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Message from the Head Teacher 
Thanks to all involved in the production of “Snow White” last week 
and to those of you who supported it.  This week we have the Advent 
Concert on Thursday at 7pm in the Sports Hall.  Pupils and staff will 
end the term with an Advent Service on Friday afternoon. 

School Visits Abroad 

Some parents have been understandably concerned about their        
children’s safety if travelling abroad.  Please be assured that we will    
follow any advice or instructions given by the relevant authorities in 
relation to planned visits abroad. Currently these are all set to go 
ahead. 

Traffic near school 

Please take great care when dropping off or collecting children.  The 
streets around school are very narrow and can become congested; we 
all need to give consideration to those who live in the vicinity.  

Charity Fund Raising 

Thanks to pupils and families for your support of various charity      
appeals this term and for your ongoing support of groups of Year 12 
and 13 who are heading to Mexico and Peru next summer.  We also 
have some students participating in Project Trust after their studies.   
All those who are involved in these great experiences will appreciate 
your interest, prayers and money! 

As 2015 draws to an end may I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
peaceful and happy 2016. 

Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Cover 

On this issue’s front cover 
we have an image of Our  
Lady and baby Jesus being 
visited by the shepherds on 
that Christmas night, in the 
form of a stained glass      
window. 

Consultation on Admission Arrangements for St Leonard’s Catholic School 2017-18 

 
Where changes to admission arrangements are intended, all schools are required to consult before these are 
determined and published. 
 
Please go to the school website to view the policy for consultation for 2017-18  
(http://www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/). 
 
A consultation response form is available by request from the school.  
 
The governing body will consider all comments received before they determine the arrangements for 2017-18. 
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Message from Head Boy and Head Girl 

Our Vision 

First of all we’d like to say thank you to everyone who has supported the various   
appeals this term. From the sacks of donated clothing for refugees to the stacks of 
Christmas shoeboxes, we’ve seen huge participation from all year groups in helping those 
less fortunate than ourselves.  Even in the busy run-up to Christmas we saw tins upon tins 
of tuna as well as a whole host of other non-perishable items donated.  These will be        
distributed between local food banks and delivered to refugees at various borders. 

With regards to next year we would like to inform you of several innovative and exciting 
opportunities that you can get involved in: 

 an art competition to design a crest for your house as well as a chance to             
incorporate a house animal which will be used in inter-house competitions: eg St  
John Boste Jaguars, St Hild Hawks,  St Bede Bears and St Cuthbert Cobras; 

 a tutoring service provided by Sixth Form students for Year 11’s who would 
like extra help with particular subjects and exam preparation.  This will not 
only help those preparing for GCSEs but also create stronger bonds between year groups; 

 further sporting and academic activities including inter-house netball, badminton, poetry and mental 
maths competitions. 

Throughout 2016 we would like to encourage all students to take notice of our “Learn More, Do More”    
message.  We will regularly update the board opposite the main school library with interesting facts and       
current affairs as well as sending Tutors various activities to ensure all students can expand their knowledge  
beyond the classroom. 

Finally we would like to wish all students, staff, parents and carers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Chris McKeown and Sarah Baillie 

 

  “Looking at the man in the mirror:                              
A Whistle-blower’s experience”  

 
Being enthusiastic AS History and Politics students, the opportunity presented to us 
by the announcement that Lieutenant Colonel Ian Foxley, an ex-army man and     
unashamed whistle-blower, would be speaking in commemoration of St Leonard’s 
Day, was too good to refuse!  After being swept away by the shocking story of   
Foxley’s uncovering of corruption within both Saudi Arabian and British institutions 
as prominent as the MOD and HSBC, where payments to the Cayman Islands of 
cars, jewellery and wads of money were reminiscent of the scandal surrounding 

FIFA, we were treated to a thoroughly thought provoking, challenging narrative of ethnical decision making.  
Would we stand by and let things we didn’t believe in within our workplaces and daily lives, run riot?  Or  
would we be brave enough, not to snitch, but to honestly tell the truth, regardless of the consequences?  The 
ensuing questions and answers brought to light the audience concerns; how could the governorship of the NHS 
be passed to someone who had no knowledge of that organisation?  As the talk finished, we left having been 
thoroughly entertained, yet also with a new outlook on life.  Roll on next year. 
                                                                                             Joseph Grehan-Bradley 12O and Jerome Yates 12N 
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Some of the Sixth Formers            
fundraising for various projects 



 

 
 
