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Context  

Over the course of the two years you will study the nature of Politics in the UK and the 

functions of the institutions that run our country.  You will also compare the British 

political system to the USA’s.  Underpinning this will be a study of key political ideologies 

such as conservatism, liberalism, socialism and nationalism 

Core 

reading: 

You will be issued with all core texts in early September. However, a key part of being 

successful at A level Politics is keeping up to date with current political developments.  

To do this we highly recommend getting into the habit of reading a broadsheet 

newspaper regularly.  If you have a tablet or iPad you can often get online subscriptions 

to the major national newspapers.  

Wider 

reading: 

 

UK Politics  

 

Heywood A — Essentials of UK Politics: AS Level (Palgrave Macmillan, 2011) 

Heywood A — Key Concepts in Politics: An Introduction (Palgrave Macmillan, 2000) 

Leach R, Coxall B and Robin L — British Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2011) 

Marr A — Ruling Britannia (Penguin, 1996) 

 

US Politics  

 
Bennett, US Government & Politics (4th Edition) 

McKeever & Davies, Politics USA (3rd Edition) 

Bowles & McMahon, Government & Politics of the United States 

Lowi & Ginsberg, American Government: Power & Purpose (Brief 12th Edition) 

Ashbee, US Politics Today (3rd Edition)  

McKay, American Politics and Society (8th Edition) 

Singh, Governing America: The Politics of a Divided Democracy 

Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics (14th Edition) 

Visual 

sources 

websites: 

 

Television programmes: 

 

There are a number of regular programmes on television about politics.  Some suggested 

viewing includes: 

 

Newsnight (BBC2, Monday-Friday 10.30pm) Newsnight also has a very good website 

often including clips and articles on current political issues. 

Question time (BBC1, Thursday evenings around 10.30pm) 

Andrew Marr Show (BBC1, Sundays 9.00am)  

BBC Parliament channel also regularly has programmes on current political events as 

well as broadcasting debates and select committees from Parliament. 

 

Websites: 

www.bbc.co.uk (BBC website) 

www.gov.uk (website of the UK Government) 

www.guardian.co.uk (The Guardian newspaper) 

www.hansardsociety.org.uk (The Hansard Society for parliamentary Government) 

www.psa.ac.uk (The Political Studies Association) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/
http://www.psa.ac.uk/
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Twitter: 

 

The very nature of politics is that it is ever changing and keeping up to date with latest 

events is much easier via social media.  We strongly suggest that students create a 

separate Twitter account for A level Politics and use this to follow key news 

outlets/political correspondents and commentators.  The department has its own 

Twitter account (@STLDPolitics) which it regularly updates with relevant 

articles/comment pieces.  Some other Twitter accounts to follow include: 

 

@GdnPolitics (Guardian Politics)  @Conservatives (Conservative Party) 

@TelePolitics (Telegraph Politics)  @UKLabour (Labour Party) 

@NewStatesman (New Statesman)  @LibDems (Liberal Democrats) 

@IndyPolitics (Independent Politics)   @BBCPolitics (BBC Politics)  

@Number10gov (Prime Minister)  @UKParliament (official Parliament 

twitter) 

@NeilMcNaughton (chief examiner)  @electoralreform (Electoral Reform Society)

     

Written  

tasks 

Task 1: 

Write a definition of the following key terms.  Although some of the key terms below 

may be used in different contexts, you should find the definition of each word in 

relation to Politics: 

 

Legitimacy 

Franchise 

Sovereignty  
Democracy 

Constitution 

Government  

Proportional representation 

Mandate 

Devolution  

Referendum 

 

Task 2: 

Read Article 1 and answer the questions below 

 

1. What were the first origins of Parliament? 

2. How did the role of the Commons change between the 15th and 16th centuries? 

3. What impact did the reformation have on Parliament’s power? 

4. How did Parliament’s power change after the introduction of the Bill of Rights? 

5. In what ways has Parliament changed since the 18th century?  (you should be able to 

give 3 examples)  

 

Task 3: 

Use the internet to find out about the current UK Cabinet.  For each Cabinet position, 

find the name of the current post holder as well as a brief outline of their role within the 

British Government.  You could present your work in the form of a table if you wish. 

