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Message from the Head Teacher 
 

 

Some of you will no doubt have seen the local news article about Brendan    

Woodhouse, a firefighter who has been volunteering to help refugees in the 

Greek islands.  Brendan is an ex-pupil of St Leonard’s and he mentioned the 

school in his interview; “I went to St Leonard’s RC School where I received the 

education that instilled into me a spirit of helping others and not judging people.” 

There is a link to the article if you would like to see it: http://goo.gl/lFu24g. 

 

Having completed “mocks” before Christmas, all pupils in Year 11 should be 

working hard over the remaining fourteen weeks before the main exam season. 

Please encourage your son/daughter to take advantage of the extra support     

available at lunchtime or after school in many subjects.  Please ask the subject 

teachers for details if unsure. 

 

Year 9’s are in the middle of making important decisions about their options. 

Thanks to all parents who attended the Information Evening on 21st January and 

some who returned on 4th February.  
 

Many pupils will be looking forward to educational visits in the coming weeks. 

These include:- 

Prague – Art 

Washington – History & Politics 

Blencathra – Geography 

Paris – ICT & Business 

Alpe d’Huez – skiing 

Cern – Physics 

I trust that all pupils will behave to the expected high standards and make the 

most of these fantastic opportunities provided by the staff.  We look forward to hearing about them later in 

the term. 

 

We have noticed that a few pupils have been wearing very expensive “smart watches” since Christmas.  

Please be advised that the school’s insurance policy does not cover the loss or theft of such items and I 

strongly advise that pupils do not bring these to school. 

 

This year’s Catholic Partnership Art Exhibition has been showing in Durham Cathedral since 18th January,   

including excellent examples from our own pupils.  Congratulations to all involved.  Pupils, parents and friends 

of the school are encouraged to go along and have a look when you are in Durham. 

Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On this issue’s front cover 

we have a photograph of 

our winning girls’ Under-

16’s football team.  For 

more information about 

their success, head to Page 

6. 

 

  

 

Prayer for Ash Wednesday 

 
 

 Lord our God, 

 the ashes we wear on Ash Wednesday remind us that we are a small part of God’s           

 creation.  They remind us that we’re no better than anyone, 

 and they humble us before you and others. 

 Help us to see that you love each of us exactly the same.  

 

Amen 
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You may have noticed the icon (see right) on the front page of December’s and this 
issue of the newsletter.  It is the symbol for the Year of Mercy.  Pope Francis has   

declared that from the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 8th 2015) to 

the Feast of Christ the King (November 20th 2016) will be the ‘Extraordinary Jubilee 

of Mercy’. 

 

Pope Francis writes to young people on the Year of Mercy: 

“My Dear Young People, seeing the great need for mercy and healing in the world, I have called for 

a Year of Mercy to take place across our world, our Diocese and within our schools.  This is a   

special period, also known as a Holy Year or Jubilee Year, for the Catholic Church.  It is a time for 

the Church across the world to take a year to focus on forgiveness and healing in a special way.  

The Year of Mercy is an invitation to show love, kindness, and unbounded generosity.  I am offering 

all of us the opportunity to encounter the incredible mercy of God.  

Encountering mercy means encountering God. It can transform our life, our relationships, our 

work, and our ability to embrace and experience all of life.  

I am asking all of us as individuals and as a Church “to be a witness of mercy” by reflecting on and 

practising the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  Beginning on December 8th 2015, the Holy 

Year of Mercy will focus on studying and reflecting on mercy, receiving mercy, and being merciful 

towards others.   

Dear Friends, a little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just.  Will you be the face of 

mercy for others this year?” 

 

Over the course of the Year of Mercy, we will revisit mercy each month in our weekly prayers and 

examine the corporal works of mercy and how they relate to our everyday lives. 
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‘The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year should also be 

lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate 

and experience God’s mercy. How many pages of Sacred 

Scripture are appropriate for meditation during the 

weeks of Lent to help us rediscover the merciful face of 

the Father!’ 

From Misericordiae Vultus  

 

We will be marking the start of the season of Lent with a service at lunchtime, with the             

distribution of ashes, in the chapel of St John Boste and marking the season of Lent in the           

traditional ways in our prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

 

Catherine Simcox 

Wednesday 27th January marked the 71st           

anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi    

death-camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau, the day we 

now mark as Holocaust Memorial Day. The 

theme for this year was ‘Don’t Stand By’, and 

encourages us to stand up to injustice and not 

stand by when we see others being treated 

badly. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day also, remembers those who have been involved in genocide since the  

Second World War.  Pupils watched Holocaust survivor, Susan Pollock, recount the story of         

escaping from a certain death, only to reveal at the end that it was not her story she was             

recounting but that of a young man who fled from the ongoing genocide in Darfur, Sudan in 2009. 