 
If ever there was a play suited to Advent, then 
this is it.  One of Shakespeare’s final plays, ‘The      
Winter’s Tale’ is a story laced with sin,             
forgiveness, redemption and second chances;     
repellent in Leontes’ destructive jealousy and 
moving in Hermione’s patient suffering.  The last 
scene brought inevitable misty eyes from the    
audience, as the fragility of time and the            
inexorable human need to destroy oneself were 
countered by a mother’s love, that not even death 
could defeat. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Theatre at its best has a power to move and 
change us; the chance to see one of Shakespeare’s 
most beautifully painful plays streamed live from 
the Garrick theatre in London, was very useful for 
the 40 A Level students present, but was also 
profoundly effecting in terms of the damage 
caused by split second hubristic choices.  I am 
sure that Judi Dench and Kenneth Branagh’s   

heart-rendering performances 
will live long in all our      
memories. 
 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 
 

 

‘The Merchant of Venice’ October 2015 
 
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice is one of 
his darkest plays, exploring themes of greed, 
revenge, religion and sixteenth century anti-
Semitism.  The Propeller ‘pocket’ version, with 
a cast of six male actors, that the Gifted and 
Talented English pupils went to see at the  
Gala theatre, brought the play grippingly to 
life in one hour, abandoning the minor      
characters, comedy and superfluous scenes to 
concentrate on the essence of the plot. 
This potted version of the play was extremely 
effective in getting to the heart of the matter. 
All the keynote speeches were retained ‘the 
quality of mercy is not strained…’, ‘doth not a 
Jew bleed?’, and with a framework of being 
imprisoned figuratively, by family choices and 
a lust for money, acceptance of segregation, 
this was a most compelling and intelligent 
production. 
At the end, the actors returned to the stage 
for one of the most erudite question and   
answer sessions I have ever witnessed.  
A fantastic evening was had by all. 

 At the Theatre 

“If I was forced to save one Shakespeare play, I 
think my hand would hover over ‘Hamlet’ and ‘King 
Lear’ before finally opting for ‘The Winter’s Tale’.” 

         - Charles Spencer, ‘The Daily Telegraph’ 

All Things Shakespearean! 

:  KBLive 2015 
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Henry V:  RSC Live       

To mark the 600th anniversary of the battle 
of Agincourt, the RSC once again streamed 
a live performance of one of their           
productions into school.  
As a result pupils from St Leonard’s joined 
thousands of pupils across Britain to watch 
the compelling story of Prince Hal assuming 
the mantle of kingship, conscience and    
eventually the throne of France.  
It was incredibly exciting to see live theatre 
of such calibre in an ordinary school hall, 
and when our presence in the huge         
audience was announced, a delighted cheer 
rang out! 
Adaptation, as Darwin pointed out, is          
necessary for survival.  The Arts are     
adapting to the problems of dwindling      
audiences in an imaginative and very         
exciting way. 

 Dickens Abridged:  Gala Theatre, 13th October  

  

Dickens… Abridged? What does the ‘Abridged’ exactly 
mean?  If ‘Abridged’ meant music, laughter, Kermit the Frog 
impressions and four Americans with guitars and    ukuleles, 
then the GCSE English Course would be so much easier.  
This jewel of a comedy makes the difficult-to-read texts of 

Charles Dickens easily accessible to all, as well as giving a hilarious interpretation of the great man’s life. It is the 
work of Adam Long, founder of the famous Reduced Shakespeare Company, to put versions of Oliver Twist, Nich-
olas Nickleby, Little Dorrit, Great Expectations, Bleak House, David Copperfield and A Christmas Carol along with a biog-
raphy of Dickens’ life into just…90 minutes.  Believe me, I’ve read Oliver Twist (which took me three days to 
read) and Dickens Abridged only took five minutes to fully tell the story.  The fantastic acting, music and comedy 
held everything together and the play just left the audience in fits of hysterics.  
 
But the jewel in the crown of the play was A Christmas Carol.  Wonderfully funny, this was the part of the play 
where the afore-mentioned Kermit the Frog impressions and savage satire of the England Rugby Team came in. 
This properly ended the play, showing the true comedy colours of the cast and script.  
 
If you see any posters for a performance of Dickens Abridged, book your tickets NOW.  It is a magical comedy 
that has to be seen to be believed.  Now, please excuse me if I go and book my tickets for the Tiny Tim World 
Tour 2016…  

Alex Cave, 10S    

‘Of Mice and Men’ NTLive 2015 
 

Steinbeck’s great American story of two migrant workers, George and 
Lennie, drifting through a vast American dustbowl landscape towards a 
terrible, inevitable fate, may have been out of favour with Michael 
Gove, but most certainly not with the 70 Year 11 pupils who were        
fortunate to see the acclaimed Broadway version through NTLive. 
 
