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Context In its simplest definition, Sociology is the study of society and 

the people who live in it. However, Giddens (2001) provides a 

more detailed explanation of the subject you are about to study 

for two years, “Sociology is the study of human social life, 

groups and societies. It is a dazzling and compelling enterprise, 

as its subject matter is our own behaviour as social beings. The 

scope of sociological study is extremely wide, ranging from the 

analysis of passing encounters between individuals in the street 

to the investigation of global social processes…..understanding 

the subtle yet complex and profound ways in which our 

individual  lives reflect the contexts of our social experience is 

basic to the sociological outlook” 

Instructions  Use one of the sources listed below to explore one of 

the key perspectives in sociology 

 Produce a summary of your findings including why you 

found this area more interesting than any of the others 

 Produce a five minute presentation that you will deliver 

to the class during your first lesson, this can be a 

handwritten paragraph, poster, information leaflet or 

detailed mind map 

 

Key approaches in 

Sociology 
 Marxism 

 Functionalism 

 Feminism  

 Social Action Theory 

 Postmodernism 

 

Sources https://www.nyu.edu/projects/ollman/docs/what_is_marxism.php 

 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/functionalist-perspective-3026625 

 

https://revisesociology.com/2016/01/23/functionalist-theory-

sociology/ 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/feminist-theory-3026624 
 

https://www.boundless.com/sociology/textbooks/boundless-

sociology-textbook/sociology-1/theoretical-perspectives-in-

sociology-24/the-feminist-perspective-158-7930/ 

 

https://revisesociology.com/2016/07/13/social-action-theory-a-

summary/ 

 

https://www.nyu.edu/projects/ollman/docs/what_is_marxism.php
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology
https://www.thoughtco.com/functionalist-perspective-3026625
https://revisesociology.com/2016/01/23/functionalist-theory-sociology/
https://revisesociology.com/2016/01/23/functionalist-theory-sociology/
https://www.thoughtco.com/feminist-theory-3026624
https://www.boundless.com/sociology/textbooks/boundless-sociology-textbook/sociology-1/theoretical-perspectives-in-sociology-24/the-feminist-perspective-158-7930/
https://www.boundless.com/sociology/textbooks/boundless-sociology-textbook/sociology-1/theoretical-perspectives-in-sociology-24/the-feminist-perspective-158-7930/
https://www.boundless.com/sociology/textbooks/boundless-sociology-textbook/sociology-1/theoretical-perspectives-in-sociology-24/the-feminist-perspective-158-7930/
https://revisesociology.com/2016/07/13/social-action-theory-a-summary/
https://revisesociology.com/2016/07/13/social-action-theory-a-summary/


https://revisesociology.com/2016/04/09/from-modernity-to-post-

modernity/ 

 

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/ 

 

Advice The websites are designed as a starting point. There are many 

other sources that you could use, try YouTube and your local 

library  

What we expect You will all have different skills, knowledge and interests. We 

are interested in finding out about you, what motivates you and 

why you want to study Sociology. We are also looking to find 

out how confident you are in carrying out independent 

research, producing summaries of your findings and presenting 

and discussing your findings with the class; important skills that 

you will build on throughout the Sociology course. 

 

 

https://revisesociology.com/2016/04/09/from-modernity-to-post-modernity/
https://revisesociology.com/2016/04/09/from-modernity-to-post-modernity/
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