The Sixth Form had a special assembly on the theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day and 

we had special prayers for the occasions with the staff hearing the Kaddish - the Jewish prayer for 
the dead – in their briefing. 

 Year of Mercy 
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St Leonard’s Year 9 boys enjoyed recent success in the first round of 

the National Schools Badminton Championships, held at Belmont 

community school.  The hall, 

which boasts a recent £80,000  

refurbishment, was the ideal       

location for some of the school’s 

most dedicated athletes to flaunt 

their talents.  The team defeated 

Framwellgate Moor and Belmont, 

to set up a deciding match against 

Durham Johnston. All the matches 

were close, with some excellent 

play on both sides but in the end 

St Leonard’s clinched the win with 

a victory in the final doubles game 
and advanced to the next round.  

 

The boys look forward to continuing to train after school on a     

Tuesday, along with many other keen pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9, as 

they work towards the next stage of the competition later in the 

year.  

Mr Robinson 

Girls’ Cricket 
The Year 10 girls have competed in 

the Ladies Lord Taverner’s         

competition.  The competition is    

organised by the coaches of Durham 

County Cricket and is open to all the 

local schools.  The girls played their 

games in the sports hall here at St Leonard's and played 

really well, finishing second in the competition. Despite 

not winning there were some excellent performances 

from all the girls and I am sure they will be in with a 

fighting chance in the summer competitions.  

Well done girls!                          

        Mrs Bell 

This half term 17 of our 

Year 9 girls have been 

lucky enough to work 

with England Cricketer 

Danielle Hazel. 

They have now successfully qualified as Cricket     

Activators! This course equipped our young leaders 

with the knowledge and confidence to become     

involved in the sport.  In the summer term, the girls 

will be working with our feeder primary schools at 

cricket festivals within our partnership.  

Well done girls!    

        Mrs Hockaday 

Girls’ Rugby  

Year 7 girls have been 

given a fantastic            

opportunity to train 

with an amazing rugby 

coach from Newcastle 

Thunder. The girls have 

been working hard to 

develop their skills and              

understanding of the 

game in preparation for a tournament they will play in 

later in the year at Kingston Park, home of the     

premier league teams Newcastle Falcons and        

Newcastle Thunder.  An exciting time for the girls 

who have shown real promise in the sport. 
               Mrs Bell 

BTEC SPORT 

The Year 12 and Year 13 

BTEC Sport students 

have been seeing what 

life is like working in a 

professional sport          

environment. They           

visited Middlesbrough FC  

training ground based in 

Hurworth where they 

met with the head Sport Scientist Peter Hood.  The          

pupils were given a tour of the facilities and heard about 

the daily routine for players and coaching staff.  They 

were also given the opportunity to display their own  

excellent coaching skills in the indoor training facility.  
Mrs Bell 
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Badminton success at Belmont 

A boys and a girls team from Year 11 

also recently attended the Durham City 

Badminton Championships held at          

Belmont.  As always the standard was 

very high and an old rivalry with Durham 

Johnston would once again take centre 

stage, determining who would go 

through to the next round.  After       

winning all their games it came down to a 

final between both schools. The St 

Leonard's girls, who had been champions 

for the last three years, had experience 

on their side and this was enough to see 

them win their important final deciding 

games.  The boys fought hard until the 
last game but unfortunately were unable 

to break down a strong opponent.  All 

eyes move towards Wolsingham and the 

County Finals where our Key Stage 3 

boys and Key Stage 4 girls will go to face 

the next challenge.  

Mr Hughes 



More than 100 pupils took part in this wonderful evening of music, in front of a capacity audience.  The          

impressive sounds of the combined Lower School and Senior Orchestras opened the concert with a BBC Ten 

Pieces arrangement of Grieg’s In the Hall of the Mountain King.  To commemorate the recent opening of Spectre, 

the Senior Orchestra then changed the mood, James Bond style.  Year 12 student Jerome Yates entertained the 

audience with a hilarious extract from The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Aged 13¾. It was then the turn of the 

choirs to perform a selection of Gospel tunes, including: Standing in the need of prayer, Amazing Grace and This 

little light of mine. A change of mood was presented by Rebecca Dover’s stunning performance of Somewhere over 

the rainbow. The first half ended with the hauntingly beautiful In the Bleak Midwinter, by Gustav Holst, with     

memorable solos from Lakshmi Piette and Miles Potts.  

 

Following a leisurely interval, comprising warm mince pies and drinks, the audience enjoyed a range of festive 

music and another appearance from Adrian Mole himself. There was a world premiere    

performance of There’s a song in the air, performed and composed by Phoebe Gooding in 

Year 7. The chamber choir’s performances of the Coventry Carol and a medley of songs from 

Frozen were tremendously well received by the audience. The concert ended with audience 
participation, in David Willcocks’ uplifting arrangement of O Come, All Ye Faithful. Some   

former pupils joined in the encore arrangement of Ding Dong Merrily on High, which was a 

jubilant ending to a fantastic night of music.                    Mr Grehan-Bradley 

 

 
Art Attack! 