Steinbeck’s deceptively simply told story is calibrated towards tragedy 
from the outset, but it was the enthralling directorial choices of live 
folk music, terrifying fight choreography and an almost ballet like orchestrated feel to set changes, as well as 
achingly poignant central performances by Chris O’Dowd and James Franco, that made the performance     
mesmeric, whilst paradoxically being almost unbearable to watch. 
 
‘Of Mice and Men’ has been described as a truly epic story, showing human beings at the mercy of nature,     
suffering from the effects of oppression and poverty, but at its centre is a story of friendship that manages to 
provide an antidote to the crippling loneliness of the Great Depression induced migrancy, ‘the                         
loneliest guys in the world…’ 
 
‘But not us! An’ why? Because…because I got you to look after me, and you got me to look                                
after you, and that’s why.’ 
 
The English department, with much reluctance, bids this life affirming tale farewell. 
                  Mrs Grehan-Bradley 5 



 

 

Time to Reflect 
The Sixth Form retreat to Ampleforth this year had a bit of twist on it...mercy.  Our main 
theme of the retreat was based on this Jubilee Year of Mercy; where when one sinner repents, 
there are many celebrations in Heaven.  This supported our reflection of the parable of the 
Prodigal Son, where we learnt that no matter how bad the sin, the fact that we return back to 
the Lord for mercy, we will be forgiven.  Quiet reflection, Gospel evaluation and the             
celebration of Mass allowed us to look at our own sins and way of life that need mercy.  This 
led to our service of reconciliation and confession which refreshed our relationship with God.  
Overall, it was a moving experience that I would recommend to all! 
                 Kieran Liddle, 12L 

From the Chaplain 

Advent Retreat 

This week my tutor group went on retreat to Ushaw College, which is a 
200 year old building built in a similar style to the original part of St 
Leonard’s.  It is seen as a spiritual place, as priests used to be trained 
there, which makes it perfect for a retreat.  After arriving we were      
introduced to the President there,  Father John.  We spent some time in 
the former Common Room before we went to the Chapel which was 
beautifully designed with some amazing cosmetics throughout.  Back in 

the common room, we did some activities in groups starting with a bit of an “icebreaker” where we said a few 
facts about ourselves.  We also took part in a Christmas based group quiz.  Following this, we did various    
activities such as making decorations, writing a prayer, and discussing scripture.  Overall the day was peaceful 
and a welcome “retreat” from normal school life. 

Anthony Robson, 10L 

Primary Visits 
In October and November, I visited many of our feeder primary schools spending time with     
pupils in Years 5 and 6.  In October we looked at choices, and how as people of faith we are   
never alone in making choices.  As October is the month of the Rosary, we made 
Rosaries and Rosary keyrings.  
In the schools I visited in November we looked at the theme of Remembrance and 

the Holy Souls.  Pupils made individual poppies and wrote the names of loved ones who had gone before us 
and then added them to a class wreath which they used in their class collective worship. 

Our pupils are once again rising to the challenge 
of helping their brothers and sisters in need.  
Having had an overwhelming response to our 
autumn refugee appeal, pupils are once again  
donating items of food, toiletries and gifts to be 
given to charities to hand out to refugees and 
asylum seekers in the North East to help them 
celebrate Christmas. 
Thank you. 

 
Congratulations to all those who have been confirmed    
recently from the parishes of St Cuthbert’s Chester-le-
Street, St Bede’s Sacriston and St Joseph’s Birtley. 
Pupils from the West Durham family of Parishes are         

currently preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in the 
New Year so please keep them in your prayers. 

On Wednesday 9th December, Mr Dodd, Miss Smith, Catherine 
Simcox and 20 pupils marked the season of Advent in St Mary’s 
Cathedral Newcastle at the Hexham & Newcastle Catholic       
Partnership Advent Service.  The service was titled ‘Illuminate’ and 
focussed on Jesus as the Light of the World.  The candlelit service, 
readings and fantastic music and singing really helped us all focus on 
the season of Advent as a time of hope and joy as well as a time of 
preparation for the coming of Christ as Christmas. 
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Catherine Simcox 

 

Duke of Edinburgh  
93 of our bravest Year 12 students have completed a gruelling Duke of      
Edinburgh expedition in the last month.  Temperatures in November      
plummeted to -2°C and it is pleasing to see that in the main the students   
responded admirably.  Their second expedition will take place in either 
March or April and dates for signing up will be made available soon.  Students 
need to be working on their physical, skill and volunteering challenges in the   
meantime. 

Mr Hutchinson 

Early morning, Sunday 8th November, 16 Year 13         
students accompanied by Mr Hutchinson and Miss 
Blackie met at Durham train station to depart Durham 
for their journey to London.   
 
