17 Tuesday 2.5.17 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2016 — 2017 

 Friends of St Leonard’s Fun Day  

Thank you to all who supported the day, we raised over £1100 

which will be used to benefit pupils.  



20 