Durham County Council Showcase Exhibition  

The Art Department was invited by Ian Lightfoot 

(Durham’s Specialist Advisor for Art and Design) to    

exhibit some of our student’s work in County Hall, in   

order to showcase the talents of our young people.  

The work of the following past and present students is 

currently on display:  Zac Remmington, Katherine    

Fairbairn, Abigail Mitchell, 

Sara Preston, Thomas    

Russell, Laura Kendall,   

Rebecca Miller, Beth Fuller, 

Daniel Callaghan, Rachel 

Turner, Jamie Donaldson 

and Rebecca Smith. 

The Arts 
Music Department:  Advent Concert 

Harry Potter Book Night:  Night of Spells 

On Wednesday 3rd February, 20 pupils and staff from St Leonard’s took part in the second  

Harry Potter Night.  It was a night of wizarding fun, where pupils had to duel, learn to make eggs 

float, move a can across the table without touching it, and to find lost spell books.  With 

Ravenclaw in the lead, it looked as though they were set to take the House Cup for a second 

time.  It all came down to the important House Quiz.  With pens at the ready, Slytherin      

managed to steal the show by 150 house points for knowing what spell would reveal the last 

spell a wand cast (Priori Incantato for those Potter fans who were wondering!).  Congratulations 

to Slytherin and thank you to all those who took part. We look forward to next year’s night. 
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Team Slytherin! 

Life Drawing 

In December, five of our A Level students participated in this year’s Catholic Partnership Life 

Drawing Day held at the University of Sunderland.  Our students spent the day drawing 

from two life models in classes fully tutored by University staff. The classes provided our 

students with invaluable experience in developing their technical drawing skills and in turn 

produced work for their coursework portfolios, which will also be used for their           

forthcoming University interviews.  

Christmas Card Competition Winners 

Last term in the Art          

Department, our pupils were 

busy designing Christmas 

cards for our annual         

competition.  We received 

many entries which were 

judged by Mr Sutcliffe and Mr Campbell with the   

overall winning design being professionally printed in 

school and produced into the official 2015 St 

Leonard’s Christmas card which was sent out to our 

Governors and feeder primary school.                 

Congratulations to our winners and to all pupils who 

participated.                                          Mr Sutcliffe 



 

The SEND Department have been running several     

initiatives since September to enrich the school         

experience of many pupils within St Leonards.  Every 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, selected pupils        

participate in the ‘Rapid Reading’ course in the library 

where they are engaged to develop their skills and the 

enjoyment of reading.  Books are accessed, read both 

individually and within groups and IT is used to        

enhance the experience. 

Lunch times are a busy 

time!  On Mondays, 

Tuesdays and         

Thursdays, CY1 is 

open for pupils who 
need to access a quiet 

and calm area.     

Sometimes the hustle and bustle of the eating areas 

can be a little daunting for pupils who require time to 

gather their thoughts or to complete homework.    

During Wednesday and Friday lunch times, Homework 

Club takes place in DT1.  This is an opportunity for 

pupils to catch up on any tasks they need to complete.  

Sixth Formers attend these sessions to offer help and 

advice to younger pupils.  Their time and patience is 

very much appreciated by the pupils and staff and 

strong relationships have been formed between the 

year groups within St Leonard’s. 

 

Between 3.30pm and 4.30pm every Tuesday,            

Wednesday and Thursday, After School Homework 

Club is offered in the library for any pupils who want 

to use the facilities and resources available to them.  

Learning Support Assistants oversee these sessions and 

provide their knowledge and support to everyone. 

 

Life within Learning Support can be hectic, but we will 
always make time for pupils who need support to 

make their time at St Leonard’s as rewarding and     

fulfilling as possible.  As with all staff, colleagues within 

the department are available before school to talk 

through any concerns and worries a student may have 

which will prevent their day from running smoothly. 

 

Mrs Fannen, Mrs Grant and Mrs Latham 

From the Front:  Girls’ Football 

The Under-16s football team competed in the Jill Scott Tournament at Gateshead College.  The tournament gave 

the girls a chance to play against some of the best teams from across the whole of the north east.  They only lost 

one game and finished a very respectable third place.  The girls also got to meet Jill Scott, a footballer who     

currently plays for Manchester City Ladies and the England National Team as a midfielder.  The FIFA technical   

report into the 2011 Women's World Cup described Scott as one of England's four outstanding players; and 

therefore meeting her was very exciting. 