After checking into the delightful Pembridge Palace    
Hotel, Nottinghill Gate we began our action packed 
itinerary with a visit to Camden.  Many of the group 
had not been to Camden before and certainly ‘gaped’ 
like tourists at the spectacular sights.  From Camden 
we went onto Westfield Shopping Centre, Stratford 
which is part of one of the largest urban regeneration 
projects ever undertaken in the UK, and it is ideally   
positioned on the doorstep of the Olympic Park.  From 
there, we made our way to the Southbank and saw the 
sights of London illuminated at night from the London 
Eye, ending our evening at the Namco centre! 
 
Monday began with an early breakfast as we had     
timetabled an action packed day. Attractions visited   
included London Dungeons and the Natural History 
Museum, where many of the group were brave enough 

to go ice skating – luckily no one was injured, Torvill 
and Dean need not worry!  We visited the sights of 
Buckingham Palace and 10 Downing Street, Harrods 
and then to the theatre to see ‘Billy Elliot – The        
Musical’. 
  
Tuesday was just as busy, 
starting with a visit and tour 
of the Palace of Westminster 
and Parliament followed by a 
workshop in the new        
Education Centre on the  
topic of Elections and Voting.  
Further attractions were visited including London Film 
Museum – Bond in Motion, the largest collection of 
James Bond vehicles and Madame Tussauds. 
 
We packed a lot into our visit to the capital but        
everyone enjoyed the visit despite feeling extremely 
tired on the home journey. 
                                                       Miss Blackie 
 

Sixth Form News 

Business and ICT Students visit London 8th – 10th November 

GCSE Year 11 Photography Visit to Beamish 
 

On 6th October the Art Department took their Year 11           
Photography pupils to visit the Beamish Museum.  The        
purpose of the visit was to complete a photo shoot for their 
next coursework project. Our students had the opportunity   
to explore and photograph the wide range of historical               
places at the Museum and are now using the                                 
photo shoot for their current coursework                                    
project.  
 

Mr Sutcliffe and Mr Kivlehan 

Photograph by                
Marianne Redshaw 

Photograph by 
Jamie Bayes 
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    Photograph by Caitlin Ord 

Photograph by Joseph Dixon 



The World of 

Sport! 
 

 

 

 

Its not all about the classroom…. 

Our Year 12 and 13 BTEC students have had an    
incredibly busy term.  Having volunteered in excess 
of 100 hours, they have enjoyed time working with 
youngsters within our local Primary Schools, the 
Catholic Partnership, across the Durham District, and 
also our own school. 

With a CV fit to burst, you 
can’t help but be impressed 
that to think in 12 weeks 
they have become qualified 
climbing instructors, RFU 
Tag Rugby Referees, ECB 
Cricket Activators, and have 
secured a place on the 
Durham County Leadership 
Academy which will allow 
them to access further     
National Governing Body 
coaching and refereeing qualifications. 

 

Some of the highlights have been working with    
Danielle Hazel who was part of the Ashes winning 
Cricket team, as well as Tamara Taylor who was part 
of the World Cup winning Rugby Union team.  Both 
athletes have spent time working with our BTEC   
students here at St Leonard’s, and have been         
impressed at their leadership skills. 

Whilst the endorsement of 
England's finest is always      
welcome, we know just how 
great these students are.  It 
will probably come as no  
surprise, that the Year 13 
BTEC students have currently 
received all of their offers 
from University to study 
Sport related degrees.  

Mrs Hockaday 

Climbing High! 

The BTEC Sport students 
have also been instrumental 
with the fantastic progress 
the Year 10 GCSE PE pupils 
have made on the climbing 
wall.  Within a matter of 
weeks they have helped the 
Year 10 pupils literally go 
from the ground to the      
dizzying heights of the sports 
climbing 
wall, 
over 
12m up! 

 

 

Catholic Partnership Indoor Athletics 

On Monday 16th November the Catholic Partnership Indoor Athletics        
Competition was held at the Dolphin Centre, Darlington.  Every school in the 
Diocese was invited to send along boys’ and girls’ teams from Years 7 and 8 to 
compete against each other, in what has become a very popular event in recent 
years.  We took two boys’ teams of eight pupils each and they were allowed to 
compete in a maximum of five events, three on the track and two in the field.  
Both teams conducted themselves very well on the day and there were some        
excellent performances in all events, some highlights included two first place    
finishes for Matthew Lumb in the two lap and four lap races, a very strong first 
place for Sean Young in the six lap races in the Year 7 competition and in the 
Year 8 event Leon McLaughlan won his two lap race very comfortably and     
Jordan Harker came first in his four lap race.  

All of the pupils who attended the event were again a credit to St Leonard’s and 
we are very proud to announce that the Year 7 team came third overall and the 
Year 8 team were fourth, which is an outstanding achievement given the        
standard of competitors from other schools.  Well done to all concerned! 

