
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Dear Year 13, 

 

For the last few weeks teachers have been explaining to you, in each of your subjects, the type of 

assessments you will be completing to bring your courses to a close. The subject guides you have 

been given indicate which of the summary assessments have taken place already and which will take 

place after Easter.  In addition, these guides will also give you a chance to see what you can do to 

prepare for the summary assessments after Easter.   

 

Summary assessments are not exams: they will take place within the classroom and are shorter than 

exams; they will have a narrower focus and you will receive more specific support to prepare you.  

All of this support will give you the very best opportunity to perform to your highest ability.  Some 

of the summary assessments will be set by the school using a range of past paper questions; some of 

the summary assessments will incorporate new material from the exam boards.  This new material 

has not yet been released so at times in the sheets for each subject you will see that we are waiting 

for details to be confirmed.  

 

The Exam Board Regulator has now released some guidance on how A Level grades will be awarded 

this summer.  Guidance for BTEC courses has not been released yet, but it is likely to be very similar 

to the guidance for A Levels and teachers will keep all BTEC students informed. Please do look at 

the guide; it is easy to read and helps explain the different stages of the process. 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-

Summer-2021.pdf 

 

The guide is very keen to stress that the grade awarded will be a ‘holistic’ grade and your teachers 

will use a range of evidence when determining a final grade.  Therefore, the summary assessments 

are important as part of this evidence, but they are not the only evidence that will be considered.  

The best way to approach the summary assessments is to see them as an opportunity to confirm 
what you have already demonstrated as well as an opportunity to see if you can achieve a higher 

grade. 

 

The full details of the school’s plans were made available on the school website a few weeks ago.  

These plans include some celebrations in the week beginning 24th May. 

 

As a year group you have coped extremely well with the disruption over the last 12 months and we 

are very proud of you for keeping going so well through so many changes.  We hope these last few 

weeks will give you a good opportunity to complete your courses to the very best of your ability. 

 

If there any are questions you would like to ask please do not hesitate to speak to me, or to your 

Head of Year Mr M Hughes. 

 

With every best wish, 

 

 

 

Mr Q Hughes 

Head of Sixth Form 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.st-leonards.durham.sch.uk/academic/2021-gcse-a-level/