The same team are also through to the final of the County Cup again and are defending their title for the third 

time.  A huge thank you to Dylan Huffer, 13S, who has helped manage and run the team for the last two seasons. 

Mrs Bell 

All Rise! 
 

Year 13 BTEC Business students visited Durham Crown Court, as part of 

their studies in law.  They observed a range of cases from the public gallery 

and were able to see the barristers and judge at work, as well as other 

court staff.  The jury were present in one of the cases and a witness gave 

evidence against the defendants.  Students were able to experience the       

formality and procedures followed in a Crown Court.  

Mrs Tomlinson 

Scholastic Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book 

Fair will be in the school library 

from Monday 29th February to 

Friday 4th March, this year       

coinciding with World Book Day. 

        Miss Waldock 6 

From SEND 

Rugby Report 

 

After the highs of winning their recent rugby league tournament the Year 7 rugby team turned their hand to   

rugby union.  This would be the first time over half the team would play in a rugby union match so there were 

some nerves and doubts before kick off.  The team had travelled to Maiden Castle to play in a round robin    

tournament against not only some very formidable opposition but also bitterly cold weather. The first opponents 

were Dene School and this proved to be a good match in terms of both teams’ experience but a strong          

performance from Jack Murray and Joseph Ayorinde proved too much.  Despite the cold, the boys played five 

games over the course of two and a half hours.  Every game was played at a fast and hard tempo with some big 

tackles and some fantastic tries scored.  The young St Leonard's team did exceptionally well and managed to win 

three of their matches.  Overall the night was hugely successful and some fantastic experience gained for all the 

players.  The team now are looking towards their next match with eager anticipation.  

Mr Hughes 



Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Spring Half Term 2016 Friday  12.2.16 Monday  22.2.16 

Easter 2016 Thursday  24.3.16 Monday  11.4.16 

May Day Holiday 2016 Friday  29.4.16 Tuesday  3.5.16 

Summer Half Term 2016 Friday  27.5.16 Monday 6.6.16 

Summer 2016 Friday 15.7.16 Wednesday 7.9.16 

Autumn Half Term 2016 Friday 21.10.16 Monday 31.10.16 

Christmas 2016 Friday 16.12.16 Wednesday 4.1.17 

Spring Half Term 2017 Friday 17.2.17 Monday 27.2.17 

Easter 2017 Thursday 7.4.17 Monday 24.4.17 

May Day Holiday 2017 Friday 28.4.17 Tuesday 2.5.17 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2015 — 2017 

There have been some issues reported by youngsters using the ooVoo app at home, 

who have received offensive and sexually explicit contacts from strangers. 

Children and parents should be advised that the app is not suitable for children under 

the age of 13 and that the default privacy settings (which allow complete strangers to 

videoconference with the user) can render it quite hazardous even to older children. 

ooVoo’s terms and conditions limit the use of the app to children over 13.  However 

this does not make its use illegal, just in breach of their agreement with ooVoo. 

We would like to remind parents to regularly check their children’s devices, discuss the use of    

social media apps with their children and to ensure parental controls are enabled on devices. 

For older children it would be wise to change the privacy settings so that they set them so no 

strangers can contact them. In the settings section, go to ‘Privacy & Security’ and it asks ‘When 

people search ooVoo, who can find me?’.  They should then either select ‘People who know my 

email address or ooVoo ID’ or ‘No one’. 

If a child reports either receiving or being asked to share sexually explicit images this should be  

regarded as a safeguarding concern, the device should not be used (to preserve any                
evidence) and your local police should be informed in the usual way.   

Contact Information 

Do you receive the weekly email to parents?   

If the answer is no, then we probably do not have your most up to date email address on our system. 

Please contact the school on admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk using the email address which is assigned as the 

first priority contact person, because this is where the message will be sent to. Address the subject ‘for the    

attention of Mrs Simpson’ and please include your child’s name and Tutor Group in the body of the email.  

If you have any changes to your personal details such as telephone and mobile numbers or change of address 

please remember to let the school know as soon as possible. 

Thank you.               From the school office 
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Absence from School  

 
“Schools should advise parents to notify them 

on the first day the child is unable to attend 
due to illness. Schools should authorise      

absences due to illness unless they have   

genuine cause for concern about the veracity 

of an illness.  If the authenticity of illness is in 

doubt, schools can request parents to provide 

medical evidence to support illness.”   

        -DfE Guidance on Attendance 

 

When informing us that your son/

daughter is or will be absent from school 

via email or voicemail can you please   

provide us with the following                    

information.   

-       Pupil’s Name,  

-       Year/Tutor Group 

-       Brief reason for the absence.   

 

If we have not received a reason for the 

absence the school must ask parents to 

provide a written absence note.  

Thank you for your help and support with 

this.     

mailto:admin@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk
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