Mr Bell 8 

Cross Country 
Well done to the following who performed superbly well at the Area Cross Country Championships in         
November at Framwellgate School and have qualified to represent the County in January:  
 
 Joseph Grehan-Bradley        Jack Halton 
 Alexander Hampshire        Matthew Hunt 
 Scott Melvin             William Morgan-Rippon 
 Matthew Simpson          Oliver Stephenson  
 Michael Wade          Oliver Wilkinson 
 Patrick Young          Sean Young 
 
Special mention to Joseph Grehan-Bradley who comfortably won his Sixth Form race by over 300 metres in 

what was an exceptional performance.  
 
We wish all the boys the very best of luck representing the County and the school in the next 
round. Well Done!!             Mr Bell 

 

All things Rugby! 
The school’s rugby club has got off to a flying start with pupils from Years 7-10 attending to hone their skills. 
A wide variety of pupils have attended some looking to socialise and stay fit and others enjoying learning 
about the sport whilst getting covered in mud.  Pupils have been encouraged to challenge themselves and   
others to brave the wet muddy conditions and learn real values and benefits of sport.  The pupils are already 
looking forward to the beginning of 2016 where they will be competing in several tournaments and proudly 
representing their school on the pitch.  Any pupils who would like to take part are invited to attend every 
Tuesday night at the gym straight after school.  If pupils have any questions then they should see Mr Hughes. 
 
The school has been very fortunate to have had a professional Rugby League player in working with two Year 
7 boys’ classes.  He is delivering six sessions which will be followed by a tournament to be hosted by        
Newcastle Thunder in December.  All of the boys have thoroughly enjoyed the coaching and the opportunity 
to try something new and hopefully a few will go on to be more involved in the sport once the sessions have       
finished. 

Fitness and Football 

        The Friday after school club continues to be popular with over 40 boys regularly attending to get a 
little bit fitter and play a little bit of football at the same time. Since mid–November the club has moved 
inside to give us more light and involves use of the fitness room and getting involved in a 5-a-side          
tournament in the sports hall.  The club is open to boys from all years if anyone would like to come 
along and get involved.              
                    Mr Bell 

On Wednesday 9th December, 18 brave Year 7 boys stepped out into the unknown to face not only an          
unknown opposition but also the elements!  Kingston Park, home of the Newcastle Falcons, was the venue for 
the Sky Try Rugby Festival.  The pupils hadn’t previously played together as a team, bonded quickly playing some 
outstanding rugby from the off.  Tackles flew in, with the pupils of St Leonard's proving the point that it doesn't 
matter how big you are, if you hit them hard enough they will go down!  It was this stone wall of a defence that 
saw all opposition falter and struggle to score.  With a chemistry within the team beginning to develop the pace 
at which the ball was moved baffled defence.  Try after try was scored as no defence was able to stop wave after 
wave of blue attacks.  The final was played against Joseph Swan, known for their speed and power.  The scene 
was set, all the boys played extremely well but the resilience from St Leonard's paid off to win by three try's to 
one.  A massive congratulations must go to the boys who were the epitome of true rugby players, young        
gentleman on and off the pitch.  They now looking forward to after Christmas and the games which await them.  

9 Mr Hughes and Mr Bell 



  There’s nothing Bad about Badminton! 

 

The Catholic Partnership Badminton Tournament 2015, organised by 
St Leonard’s, took place at the Louisa Centre Stanley, hosting eight 
schools.  All 120 participants from Years 8 and 9 who took part 
demonstrated their passion and drive to compete and contribute to 
a successful event.  Our own BTEC Sport students from Years 12 
and 13 supported the event, through umpiring and scoring games 
throughout the day.   

Our pupils played some exciting and excellent badminton.  They showed 
how dedication, training and teamwork can lead to success.  Their         
outstanding performances led to the boys winning the overall Year 9 boys 
trophy and our Year 9 girls came third.  They now look forward to the 
Durham District Badminton Championships to further their success. 

Mr Hughes 

 

Break down of this season’s fixtures 

Netball round up 

It has been a real mixed season for the girls netball teams this season.  
As manager, I would be the first to admit that I did not set the fixture list to our liking,  
which failed to allow us to ease ourselves gently into the season.  Having said that, the  
girls have worked tirelessly for each other, and have produced some superb performances  
and results.  
We have fielded teams at every age group from Year 7 to Sixth Form, and fulfilled every fixture.  That in  
itself is an achievement to be celebrated when you consider the number of commitments the girls have after 
3.15pm.  All in all when you win more matches than you lose, it’s a good season! 
The season and training will resume in January, where we will start to prepare for the Catholic Partnership    
tournaments, and the Durham District League tournaments. 
As ever, I would like to thank the girls for playing so well, and to all of the parents who have been permanent  
taxi drivers. 
                   Mrs Hockaday 

...Sports continued 

   Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Sixth Form 

Chorister  Lost 2‐8  Lost 5‐8    

Played in the 
Durham       
District School  
tournament. 
Finished      
second in the 
first leg of the    
tournament. 