 

Prime Minister 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Foreign Secretary 

Home Secretary  

Leader of Her Majesty's Official Opposition 
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Leader of the House of Commons and Lord Privy Seal 

Chief Whip 

 

Task 4: 

‘Theresa May won the 2017 General Election’.  Make a case for and against this 

statement.  You could use recent news articles and election data to help write your 

arguments.  Make sure you can reference where you have got your information from. 

 

Task 5: 

Read Article 2 and answer the questions below: 

 

1. Which organisations represented the opposing sides of this issue?  

2. What suggestion is being made about why some MPs vote against plain packaging?  

3. With reference to Deborah Arnott’s quote, what do you think ‘lobbying’ might be?  

4. How do you think a ‘free vote’ differs from other votes in the House of Commons? 
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Article 2 

Plain cigarette packaging: One in four MPs who opposed measures have declared links to 

tobacco industry 

The Independent, Wednesday 11 March 2015 

One in four of the MPs who voted against introducing plain cigarette packaging today have declared links to 

tobacco industries in the past, The Independent can reveal. 

At least seven further MPs who abstained on the vote have also accepted gifts and hospitality from tobacco 

firms since 2008, including Philip Hammond, the foreign secretary. 

A majority of 254 voted in favour of the controversial measure, which will take affect from May next year.  

But eyebrows were raised by the size of the rebellion on the Conservative benches, with a majority of Tory 

MPs defying the government’s position by either opposing or abstaining on the vote. A total of 181 Tory 

MPs failed to support the introduction of unbranded packaging, backed by David Cameron. 

An analysis of the Register of Members’ Financial Interests revealed that out of the 104 Tories who voted 

against, 22 have received hospitality tickets from tobacco firms and another – the former Cabinet minister 

Ken Clarke – is a former director of British American Tobacco. 

Two of the three Labour MPs who opposed the measure also have declared tickets donated by Japan 

Tobacco International, which owns Benson & Hedges and Silk Cut cigarettes. 

The vast majority of gifts declared by the MPs were from JTI and came in the form of tickets to the Chelsea 

Flower show, worth up to £1,600. 

 

Deborah Arnott, chief executive of the Action on Smoking and Health (Ash) charity, welcomed the result 

but said the incessant lobbying from the industry on MPs was “disgraceful”. 

“[The lobbying] definitely had an impact,” she said.  “It was an overwhelming majority but they swung 

everything but the kitchen sink at it. The industry has been desperately trying to stop this from happening… 

they swamped MPs’ inboxes with this and tried to give them a sense that in the run up to the election this 

could make a difference. I just think it’s disgraceful that MPs would accept hospitality from an industry that 

kills half of all lifetime smokers, that’s blood money basically. 

“Don’t they have any respect for the people who are being killed by these products? They’re benefiting from 

profits made from other peoples’ death and disability, they're accepting hospitality out of the profits of firms 

who make those products that kill their constituents.” 

 

Glyn Davies, one of the Tories who voted against, said he ended up not using the tickets to the Chelsea 

Flower show but decided to declare them nonetheless. 

Neither the Conservatives nor Labour were willing to comment on the analysis, but Luciana Berger, Labour’s 

shadow public health minister, attacked Mr Cameron for not pushing through the legislation sooner. 
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“David Cameron has been reluctant to stand up to big tobacco firms and their lobbyists and has failed to 

show leadership on this issue,” she said. “In the time that has passed since Parliament voted overwhelmingly 

in favour of this over a year ago, experts say over 200,000 children would have taken up smoking. 

“One child taking up smoking is one too many. Labour wants the next generation to be the first that is 

smoke-free. The Government must now press ahead without delay to ensure that glitzy packaging for 

cigarettes become a thing of the past.” 

Downing Street said the prime minister was “pleased” the measure had passed and played down the 

significance of the rebellion. “The whole point of a free vote is that people can express their views freely,” 

the spokesman said. 

 