Played in the 
Durham    
District School   
tournament. 
Finished third 
in the first leg 
of the          
tournament. 

Durham 
School 

Won 7‐5  Won 15‐8  Won 16‐12  Draw 7‐7 

Durham High 
A 

Lost 1‐14  Lost 5‐8  Lost 4‐15  Lost 7‐15 

Durham High 
B 

Won 6‐0  Won 6‐1  Won 5‐1  Won 9‐1 

Park View  Lost 1‐4  Won 10‐1  Won 6‐2  Won 10‐5 

Framwellgate  Won 8‐1  Won 15‐3  Won 17‐3  Won 16‐5 

Durham 
Johnston 

Lost 0‐8  Lost 7‐9  Lost 5‐10  Won 19‐8 
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Gently down the Stream? Boat Club News 

Racing  

Throughout this term, the club has been taking part in the Long Distance Sculling Series.  However, the long      
distance ‘head’ season got underway with a 500m sprint regatta on our home stretch of river.  Below is a   
breakdown of the winning results involving St Leonard’s pupils:  

Durham Autumn Regatta Winners 

WJ16 quad - Bethany Turnbull, Lauren Beanland, Olivia Campbell, Lucy Callan 

WJ15 quad – Lenie Zeze, Lucy Abley, Lucy Matthewson, Honour Farmer, Tom Rowlands (cox) 

WJ15 double – Eleanor Rea, Honor Farmer           WJ15 1x – Eleanor Rea  

Wansbeck LDS  

WJ16 quad – Eleanor Connor, Lauren Beanland, Lucy Callan, Bethany Turnbull 

WJ16 double – Eleanor Connor, Lauren Beanland         MJ16 single – Joshua Dodds  

Tees LDS  

WJ15 quad – Lenie Zeze, Morgan Ward, Honor Farmer, Lucy Abley, Tom Rowlands (cox)  

Durham LDS  

WJ16 double – Eleanor Connor, Bethany Turnbull  

Indoor Rowing  

Representatives of St Leonard’s School Boat 
Club (SLSBC) also put in two strong showings at 
the indoor rowing competitions at Durham ARC 
and Maiden Castle in October and November 
respectively.  There are 10 rowers from Year 7 
up to Year 13 who will now go on to represent 
the school at Maiden Castle in the regional 
championships in March.  

Swimathon 2015  

As they have done for several years now, rowers from 
Years 8 to 13 turned out in good numbers for their half 
hour slot in the Rotary Club’s annual swimathon.  The 
swimathon seeks to raise 
money for the Lord Mayor’s   
charities.  Special mention 
goes to our top three    
swimmers:  Eleanor Connor 
(52 lengths), Lenie Zeze (50) 
and Jude Parkinson (43).  

With thanks  

This term has been the first without Mr Stonehouse’s constant presence in school and in the ergo room.    
However, it is pleasing to hear that he has been selected as the Northern region’s ‘volunteer of the year’ in this 
year’s British Rowing awards for his services to the rowing club.   

Our thanks must go to the Friends of St Leonard’s who have kindly donated money which will go towards new 
safety equipment.  

Rowers are now focussing on winter training in preparation for the final head races and early regattas. All 
squads are settled into their training schedules and are showing great commitment.  Some pupils have surprised 
even themselves with the 7.30 starts (and getting ready for school in less than 30 minutes!).  

The boat club currently has a healthy number of members, so anyone wishing to start rowing should speak with 
me first.   

Mr Smith 11 



Music Department News 

A night at the Opera:  Monday 19th 

October  

Lydia Cave Piano Grade 6 

Rebecca Dover Piano Grade 6 

Lucy Grehan-Bradley Piano Grade 6 

Michael Ingleby Piano Grade  1 

Jasmine Starbuck Piano Grade 4 

George Theakston Piano Grade 6 

Emily Brown Violin Grade 3 

Shay Seaton Drum Kit Grade 1 

Pippa Clements Violin Grade 3 

Moses Hung Violin Grade 6 

Matthew Hann Trumpet Grade 4 

George Theakston Violin Grade 4 

On Sunday 22nd November, Joseph Grehan-Bradley and Rebecca Smith 
organised a fund raising concert in aid of their expedition to Peru in 
2016. The concert, held on the feast day of St Cecilia took place in St 

Godric’s Church and saw performances from 
pupils, past pupils and special guests:  the 
Durham County Youth Choir.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 

Congratulations to the following pupils 
who have recently passed their music         
examinations. 
 
Have you taken a music examination         
recently?  Please let Mr Grehan-Bradley 
know, and your name can be in the next 
newsletter. 

 A Song for St Cecilia 

St Leonard’s pantomime group successfully performed Snow White over two nights 
last week to an enthralled audience.  The majority of the cast had never taken part in 
pantomimes before and thoroughly enjoyed the nature 
in which they are performed, whether they were actors, 
dancers or backstage crew.  The Dwarfs in particular 

brought the house down on both occasions with their theatrics and 
costume designs.  The new members of the cast rose to the          
challenge of leading roles with star performances and many of the 
younger Year 8 and 9 pupils have been ear marked for future    
leading roles.   
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Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

BUDDING CHEF TRIUMPHS AT FUTURECHEF COOKING COMPETITION! 
 

On 24th November 2015, two St Leonard’s pupils took part in the second stage of         
Futurechef at Darlington College, after winning the first stage in October.  Eleanor Rea, 
Year 10, was crowned winner of the regional final with her menu of roast salmon with 
chorizo sautéed potatoes, asparagus and zingy salsa and panna cotta and raspberry coulis. 
The dishes were highly praised on the day and deemed ‘restaurant 
standard’ by the judges.  
She will now attend the next stage in February 2016 in York, with 
hopes of reaching the final stage in March.  To help her prepare 

for the next stage of the competition, Eleanor will be mentored by Paul O’Hara, Head 
Chef at Rockliffe Hall Hotel.  

Well Done Eleanor!  
             Mr Dunford 

Mock Interviews  
In November, all pupils in Year 11 had an interview 
with a business ambassador.  
Over the two days we had over 30 business              
ambassadors in school.  They included representatives 
from 15 different organisations and businesses,       
members of our local Rotary Club, one of our           
governors and parents who volunteered to give their 
time to assist.  The pupils were given time at the end of 
their interview to ask the interviewer any questions and 
find out more about themselves and their role.  The 
feedback from the interviewers was extremely positive: 
 Excellent event and well organised 
 Very impressed with our pupils, both in     

presentation and in the quality of their answers 
 Willing to help any time. 
A big Thank You to all who carried out the interviews 
and made this event possible. 

Mrs Mitchell 

Durham Rocks!  Pupils 
Design their own   

Rock Festival 
  

All Year 10 pupils in 
teams of six, took part in 
this enterprise activity 

competing against each other for the accolade of best 
project and pitch.  
The pupils worked really hard and delegated roles to 
ensure everything was completed on time. There was 
lots to do:  band line-ups, venue, model preparation, 
finance, posters and presentations/sale pitches.  
We had help from four of our business ambassadors 
over the two days, all of whom had marketing     
backgrounds.  
Prizes were awarded for best teamwork, best        
finances, tidiest workstation, best model, best poster 
as well as the overall best project. 

Year 7 Spelling Bee 

On Friday 27th November, ten valiant Year 7 pupils took part in the Catholic Partnership 
Spelling Bee amongst steep competition from other enthusiastic spellers.  Despite being faced 
with intimidating spellings such as ‘alacrity’ and ‘schmeat’, both teams did tremendously well by      
finishing in third and fourth place out of 13 teams, in what can only be described as a hotly    
contested trial of both precision and nerve.  Tensions were running high though, as              
unfortunately both St Leonard’s teams had a difficult final round, facing each other in a spell off 
for third place. 
 
The winning team, ‘St Bede’s, Peterlee’, thoroughly deserved their victory however.  Dominic 
Garrity won the ‘Spirit of Spelling Award’ for St Leonard’s and all participants received a          
certificate for their excellent contributions on the day.  Well done to all! 
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Eleanor’s winning entry 



Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Christmas 2015 Friday  18.12.15 Monday  4.1.16 

Spring Half Term 2016 Friday  12.2.16 Monday  22.2.16 

Easter 2016 Thursday  24.3.16 Monday  11.4.16 

May Day Holiday 2016 Friday  29.4.16 Tuesday  3.5.16 

Summer Half Term 2016 Friday  27.5.16 Monday 6.6.16 

Summer 2016 Friday 15.7.16 Wednesday 7.9.16 

Autumn Half Term 2016 Friday 21.10.16 Monday 31.10.16 

Christmas 2016 Friday 16.12.16 Wednesday 4.1.17 

Spring Half Term 2017 Friday 17.2.17 Monday 27.2.17 

Easter 2017 Thursday 7.4.17 Monday 24.4.17 

May Day Holiday 2017 Friday 28.4.17 Tuesday 2.5.17 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 To be determined 

Holiday Dates 

2015 — 2017 

Operation Christmas Child 
Once again our school supported the Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Appeal.  Many pupils filled shoe boxes at home with gifts, 
with others bringing items into school and filling their boxes             
collectively as a tutor group, some collecting money in school and then 

going shopping to buy the items for their boxes.  
However the boxes were filled, over 140 were        
donated to make a huge difference to the lives of    
children in need in other parts of the world. 
Thank you all very much for your efforts! 

Pens helps support Durham Food 
Bank 

For the past year, the library has been 
selling black pens for 10p.  Through this 
we have managed to raise an              
unbelievable £20.35 (that’s a lot of 
pens!).  With the money raised, food 
has been purchased for the Durham 
Food Bank to 
help support 
families in our 
region during 
this time of 
year. 
 
Many thanks to all who have helped 
raise this money!  

Miss Waldock 

Some pupils with their donated boxes 

14 

Congratulations to:  

Matthew Conley 
Joseph Grehan-Bradley 
Evan Thomas  

All three boys have successfully taken the Mensa test and have scored in the top 2%, which 
entitles them to membership of this prestigious institution. Well done!  
If any pupils would like to know more about the Mensa test, please speak to Mr Grehan-Bradley.  

Medical Information Notice 

Please inform the school if your child has a medical condition. 
Apart from asthma inhalers and EpiPens®, only prescribed medication that your child needs to take 
more than three times a day should be handed into the office.  A form needs to be completed and 
contact made with the school’s First Aiders regarding these arrangements. 
All medication needs to be collected at the end of every half term. 

School First Aiders 

Parental Controls 
Many children will be ge ng new electronic toys and 
gadgets over Christmas – and it important to help them 
use them safely. 
The best way of protec ng children is to play alongside 
them and help them learn safely, but se ng up Parental 
Controls on new devices will provide addi onal safety.  
This website provides guidance on how 
to set this up on a wide range of devices. 

h p://www.internetma ers.org/controls/interac ve‐guide/ 
 

 
Carols at Beamish Museum  

Sunday 20th December 2.00pm – 3.00pm 
 
Please come and join us for festive celebrations, in the Chapel at Beamish on Sunday 20th 
December, where 60 pupils from our choirs will entertain you, with carols old and new.  

Anti-Bullying Week 
This year the school, in support of anti-bullying week,        
participated in discussions and created anti-bullying            
slogans.  An anti-bullying poster competition was held, and 
the winners were Elle Finch (7R), Hewan Devilliers (7R), Olivia McIntyre (8D),   
Megan Pattinson (8D),  Jordan Quinn (13O), and a whole class commendation to 
13L.  All prize winners received a box of chocolates for their efforts. The project 
was overseen by Ear4U peer mentors, who did a great job. 

Joanne Lawrence 
Elle Finch’s winning entry 
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Prayer 
O God, as we honour with joyful devotion the Nativity of your son; remind us that we can    
readily discover his grace in the ordinariness of our everyday lives, 
Remembering you said that there is ‘more joy in giving than in receiving’. 
Grant we pray that we who are gladdened by the feast of our Redeemer’s Nativity, may through 
an honourable way of life become worthy of union with him. 
We ask you to bless us and those we love throughout this Christmas season. 

Amen 

The Durham Martyrs Parish - Mass held in St Leonard’s School 
Christmas Eve - Carols at 7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.00pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.00am 
 
Durham - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at Midnight     Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am  
 
Chester-le-Street - St Cuthbert’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 6.00pm and 8.00pm   Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 
 
Sacriston - St Bede’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 6.00pm     Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 
 
Birtley - St Joseph’s 
Christmas Eve - Carols at 11.30pm followed by Mass at Midnight 
Christmas Day - Masses at 8.30am & 10.00am 
 
West Durham Family of Parishes 
Christmas Eve - Mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse, Esh Winning at 5.00pm 
         Mass at St Michael’s, Esh Laude at 7.30pm 
Christmas Day - Mass at St Joseph’s Ushaw Moor at 10.00am 
 
Crook - Our Lady Immaculate & St Cuthbert 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 8.30pm  
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.30am 
 
Tow Law - St Joseph 
Christmas Day - Mass at 9.00am 
 
Wolsingham - St Thomas of Canterbury 
Christmas Eve - Christingle Service in the Catholic Church at 5pm  
         Vigil Mass at 7.00pm 
 
Coxhoe - St Joseph 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 6.00pm 
 
Trimdon - St William’s 
Christmas Eve - Mass at 8.00pm 
 
Sedgefield - St John Fisher 
Christmas Day - Mass at 10.45am 
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